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CHAPTER I. 

Birth a»d PareMuge tf JfapoUoH BuomtpatU^HU EiiieaUon c£ 
Brienne and at Paria^Enttrs the Armj/^His Jirst utOttarw SemUe 
in CorsieaimYm. 

Napolbov Buonaparte was bom at Ajaceioonthe 
15tb of August, 1769. The family had been of some 
^stinction, during tiie middle ages, in Italy ; whence 
his branch of it removed to Corsica in the troubled 
times of the Guelphs and Ghibellines. They were 
always considered as belonging to the gentry of the 
islana. Charles, the father of Napoleon, an advo- 
cate of considerable reputation, married his mother, 
Letitia Ramolini, a young woman, eminent for beauty 
and for strength of mind, during the civil war — ^when 
the Corsicans, under Paoli, were struggling to avoid 
the domination of the French. The advocate had 
espoused the popular side in that contest, and his 
lovely and high-spirited wife used to attend him 
through ihe toils and dangers of his mountain cam- 
paigns. Upon the termination of the war he wovAd 
fain have exiled himself along with Paoh ; but his 
relations dissuaded him from this step, and he vras 
afterward reconciled to the conquering party, and 
protected and patronised by the French governor of 
C^nrsica, the count de Maiboeuff. 

It is said that Letitia had attended mass on the 
morning of the 15th of August ; and, being seized 
suddenly on her return, gave birth to the future hero 

Vol. I.— B 
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of his age, on a temporary couch covered with 
tapestry, representing the heroes of the Iliad. He 
was her second child. Joseph, afterward king of 
Spain, was cider than he : he had three younger 
brothers, Lucien, Louis, and Jerome; and three 
sisters, Eliza, Caroline, and Pauline. These grew 
up. Five others must have died in infancy ; for we 
are told that Letitia had given birth to thirteen chil- 
dren, when at the age of thirty she became a widow. 

In after*days, when Napoleon had climbed to sove- 
reign power, many flatterers were willing to give 
him a lofty pedigree. To the emperor of Austria, 
who would fain have traced his unwelcome son-in* 
law to some petty princes of Treviso, he replied, ^ I 
am the Rodolph of my race,"* and silenced, on a 
similar occasion, a professional genealogist, with, 
" Friend, mv patent dates from Monte Notte.^f 

Charles Buonaparte, by the French governor's 
kindness, received a legal apppintment in Corsica — 
that of Procureur du Roi (answering nearly to at- 
tomey*generd) ; and scandal has often said that 
Marboeuff was his wife's lover. The story received 
no credence in Ajaccio. * 

Of Napoleon's boyish days few anecdotes have 
been preserved in Corsica. His chosen plaything, 
they say, was a small -brass cannon ; and, when at 
home in the school-vacations, his favourite retreat 
was a soUtary summer-house among the rocks on 
the seashore, about a mile from Ajaccio, where his 
mother's brother (^afterward cardinal Fesch) had a 
villa. The {dace is now in ruins, and overgrown 
with bushes, and the people call it *' Napoleon's 
Grotto." He has himself said that he was remark- 
able only for obstinacy and curiosity : others add; 
that he was high-spirited,- quarrelsome, imperious ; 
fond of solitude ; slovenly in his dress. Bein^ de" 
tected stealing figs in an orchard, the proprietor 

* Rodolph of Hapilmrgh wastbe founder of tiie AuttrlftD familv. 
t His fitet iMtttle. 
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threatened to tell his mother, and the boy pleaded 
for himself with so much eloquence, that tne man 
suffered him to escape. His careless attire, and his 
partiality for a pretty little girl in the neighbourhood, 
were ridiculed together in a song which his playmates 
used to shout after him in the streets of Ajaccio : 

* " Napoleone di mezsa calsetta 
Fa ramore a Giacominetta.'** 

His superiority of character was very early felt. 
An s^d relation, Lucien Buonaparte, archdeacon 
of Ajaccio, called the children about his death-bed 
to take farewell and bless them : '^ You, Joseph,*' 
said the expiring man> <* are the eldest ; but Napoleon 
is the head of his family. Take care to remember 
my words." Napoleon took excellent care that 
tiiey should not be forgotten. He began with beat- 
ing his elder brother into subjection. 
. From his earliest youth he chose arms for his pro- 
fession. When he was about seven years old (1776), 
his father was, through Marboeuifs patronage, sent 
to France as one of a deputation from the Corsican 
nobUtBe to king Louis XVI.; and Napoleon, for 
whom the count had also procured admission into 
the military school of Brienne, accompanied him. 
After seeing part of Italy, and crossing France, they 
reached Paris ; and the boy was soon established in 
his school, where, at first, every thing delighted him, 
thou^ forty years afterward, he said he should 
never forget the bitter parting with his mother ere 
he set out on his travels. His progress in Latin, and 
in literature generally, attracted no great praise; 
but in every study likely to be of service to the 
future soldier, he distinguished himself above his 
contemporaries. Of the mathematical tutbrs ac- 
cordingly he was a great favourite. One of the 
other teachers having condemned him for some 
offence or neglect to wear a coarse woollen dress on 

* Napoleon, with hla ftoeklnfB about hit hoela, makes love to Git- 
comlnetfa. 
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a particular day, and dine on his knees at the door of 
the refectory, the boy's haughty spirit sweliingr 
under this dishonour, brought on a suaden Tomitiiigr 
and a strong fit of hysterics. The mathematicai 
master, passing by, said they did not understand 
what they were dealing with, and released him. He 
cared little for common pastimes ; but his lore for 
such as mimicked war was extreme ; and the skiU 
of his fortifications, reared of turf, or of snow, ac- 
cording to the season, and the address and pertina. 
city with which he conducted their defence, attraMed 
the admiration of all observers. Napoleon was poor 
and all but a foreigner* among the French youths 
and underwent many mortifications from both causes* 
His temper was reserved and proud ;— -he had few 
friends — no bosom-companion ; he lived by himself^ 
and among his books and maps. Yet, when any 
scheme requiring skill and courage was in agitation, 
he was pretty sure to be called in as temporary dio« 
tator. 

There is reason to believe that the haughtiness 
with which some of the young French gentlemen at 
this seminary conducted themselves towards thui 
poor, solitary edien, had a strong effect on the first 

Sditical feelings of the future emperor of France, 
e, from the beginning of the revolutionary struggle, 
boy and youth, espoused and kept by the side of 
those who desired the total change of government. 
It is a strange enough fact, that Hchegru, afterward 
so eminent, and ultimately so unfortunate, was for 
some time his monitor in the school of Brienne. 
Being consulted many years later as to the chance 
of enlisting Buonaparte in the cause of the exiled • 
Bourbons, this man is known to have answered: 
'' It will be lost time to attempt that— I knew him in 
his youth— he has taken his side, and he will not 
change it." 

* Conlca beeaiM bylaw a Frenehilepammiitoiily tiroDloatlwlMfbi^ 

Napoleon wan bom. 
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In 1783, Buonaparte was, on the recommendation 
of Ms iDasteris, sent from Brienne, to the Royal Mili- 
laiy School at Paris ; this being an extraordinary 
eompUnient to the genius and proficiency of a boy 
of fourteen. Here he spent nearly three years, de- 
voted to his studies. That he laboured hai^ we may 
)udse ; for his after-life left scanty room for book- 
work, and of the vast quantity of information which 
his stiong memory ever placed at his disposal, the 
far greater proportion must have been accumulated 
now. He made himself a first-rate mathematician ; 
he devoured history— his chosen authors being Plu- 
tarch and Tacitus ; the former the most simple 
painter that antiquity has left us of heroic charac- 
ters—the latter the profoundest master of political 
wisdom. The poems of Ossian were then new to 
Europe, and generally received as authentic re- 
mains of anotner age and style of heroism. The 
dark and lofty genius which they display, their indis- 
tinct but solemn pictures of heroic passions, love, 
battle, victory, and death, were appropriate food for 
Napoleon's voung imagination ; and, his taste being 
little scrupulous as to minor particulars, Ossian con- 
- tinned to be through life his favourite poet. While 
at Paris, he attracted much notice among those who 
had access to compare him with his fellows ; his 
acquirements, among other advantages, admitted 
him to the familiar society of the celebrated Abbe 

rRaynal. He had just completed his sixteenth year 
when, (in August, 1785,) after being examined by 
the great Laplace, he obtained his first commission 
as second .lieutenant in the artillery regiment La 
Fere* His corps was at Valance when he joined it ; 
and he mingled, more largelv than might have been 
expected from his previous habits, in the cultivated 
society of the place. His personal advantages were 
considerable ; the outline of the countenance clas- 
sically beautiful; the eye deep-set and dazzlingly 
brilliant; the figure short, but slim, active, and per- 

B2 
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fectly knitX Courtly qjace and refinement of man* 
ners heaerer attainedynor perhaps coveted; but he 
early learned the art, not difficult probably to any 
person possessed of such genius and suehaeoom-* 
plishments, of rendering himself eminentiy agree* 
able wherever it suited ms purpose or inclinatioB to 
be so, 

Feb. 37, 1786.] It was in this year that his father 
died of a cancer in the stomach ; the same disease 
which was destined, at about the smne time of life» 
to wove fatal to himself. 

While at Valance, Buonaparte competed anony* 
mously for a prize offered by the Academy of Lyons 
for the best answer to Raynal^s Question : ^ What 
are the piinciples and institutions by the application 
of whicn mankind can be raised to the highest hap- 
jHuess 1*' He gained the prize ; what were the con- 
tents of his Essay we know not Talleyrand, long 
afterward, obtained the manuscript, and, thinking to 

E lease his sovereign, brought it* to him. He threw 
is eye over two or three pages, and tossed it into 
the nre. The treatise of the lieutenant probaUy 
abounded in opinions which the emperor had found 
it convenient to forget. 

Even at Brienne his political feelings had been 
determined. At Yalance he found the oiBcers of 
his regiment divided, as all the world then was, into 
two parties ; the lovers of the French monarchy, and 
those who desired its overthrow. He sided <n>enly 
with the latter. ** Had I been a general,*^ said Na* 
poleon, in the evening of his life, ^ 1 might have 
adhered to the king: being a subaltern, I joined the 
patriots." 

In the beginning of 1793, he became captain of 
artillery ; and, happening to be in Paris, witnessed 
the terriUe scenes of the 30th of June, when the 
revolutionary mob stormed the Tuillehes, and the 
king and his family, after undergoing innumerable 
insults and degradations, with the utmost difficulty 
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preserved their lives ; and of the still dar] 
Aognety when, the padaee being once mor 
te national guard assigned for ita de 
IHfft with the assailants; the royal fa 
obliged to take refuge in the national 
and the brave Swiss guards were massac 
to a man in the courts of the Tuilleries. 1 
was a firm friend to the assembly, to the 
a party of which, at least, these excess< 
Md; bat the spectacle disgusted him. 
screams, and pikes with bloody heads i 
fimned a scene which he afterward de 
*' hideous and revolting." As Yet he ha 
a spectator of the revoluticm, destined t 
own path to sovereign power; ere loi 
stances called on him to play a part. 
•General Paoli, who imd lived in En 
since the termination of that civil wa 
Charles Buonaparte served under his b 
cheered, when the great French revo 
broke out, w.ith the hope that liberty wj 
be restored to Corsica. He came to 
received with ap^ause as a tried friend < 
and ai^inted governor of his native is! 
for some time he ruled wisely and happi] 
the revolution advanced, Paoli, like i 
wise men, became satisfied that license 
likely to be established by its leaders, th 
ratidaad liberty; and avowing his aven 
growii^ principles of Jacobinism, and th 
tmnult and bloodshed to which they ga 
was denouDc^ in the national assen 
enemy of France. An expedition was 
prive him of his government under the c< 
La CoBsfoe, Michel, and Salicetti, oae o\ 
can deputies to the convention; and I 
on his countrymen to take arms in his an 
defence. Buooaparte happened at that 
to have leave of absence from his regin 
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be in Corsica on a visit to his mother. He had 
fitted up a little readinsf-roomat the top of thehoase 
as the quietest part of it, and was spending* his 
mominipB in study, and his evening among bis 
family an4 old acquaintance, when the arrival of the 
expedition threw the island into convulsion. Paoli, 
who knew him well, did all he could to enlist him 
in his cause ; he used, among other flatteries, to clap 
him on the back, and tell him he was '* one of Plu- 
tarch's men.'* But Napoleon had satisfied himself 
that Corsica was too small a country to maintain 
independence,— that she must fall under the rule 
either of France or England; and that her interests' 
would he best served by adhering to the former. 
He therefore resisted all Paoli's offers, and tendered 
his sword to the service of Salicetti. He was ap- 
pointed provisionally to the command of a battalion 
of national guards ; and the first military service on 
,whichhe was employed was the reduction of a small 
^fortress, called tne Torre di Capitello, near Ajaccio. 
He took it, but was soon besieged. in it^ and he and 
his garrison, after a gallant defence, and living for 
some time on horseflesh, were glad to evacuate the 
tower, and escape to the sea. The English govern- 
.ment now began to reinforce Paoli, and the cause 
of the French party seemed for the moment to be 
desperate. The Buonapartes were banished from 
Corsica, and their mother and sisters took refusfe 
first at Nice, and afterward at Marseilles, where &r 
some time they suffered all the inconveniences of 
exile and poverty. Napoleon rejoined his regiment. 
He had chosen France for his country ; and seems, 
in truth, to have preserved little or no affection for 
his native soil. 

After arriving at supreme power, he bestowed 
one small fountam on Ajaccio ; and succeeded, by 
the death of a relation, to a petty olive garden near 
that town. In the sequel of his history the name of 
Corsica will scarcelv recur. 
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CHAPTER IL 

AiMMpcrt« commania the JirtdUry al TWm— Fotf •/ Twlwi^^ 
Tkt R^e$entatif>es of the pBopt^^Jknot. 

Bi!0NAPARTs*8 first. military service occnrred, as 
we have seen, in the summer of 1793. The king 
of France had been put to death on the 81st o7 
January in that year ; and in less than a month after- 
ward, the convention had declared war against 
England. The murder of the king, alike imprudent 
as atrocKflcis, had in fact imited the princes of Europe 
against the revolutionJiry cause ; and within France 
Hself a strong reaction took place. The people of 
Toulon, the great port and arsenal of France on the 
Mediterranean, partook these sentiments, and invited 
the English and Spanish fleets off their coast to 
come to their assistance, and garrison their city. 
The allied 'admirals took possession aocording'ly of 
Toulon, and a motley force of English, Spanish, and 
Neapolitans prepared to defend the place. In the 
harbour and roads there were about twenty-five 
ships of the. line, and the city contained immense 
iiaval and military stores of every description, so 
that the defection of Toulon was regardea as a ca- 
lamity of the first order by the revolutionary go- 
vernment. 

This event occurred in the midst of that period 
which has received the name of the ret^ of terror. 
The streets of Paris were streaming with mnocent 
^ood ; Robespierre was glutting hunself with mur- 
^T; fear and rage were tlie passions that divided 
i|9Ankind, and their struggles produced on either side 
the likeness of some epidemic phrensy. Whatever 
else the government wanted, vigour to repel aggres- 
sion from without was displayed in abundance. 
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Two aroiies immediately marched opon Tookm ; and 
after a series of actions, in which tne passes in the 
bills behind the town were forced, the place was at 
last invested, and ^ memorable siege conmienced. 

It was conducted with little skill, first by Cartaiix» 
a yain coxcomb, who had been a painter, and then 
by Doppet, an ex-physician and a coward. To 
watch and report on the proceedings of these chiefs* 
there were present in the camp several representa- 
tives of the people, as they were called— persons 
holding no militanr character or rank, but acting as 
honourable spies for the government at Paris. The 
interference of these personages on this, as on many 
other occasions, was productive of delays, blunders, 
and misfortunes ; but the terror which tMsir ready 
access to the despotic government inspired was 
often, on the other hand, useful in stimiuating the 
exertions of the military. The younger Robespierre 
was one of the deputies at Toulon, and his name 
was enough to make his piesence formidable. 

Cartaux had not yet been superseded, when Na« 
poleon Buonaparte made his appearance at head- 
» quarters, with a commission to assume the command 
of the artillery. It has been said that he owed his 
appointment to the private regard of Salicetti ; bqt 
the high testimonials he had received from the Mili- 
tary Academy were more likely to have served him ; 
nor is it possible to suppose that he had been so long 
in the regiment of La Fere without being appreciated 
by some of his superiors. He had, besides, shortly 
before this time, excited attention by a pamphlet, 
called the Supper of Beaucatre, in which> the pohtics 
of the Jacobm party were spiritedly supported ; and 
of which he was afterward so ashamed, that he 
took great pains to suppress it. However this may 
have been, he was received almost with insolence 
by Cartaux, who, strutting about in a uniform co- 
vered with gold lace, told him his assistance was not 
wanted, but he was welcome to partake in hia glory. 
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The commandant of the artilleiy» on examininE 
the state of afiairs, fouid much to complain of. 
They were still disputins: which extremity of the 
town should be the chief object of attack ; though 
at the one there were two strong and rsffular forti- 
fications, and at the other only a small and imperfect 
fort called Malbosquet. On inspecting their batteries, 
he found that the guns were placed about two gun- 
shots from the wsSls ; and that it was the custom to 
heat the shot at a distance from the place where 
they were to be discharged ; in other words, to heat 
them to no purpose. Choosing officers of his own 
acquaintance to act under him^ and exerting hjmscdf 
to coUect guns from all quarters, Buonapute soon 
remedied all these disorders, and found himself 
master of an efficient train of dpo pieces ; and he 
then urged the general to adopt a wholly new plan 
of operations in the future conduct of the siege. 

The plan of Buonaparte appears now the simplest 
and most obvious that could have been suggested ; 
yet it was not without great difficulty that he could 
obtain the approbation of the doctor, who had by this 
time superseded the painter. '* Your object," said 
he, ** is to make the English evacuate Toulon. 
Instead of attacking them in the town, which must 
involve a long series of operations, endeavour to 
establish batteries so as to sweep the harbour and 
roadstead. If you can do this, the English ships 
must take their departure, and the English troops 
will certainly not remain behind them." He pointed 
out a promontory nearly opposite the town^ by get* 
ting the command of which he was sure the desired 
effect must be accompliirtied. ^ Gain La Grassed* 
saidhe, " and in two days Toulon must fall." His 
reasoning at length forced conviction, and he was 
permitted to follow his own plan. 

A month before nothing could have been more 
easy : but withhi that time the enemy had perceived 
the.importance of the promontory, which commands 
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the narrow passage between the port and the Medi- 
terranean, and fortified it so strongly, that it passed 
by the name of the Little Gibraltar. It was neces- 
sary, therefore, to form extensive batteries behind 
La.Grasse, ere there could be a prospect of seizing- 
it.* Buonaparte laboured hard all day, and slept 
every night in his cloak by the guns, until his worka 
approached perfection. He ako formed a large 
battery behind Malbosqnet; but this he carefully 
concealed from the enemy. It was covered by a 
plantation of olives ; and he designed to distract 
their attention by opening its fire tor the first time 
when he should be about to make his great effort 
against Little Gibraltar. But the representatives 
of the people had nearly spoiled every thing. These 
gentlemen, walking tiieur rounds, discovered the 
battery behind the olives, and inquiring how long it 
had tieen ready, were told for eig^t days. Not 
guessing with what view so many guns had been 
kept so long idle, they ordered an immediate can- 
nonade. 'Hie English made a vigorous sally, and 
spiked the gvns before Buon^Murte could reach the 
spot. On his arrival on the eminence behind, he 
perceived a long deep ditch, fringed with brambles 
and willows, which tie thought might be turned to 
advantage. He caused a regiment of foot to creep 
alonff the ditch, which they aid without being discQ- 
vered, until they were close upon the enemy. 
General O'Hara, the English commander, mistook 
them when they appeared for some of his own allies, 
and rushing out to give them some orders was 
wounded and made prisoner. The English were 
dispirited when they losttMheir general; they re- 
treated ; and the French were at liberty to set about 
the repair of their battery. In this afiair much 
blood was shed. Napoleon himself received a 
ba3ronet-thru8t in his thigh, and fell into the arms of 
Muiron, who carried him off the field. Such was 
the commencement of their brotherly friendship. 
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Sm wound, howerer, did not prevent him irom 
oootiiuiing his labours behind Little Gibraltar. 

That fort had very nearly been seized, by a sort 
of accident, some time before his preparations were 
cmnpleted ; a casual insult excited a sudden quarrel 
between the men in Buonaparte^s trenches, and the 
^aniards in Little Gibraltar. The French soldiers, 
inthout waiting for orders, seized their arms and 
niBhed to the assault with fury. Napoleon, comin? 
up^ perceived that the moment was favourable, and 
persuaded Doppet to sii{>port the troops with more 
Tegiments ; but the doctor, marching at the head of 
his column, was seized with a panic, on seeing a 
man killed by his side, and ordered a retreat, before 
any tkung could be effected. 

A few days after, this poltroon was in his turn 
saperseded by a bfave veteran, general Dugommier, 
and Napoleon could at last count on having his 
eftnrts backed. But, for the second time, the repre- 
sentatives did their best to ruin his.undertakmg. 
The siege had now lasted four months, provisions 
were scarce in the camp, and these civ&ians never 
beini; able to comprehend what was meant by 
bestowing all this care on a place so far below the 
city as Little Gibraltar, wrote to Paris that they 
saw no chance of success, and hoped the govern- 
ment would agree with them that the siege ought to 
be abandbned. Two days before this letter reached 
Pahs, Toulon had fallen, and the representatives 
gave out that the despatch was a forgery. 
. The moment at last came when Buonaparte judged 
j^riffbt to make his grand attempt. He threw 8,000 
bombs and shells into Little Gibraltar, and having 
mus shattered the works, at daybreak Dugommier 
commanded the assault. The French, headed by 
tbs brave Muiron, rushed with impetuous valour 
^^>^<mghthe embrasures, and put the whole garrison 
to the sword. The day was spent in arranging the 
batteries, so as to command the shipping ; and next 
Vol. L~C 
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mominff-^so trae had been Buonaparte's prophecy — 
when the French stood to their posts, the ISnglish 
fleet was discovered to be ahready under way. 

Then followed a fearful scene. The English^ 
would not quit Toulon without destroying^ the 
French ships and arsenals that had fedlen into their 
possession; nor could they refuse to carry with 
them the Antijacobin inhabitants, wha knew that 
their lives would be instantly sacrificed if they 
should fall into the hands of the victorious repub- 
licans, and who now flocked to the waterside to the 
number of 14,000, praying for the means of escape. 
The burning of ships, the explosion of magazines, 
the roar of artillery, and the cries of these fugitives 
filled up many hours. At last the men-of-war were- 
followed by a flotilla bearing those miserable exiles ; 
the walls were abandoned; and Dugommier took 
possession of the place. 

The republicans found that aU persons of con- 
dition, who had taken part against them, had escaped ; 
and their ra^e was to be contented with meaner 
victims. A day or two having been suffered to pass 
in quiet, a proclamation, apparently friendly, ex- 
horted the workmen who had been employed on the 
batteries of the besieged town to muster at head- * 
quarters. One hundred and fifty poor men, who 
expected to be employed again in repairing the same 
fortifications, obeyed this summons — ^were fiistantly 
marched into a field — and shot in cold blood ; not 
less than a thousand persons were massacred under 
circumstances equally atrocious. Buonaparte him- 
self repelled with indignation the charge of having 
had a hand in this butchery. Even if he had, he 
was not the chief in command, and durst not have 
disobeyed orders but at the sacrifice of his own life. 
It is on all hands admitted that a family of royalists, 
being shipwrecked on the coast near Toulon a few 
days after, were rescued from the hands of the fero-: 
clous republicans, solely by his interference and 
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address. Patting himself at the head of some of 
his gunners, he obtained possession of the mihappy 
prisoners ; quieted the mob by assuring them that 
they should all be publicly executed the next morn- 
ing; and meanwhile, sent them off during the night 
in artillery wagons supposed to be conveying stores. 
Dec. 18, 1793.] The recovery of Toulon was a 
service of the first importance to the French govern- 
ment. It suppressed all insurrectionary spirit in 
the south of France ; and placed a whole army at 
their disposal elsewhere. But he to whose genius 
the success was due, did not at first obtain the credit 
of his important achievement at Paris. The repre- 
sentatives of the people never made their appearance 
-on the eventful morning at Little Gibraltar, until 
three hours after the troops were m possession of 
ihe best part of the fortifications. Then, indeed, 
they were seen sword in hand in the trenches, blus- 
tering and swaggering in safety. Yet these men did 
not* blush to represent themselves as having headed 
the assault, while, in their account of the conflict, 
even the name of Buonaparte did not find a place. 
The truth could not, however, be concealed effect- 
ually ; and he was appointed to survey and arrange 
the whole line of fortifications on the Mediterranean 
coast of France. 

' It was during the siege of Toulon that Napoleon, 
while constructing a battery under the enemy's fire, 
had occasion to prepare a despatch, and called out 
for some one who could use a pen. A young ser- 
geant, named Junot, leaped out, and, leaning on the 
breastwork, wrote as he dictated. As he finished, a 
shot struck the ground by his side, and scattered dust 
in abundance over him and every thin? near him. 
•* Good," said the soldier, laughing, ** this time we 
shall do without sand." The cool gayety of this 
pleased Buonaparte ; he kept his eye on the man ; 
u^d Junot came in the sequel to be marshal of Franco 
and duke of Abrantes. 
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CHAPTER III. 

t^er$eded—BM9napart» at Paris m ITdS— 7%« Day 0/ Me 5ecta»ii^' 
Cl M Wfl i i rf t the Armf «/ efte /ii<mof^^Jfame« Josephine d* Bet»- 
JUgngfy—j^/iiiKirf (• lAa GmmroiuI 1/ CA< wfrmy of Jeoly. 

From this time, Napcdeon advanced by rapid strides 
to greatness. His admirable skill was still tether 
displayed in bis survey of the fortifications above 
mentioned ; and having completed this service, he 
was appointed to join the army of Italy, then sta^ 
tioned at Nice, wi&i the rank of^hief of battalion* 

Here his advice suggested a plan by which the 
Sardinians were driven from the Col di Tende on the 
7th March, 1794; Saorgio, with all its stores, sm^ 
rendered ; and the French obtained possession of 
the maritime Alps, so that the difficulties of ad* 
vancing into Italy were greatly diminished. Of 
these movements, however, his 'superior officers 
reaped as yet the honour. He was even superseded 
very shortly after their success. But this, which at 
the moment seemed a heavy misfortune, was, in 
truth, one of the luckiest circumstances that ever 
befell him. 

Jvly 28, 1794.1 He was put under arrest in con« 
sequence of the downfall of Robespierre, being sup* 
posed to belong to the party which that monster had 
made the instrument of his crimes, and known to 
have lived on terms of friendship with his younger 
brother, " the representative of me people.'' He in 
vain disclaimed all participation in the ambitious 
designs of the Robespierres, and asserted that he 
woi^ have poniarded his own brother, had he sn8- 
pected him of forming schemes of tyranny. He 
was, indeed, after a few days, released from confine- 
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ment; and the officer who came to release him was 
surprised to find him busy Id his dungeon over the 
map of Lombardy. For the moment, however, the 
prejudice was too strong to be entirely overcome ; 
and he seems to have spent some time in obscurity 
with his own family, who were then in very dis- 
tressed circumstances, at Marseilles. It was here 
that he fell in love with Mademoiselle Clery, whom, 
but for some accident, it appears he would have 
xaarried. Her sister afterward married his brother 
Joseph, and she herself became the wife of his 
fiiead Bemadotte, and queen of Sweden. It is sup- 
posed that Buonaparte found himself too poor to 
marry at this time ; and circumstances interfered to 
prevent any renewal of his proposals. 

In May, 1795, he came to Paris to solicit employ- 
ment ; but at first he met with nothing but repulses. 
The president of the Military Committee, Aubry, 
objected to his youth. ^ Presence in the field of 
. battle,** said Buonaparte, *' might be reckoned in 
place of years." The president, who had not seen 
much •actual service, thought he was insulted, and 
treated him so coldly that he actually tendered the 
Tesignation of his commission. This, however, was 
not accepted, aind he lingered on amid the crowd of 
expectants. 

Talma, the celebrated tragedian, was one of his 
chief associates at this time, and even then talk»4 
with confidence of the future fortunes of "little 
Buonaparte." This player's kindness and Aubry's 
opposition were both remembered. The emperor 
^ways patronised Talma ; and Aubry died in exile. 

Napoleon, despairing of employment at home, 
now meditated taking service with some foreign 
power, and even used some interest to gain permis- 
sion to go to Turkey. " How strange," he said to 
his friends, •* would it be if a little Corsican soldier 
should become king of Jerusalem !" Go where he 
niight, he already contemplated greatness. 

02 
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Ere this scheme could be pat in execution^ he was 
nominated to the c(miinan4 of a brigade of artilleiy 
in Holland. The long-deferred appointment was* 
no doubt, very welcome ; bat in the mean time, his 
senricee were called for on a nearer and more im- 
portant field. 

The French nation were now heartily tired of the 
national convention : it had lost most of its distin- 
guished members in the tumults and persecutions 
of the times ; and above all, it had lost respect by 
remaining for two yean the slave and the tool dt 
the terrorists* The downfall of Robespieire, when 
it did take place, showed how easily the same blessed 
deliverance might have been effected long before, 
had this body possessed any sense of firmness or 
of dignity. Even the restoration of the members 
banished by the tyrant did not serve to rei^ace the 
convention in the confidence of the public. They 
themselves saw dearly that a new remodelling 6i 
the government was called for and must be ; and 
their anxiety was to devise the means of seeiuring' 
for themselves as large a share as possible of su1> 
stantial power, under some arrangement sufficiently 
novxd in aj^arance to throw dust in the eyes of th^ 
people* 

4tk great part of the nation, there is no doubt, were 
Ht this time anxious to see the royal family restored, 
jMid the government settled on the model of 1791. 
Among the more respectable citizens of Paris, in 
particular, such feelings were very prevalent. But 
many causes conspired to surround the adoption of 
this measure with difficulties, which mme of the 
actually influential leaders had the courage«^r per- 
haps the means, to encounter. The soldiers of the 
republican armies had been accustomed to fight 
against the exiled princes and nobility, considered 
them as the worst enemies of France, and hated 
them personally. The estates of the church, the 
nobles, and the crown had been divided and sold; 
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aDd the pnrchaseni foresaw tiiaty wen the moiiarehy 
Testoved at this period, the resumption of the for- 
feited property would be pressed with all the powers 
of gOTemment. And, lastly, the men who had 
earned for themselyei|most distinction and inflaence 
in pfuUic affairs, had excellent reasons for b^ievinff 
that the Bowfoons and nobility, if restored, would 
visit on their own heads the atrocities of the revo- 
hition, and above all the murder of the king. 

The conventionalists themselves, however, had 
learned by this time that no peace nor security could 
be expected, unless some form of government were 
ad<^ted, in which the legislative and the executive 
functions should at least appear to be separated ; and 
thi^ were also at length inclined to admit the ex- 
cellence of that part of the British constitution, 
which, dividing the legislatorial power between two 
assemblieaof senators, thus acquires the advantage 
of a constant revision of counsels, and regulates 
the political machine by a system of mutual checke 
and balances. They were desirous, therefore, of 
proposing some system which might, in a certain 
degree, satisfy those who had been endeavouring to 
Inrmg about the restoration of 4he monarchy ; and 
the new constitution of the year ^ree of the re- 
public (1795) presented the following features, h 
The executive power was to be lodg^ in five direc- 
tors, chosen from time to time, who were to have 
no share in the leffislation. II. There was to be a 
council of five hundred, answering generally to 
cor house of commons: and, III. A smaller as- 
sembty, called the' council of ancients, intended to 
fulfil in some measure the purposes of a house of 
peers. 

This scheme might probably have been approved 
of; but the leading members of the convention, from 
views personal to themsdves, appended to it certain 
conditions which excited new disgust. They de- 
Prted, first, that the electoral bodies of France, in 
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choosingf representatives to the two new council*, 
must elect at least two-thirds of the present mem- 
bers of convention ; and, secondly, that if full two- 
thirds were not returned, the convention should 
have the right to supply the deficiency out of their 
own body. It was obvious that this machinery had 
no object but the .continuance of the present legisla- 
tors in power; and ^e nation, and especially the supe- 
rior classes in the city of Paris, were indignant at 
conduct which they considered as alike selfish and 
arbitrary. The royalist party gladly lent themselves 
to the diffusion of any discontents ; and a formida- 
ble opposition to the measures of the existing go-, 
vernment was organized. 

The convention meantime continued their sittings, 
and, exertinff all their skill and influence, procured 
from many mstricts of the country reports accepting 
of the new constitution, with all its conditions. 
The Parisians, being nearer and sharper observers, 
and having abundance of speakers and writers to 
inform and animate them, assembled in the several 
sections of the city, and proclaimed their hostility 
to the convention and its designs. The national 
guard, consisting of armed citizens, almost unani- 
mously sided wiUi the enemies of the convention ; 
and it was openly proposed to march to the Tuille- 
Ties, and compel a change of measures by force of 
arms. 

The convention, perceiving their unpopularity 
and danger, began to look about them anxiously for 
the means of defence. There were in and near 
Paris 5000 regular troops, on whom they thought 
they might rely, and who of course contemned the 
national guard as only half soldiers. They had 
besides some hundreds of artillery-men; and they 
now organized what they called " the Sacred Bandr 
^ body of 1500 ruffians, the most part of them old 
and tried instruments of Robespierre. With these 
means they prepared to arrange a plan of defence ; 
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and il wfts obvious that they did not want materiate* 
miDirided they could find a skilful and detennined 
head. 

The insurgent sections placed themselves under 
the coouniuad of DaMiean^ an old. general of no great 
dkin or reputation* The convention opposed to him 
Menou; and he marched at the head of a column 
into the section Le Pelletier to disarm the na* 
tionul guard of that district— one of the wealthiest 
of tlMs capital. The national ffuard were found 
drawn-up m readiness to receive him at the end of 
fbe Roe Vivienne ; and Menou, becoming alarmed* 
andliampNered by the presence of some of Jthe " re- 
presentatives of the people,*^ entered into a p^rley^ 
and retired without having struclc a Uow. 

The convention judged that Menou was not 
inaster of nerves for such a crisis ; and consulted 
eagerly about a successor to his command. Barras, 
of tiiehr number, had happened to be present at 
Toalon, smd to have appreciated the character of 
Buonaparte. He had, probably, been applied to by 
Napoleon in his recent pursuit of employment* 
Deliberating with Tallien and Camot, his colleagues* 
he suddenly said, ** I have the man whom you want ; 
it is a little Corsican officer, who will not stand upon 
ceremony.*^ 

These words decided the fate of Napoleon and of 
France. Buonaparte had been in the Odeon the- 
atre when the afihir of Menou occurred, had run out* 
and witnessed the result* He now happened to be 
in the ^dlery, and heard the discussion m which he 
was so much interested. He was presently sent for, 
and asked his opinion as to the retreat of Menou. 
He e»>lamed what had happened, and how it mi^ht 
have been avoided, in a manner which gave satis- 
^tion. He was desired to assume the command* 
and arrange his plan of defence as well as the cir- 

* Some aeewmta attribute these wordU, n<rt to Barrsf, Iwrt to CanroT? 
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cumstaiicet might permit ; for it was already late at 
nigiit, and the decisive assault on the Tuillertes was 
esqpected to take place next morning. Buonaparte 
stated that the failure of the march of Menou had 
been chiefly owing to the presence of the **' r^re- 
sentatives of the people,*^ and refused to accept th^ 
command unless ne received it free from all such 
interference. They yielded: Barras was named 
oommander-in-chief ; and Buonaparte second, with 
the virtual control. His first care was to despatch 
Muraty then a major of chasseurs, to Sablons, five 
miles off, where fifty great guns were posted. The 
sectionaries sent a stronger detachment for these 
cannon immediately afterward; and Murat, whp 
passed them in the dark, would have gcme in vain 
nad he received his orders but a few minutes later. 

Oh the 4th of October (called in the revolutionary 
almanac the 13th Vendemaire) the affray accord- 
ingly occurred. Thirty thousand national guards 
advanced about two, P. M., by different streets, to 
the siege of the palace ; but its defence was now in 
far other hands than those of Louis XVI. 

Buonaparte, having planted artillery on all the 
bridges, had effectually secured the command of the 
river, and the safety of the Tuilleries on one side. 
He had placed cannon also at all the crossings of the 
streets by which the national guard could advance 
towards we other front ; and, having posted his bat- 
talions in the garden of the Tuilleries and Place du 
Carousel, he awaited the attack. 

The insurgents had no cannon ; and they came 
along the narrow streets of Paris in close and heavy 
columns. When one party reached the church of 
St. Roche, in the Rue St. Honore, they found a body 
of Buonaparte's troops drawn up there, with two 
cannons. It is disputed on which side the firing 
began; but in an instant the artillery swept the 
streets and lanes, scattering grape-shot among the 
national giiards, and producing such confusion tliat 
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thej "weie compeHed to give way. The first shot 
was a sigiml for all the batteries which Buonaparte 
had estiSdished : the quays of the Seine, opposite 
to the Tuilleries, were commanded by his guns 
below the palace and on the bridges. In less than 
an hour the action was over, "nie insurgents fied 
m all directions, leaving the streets eovered with 
dead and wounded: the troops of the convention 
marched into the various sections, disarmed the ter- 
liAed inhabitants, and before nightfall every thing 
was quiet. 

This eminent service secured the triumph of the 
conventionalists, who now, assuming new names, 
continued in efiect to discharge their old functions. 
Barras took his place at the head of the directory, 
having Sieyes, Camot, and other less celebrated 
persons, for his colleagues ; and the first director 
took care to reward the hand to which he owed his 
elevation* Within five days from the day of the Sec- 
tiofUf Buonaparte was named secona in com- 
mand of the army of the interior ; and shortly after- 
ward, Barras, finding his duties as director suffi- 
cient to occupy his time, gave up the oommand-in- 
cMef of the same army to his ''little Corsican 
officer." 

He had no lack of duties to perform in this new 
character. The national guard was to be re-orga- 
nized ; a separate guard for the representative biKly 
to be formed ; the ordnance and military stores were 
all in a dilapidated condition. The want of bread, 
too, was continually producing popular riots, which 
could rarely be suppressed but by force of arms. 
On one of these last occasions, a huge, sturdy fish- 
wife exhorted the mob to keep to their places, when 
Buonaparte had almost persuaded them to disperse.' 
*^ These coxcombs, with their epaulettes and gor- 
gets," said she, '* care nothing for us ; provided they 
feed well and fatten, we may starve." " Good wo-. 
nian," cried the general of the interior, who at thi^ 
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time was about the leanest of his nee, ^ only look 
at iiie,-HUid decide yourself which of the two is 
the fatter." The woman could not help laughing : 
the joke pleased the multitude, and harmony was 
restored. 

Buonaparte, holding the chief military command 
in the capital, and daily rising in importance from 
the seal and firmness of his conduct in this high 
post, had now passed into the order of maik«d amd 
distinguished men. He continued, nevertheless, to 
lead in private a auiet and modest life, studying as 
hard as ever, and but little seen in the circles of 
gayety. An accident, which occurred one morning 
at his military levee, gave at once a new turn to his 
mode of life, and a fresh impetus to the advance of 
bis fortunes. 

A fine boy, of ten or twelve years of a^, pre- 
sented himself; stated to the general that his name 
was Ehigene Beauhamois, son of viscount Beau- 
hamois, who had served as a general officer in the 
republican armies on the Rhine, and been murdered 
by Robespierre ; and said his errand was to recover 
the swora of his father. Buonaparte caused the 
request to be complied with ; and the tears of the 
boy, as he received and kissed the relic, excited his 
interest* He treated Eugene so kindly^ttiat next 
day his mother, Josephine de Beauhamois, came to 
thank him ; and her beauty and smgular graceful- 
ness of address made a strong impression. 

This charming lady was the daughter of a planter^ 
by name De La Pagerie, ancTa native of St. Do- 
mingo. While she was an infiint, according to 
herself, a negro sorceress prophesied that ^she 
should one day be greater than a queen, and yet 
outlive her dignity."* 

Josephine, after her husband's death, had been 

* Aeconting to some, the iMt dauw ran " die in an liotpilal,*' wliiciL 
was ia the sequel interpreted to mean Malmaiaon— a pelace which 
4Uke our omi 9t James's) had once heen an hospitaL 



r 



1796.] josjspHiNJS. 67 

henelf imprisoned until the downfall of Robes- 
liierre. In that confinement she had formed a strict 
iriendidup with another lady, who had now married 
TaUien, one of the most eminent of the leaders of" 
the eonyention. Madame TaUien had introduced 
Josephine to her husband's friends ; and Barras, the 
first director, haying now be^n to hold a sort of 
court at the Louxembourg, these two beautiful 
women were the chief ornaments of its society. 
It was commonly said that Josephine, whose cha* 
racter was in some respects indiffefent, possessed 
more than legitimate innuence over the first director. 
Buonaparte offered her his hand ; she accepted it ; 
and the young general by this means cemented his 
connexion with the society of the Louxembourg, 
and in particular with Barras and Tsdlien, at that 
moment the most powerful men in France. 

Napoleon had a strong tendency to the supersti*- 
tion of fatalism, and he always believed that his 
fortunes were bound up in some mysterious manner 
with those of this be'autiful woman. She loved him 
wamdy, and served him well. Her influence over 
him was great, and it was always exerted on the 
side of humanity. She, and she alone, could over- 
rule, by gentleness, the excesses of passion to which 
he was liable ; and her subsequent fate will always 
form one of the darkest pages in the history of her lord. 

Tranquillity was now restored in Paris ; and the 
directory had leisure to turn their attention to the 
affairs of the army of Italy, which seemed to be in 
a confused and unsatisfactory condition. They 
determined to give it a new general; and Buona* 
parte was appointed to the splendid command. 
''Advance this man," said Barras to the other di- 
rectors, "or he will advance himself without you." 
He quitted his young wife just three days after their 
marriage ;* paid a short visit to his mother at Mar- 

*aUiMait'b.r«)6. 
Vol. L— D 
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seilles; and arriyed, after a rapid jouiney, at the 
head-quarters at Nice. From that moment opened 
the most brilliant scene of his existence; yet, du- 
Angr the months of victory and glory that composed 
it, ms letters, full of love and home-sickness, attest 
the reluctance with which he had so soon aban- 
doned his bride. 



CHAPTER l\\ 



ThaJtrmyof Itaiy—Taetut «f BwnaptrU—BMUU ^ M0nUl/bU4-' 
BattU of MilUsimo— Battle of Mondavi— Armistiee of Ckermsco— 
C2m« of the Can^aign of Piedment'—Peaee granted to Sardinia. 

Buonaparte at the age of twenty-six assumed the 
command of the army of Italy; exulting in the 
knowledge, that if he should conquer, the honour 
would be all his own. He had worked for others 
at Toulon, at the Col di Tende, at Saorgio : ^even in 
the affair of the sections the first command had 
been nominally in the hands of Barras. Henceforth 
he was to have no rivals within the camp. ^ In 
three months,** said he, ^ I shall be either at Milan 
or at Paris." He had already expressed the same 
feeling in a still nobler form. ** You v^ too young," 
said one of the directors, hesitating 'about his ap- 
pointment as fifeneral. *'In a yeat," answered 
Napoleon, " I shall be either old or dead." 

He found the army in numbers about <io,000; but 
wretchedly deficient in cavalry, in stores of every 
kind,* in clothing, and even in food; and watched 
by an enemy vastly more numerous. It was under 

* Berthicr used to keep, u a curiosity, a general order, by whieb 
three louii d'or were granted ae a great mpply to each general of diri- 
Bioo, dated on the very day of the vktory at Alb^tia. 
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8iH^ ciicumstances that he at once avowed the 
daiing scheme of forcing a passage to Italy, and 
converting the richest territory of the enemy him- 
self into the theatre of war. " Soldiers,*' said he, 
•* you are hungry and naked ; the republic owes you 
much, but she has not the means to pay her debts. 
1 am come to lead you into the most fertile plains 
t hat the sun beholds. Rich provinces, opulent 
towns, all shall be at your disposal. Soldiers ! with 
such a prospect before you, can you fail in courage 
and constancy %^ This was Napoleon's first address 
to his army. The sinking hearts of the soldiers 
beat h^h with hope and confidence when they heard 
the voice of the young and fearless leader; and 
Augereau, Massena, Serrurier, Joubert, Lannes — 
distinguished officers, who might themselves have 
aspired to the chief command— felt, from the mo- 
ment thev beffan to understand his character and 
system, that the true road to glory would be to fol- 
low the star of Napoleon. 

He perceived that the time was come for turning 
a new leaf in the history of war. With such num- 
bers of troops as the infant republic could afford 
him, he saw that no considerable advanta^s could 
be obtained against the vast and highly disciplined 
armies of Austria and her allies, imless the esta- 
blished rules and etiquettes of war were abandoned. 
It was only by such rapidity of motion as should 
utterly transcend the suspicion of his adversaries, 
that he could hope to concentrate the whole pith 
and enerc^y of a small force upon some one point 
* of a much greater force opposed to it, and thus rob 
them (according to his own favourite phrase) of the 
victory. To effect such rapid marches, it was ne- 
cessary that the soldiery should make up their minds 
to consider tents and baggage as idle luxuries ; and 
that, instead of a long and complicated chain of 
reserves and stores, they should dare to rely wholly 
for the means of subsistence on the resources of 



4jJ KAFOLEOX BU0NAF4BT£. [Apfll, 

the countries into which their leader might condnct 
them. Tliey must be contented to conquer at what-» 
ever hazard ; to consider no sacrifices or hard8hip8 
as worthy of a thought. The risk of destro3rmg' 
the character and discipline of the men, by accus- 
toming them to pillage, was obvious. Buonaparte 
trusted to victory, me hish natural spirit of the 
nation, and the influence of his own ffenius, for the 
means of avoiding this danger; and many years, 
it must be admitted, elapsed ere he found much 
reason personally to repent of the system which he 
adopted. Against the enemies of the republic its 
success was splendid, even beyond his hopes. 

The objects of the approaching expedition were 
three : first, to compel the king of Sardinia^ who had 
already lost Savoy and Nice, but still maintained a 
powerful army on the frontiers of Piedmont, to 
abandon the alliance of Austria : secondly, to com- 
pel Austria, by a bold invasion of her rich Italian 
provinces, to make such exertions in that quarter as 
might weaken those armies which had so long* 
hovered on the French frontier of the Rhine ; an<^ 
if possible, to stir up the Italian subjects of that 
crown to adopt the revolutionary system and eman- 
cipate themselves for ever from its yoke. The 
third object, though more distant, was not less im- 
portant. The influence of the Roman Church was 
considered by the directory as the chief, though 
secret, support of the cause of royalism withm 
their own territory ; and to reduce the Vatican into 
insignificance, or at least force it to submission and . 
quiescence, appeared indispensable to the internal 
tranquillity of France. The revolutionary govern* 
ment, besides this general cause of hatred and sus- 
picion, had a distinct inj ury to avenge. ' Their agent 
Basseville had three years before been assassinated 
in a popular tumult at Rome : the papal troops had 
not interfered to protect him, nor tne pope to punish 
hy» murderers; and the haughty republic considered 
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this as an insult which could only be washed out 
Willi a sea of blood. 

NaxK>leon's plan for gaining access to the fair 
regions of Kaly differed from that of all former 
conquerors : they had uniformly penetrated the ^ps 
at some point or other of that mighty range of 
mountains : he judged that the same end might be 
accomplished more easily by advancing along the 
narrow stripe of comparatively level country which 
intervenes between those enormous barriers and the 
Mediterranean sea, and forcing a passage at the 
point where the last of the Alps melt, as it were, 
into the first and lowest of the Apennine range. No 
sooner did he begin to concentrate his troops towards 
this region, than the Austrian general, Beaulieu, 
took measures for protecting Genoa, and the entrance 
of Italy. He himself took post with one column 
of his army at Voltri, a town within ten miles of 
Genoa : he placed D^Argenteau with another Aus- 
trian colunm at Monte Notte, a strong height further 
to the westward ; and the Sardinians, under Colli, 
occupied Ceva — which thus formed the extreme 
right of the whole line of the aUied army. The 
French coidd not advance towards Genoa but by 
confronting some one of the three armies thus 
strongly posted, and sufficiently, as Beaulieu sup- 
posed, in communication with each other. 

It was now that Buonaparte made his iirst effort 
to baffle the science of those who fancied there was 
nothing new to be done in warfare. On the 10th of 
April, D'Argenteau came down upon Monte Notte, 
and attacked some French redoubts, in front of that 
mountain and the villages which bear its name, at 
MonteCgino. At the same time, general Cervoni 
and the French van were attacked by Beaulieu near 
Voltri, and compelled to retreat. The determined 
valour of colonel Rampon, who commanded at 
Monteiegino, held D'Argenteau at bay during the 
imh and 11th; and Buonaparte, contenting himself 

D ^ 
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With watching Beaulien, detennined to strike his 
effectual blow at the centre of the enemy's line. 
During the night of the 11th various columns were 
marched upon Montelegino, that of Cervoni and 
that of Laharpe from the van of the French line^ 
those of Augereau and Massena from its rear. Oa 
the morning of the 19th, D'Argenteau, preparing to 
renew his attack on the redoubts of Montelegino, 
found he had no longer Rampon only and his brave 
band to deal with ; that French columns were in his 
rear, on his flank, and drawn up also behind the 
works at Montelegino ; in a word, that he was sur- 
rounded. He was compelled to retreat among the 
moimtains : he left his colours and cannon behind 
him, 1,000 killed and 2,000 prisoners. The centre 
of the allied army had been utterly routed, before 
either the commauder-in-chief at the left, or general 
Colli at the right of the line, had any notion that a 
battle was going on. 

Such was the battle of Monte Notte, the first of 
Napoleon's fields. Beaulieu, in order that he might 
re-establish his communication with Colli, (much 
endangered by the defeat of D'Argenteau,) was 
obliged to retreat upon Dego ; the Sardinian, with 
the same purpose in view, fell back also, and took 
post at Millesimo ; while D*Argenteau was striving 
to re-organize his dispirited troops in the difiicult 
country between. It was their object to keep fast 
in these positions until succours could come up 
from Lombardy ; but Napoleon had no mind to give 
them such respite. • 

The very next day after this victory he commanded 
a general assault on the Austrian line. Augereau, 
With a fresh division, marched at the left upon Mil- 
lesimo ; Massena led the centre towards Dego ; and 
Laharpe, with the French right wing, manoeuvred 
to turn the left flank of Beaulieu. 

Augereau rushed upon the outposts of Millesimo, 
mixed and retained the gorge which defends that 
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place* and cut off Proveni with two thousand Aus- 
triansy who occupied an eminence called Cossaria, 
horn the main body of Collins army. Next morningr 
Buonaparte himself arrived at that scene of the 
(^rations. He forced CoUi to accept battle, utterly 
broke and scattered him, and Provera, thus aban* 
doned* was obliged to yield at discretion. 

Meanwhile, Massena on the same day had as- 
saulted the heights of Biastro, and carrying them 
at the point of the bayonet, cut off Beaulieii's com- 
munication with Colli ; then Laharpe came in front 
and in Hsjik also upon the village of Dego, and after 
a most desperate conflict, drove the Austrian com- 
mander-in-chief from his post. From this moment 
€k)Ui and Beaulieu were entirely separated. After 
the affairs of Dego and MiUesimo, the former re- 
treated in disorder upon Ceva; the latter, hotly pur- 
saed, through a difficult country, upon Aqui : Colli, 
ot course, being anxious to cover Turin, while the 
Austrian had his anxious thoughts already upon 
Milan. Colli was asain defeated at Mondovi in his 
disastrous retreat: he there lost his cannon, his 
baggage, and the best part of his troops. The Sar- 
dinian army might be said to be anninilated. The 
conqueror took possession of Cherasco, within ten 
nules of Turin, and there dictated the terms on 
which the kins of Sardinia was to be permitted to 
retain any shadow of sovereign power. 

Thus, in less than a month, did Napoleon lay the 
gates of Italy open before him. He had defeated in 
three battles forces much superior to his own ; in- 
flicted on them, in killed, wounded, and prisoners, a 
loss of 25,000 men ; taken eighty guns and twenty- 
one standards ; reduced the Austrians to inaction ; 
jxtterly destroyed the Sardinian king's army; and, 
lastly, wrested from his hands Coni and Tortona, 
the two great fortresses called ** the keys of the 
^pa,"— and indeed, except Turin itself, every place 
Of any consequence in his dominions. This unfor- 
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timate prince did not long survive such humiliation. 
He was father-in-law to both of the brothers of 
Louis XVI., and, considering their cause and his 
own dignity as equally at an end, died of a broken 
heart, within a few days after he had signed the 
treaty of Cherasco. 

Buonaparte, meanwhile, had paused for a moment 
to consolidate his columns oh the heights, from 
which the Vast plain of Lombardy, rich and culti- 
vated like a garden, and watered with innumerable 
fertilizing streams, lay at length within the full view 
of his victorious soldiery. *^ Hannibal forced the 
Alps,'' said he, gayly, as he now looked back on those 
stupendous barriers, *^ and we have turned them.*' 

^ Hitherto^' (he thus addressed his troops) ** you 
have been fighting for barren rocks, memorable for 
your valour, but useless to your country ; but now 
your exploits equal those of the armies of Holland 
and the Rhine. You were utterly destitute, and you 
have suf^lied all your wants. You have gained 
battles without cannon, passed rivers without 
bridges, performed forced marches without shoes, 
bivouacked without strong liquors, and often with- 
out bread. None but republican phalanxes, soldiers 
of liberty, could have endured such things. Thanks 
for your perseverance! But, soldiers, you have 
done nothing — for there remains much to do. 
Milan is not yet ours. The ashes of the conquerors 
of Tarquin are still trampled by the assassins of 
Basseville." 

The consummate genius of this brief campaign 
could not be disputed ; and the modest language of 
the young general's despatches to the directory, lent 
addition^ grace to his fame. At this time the name 
of Buonaparte was spotless; and the eyes of all 
Eiurope were fixed in admiration on his career. 
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CHAPTER V. 

71b0 French ensa ti$ P« mt Plaeenta—'J%e Battle of Fomhto—Tlie 
Bridgv0fL§di—^i^oi0om oeen^ua MOam'-Bengnat and reaumaB kit 
Qnmwumd — huwrracUanof Pama—MUkarif ExeaUiona — 7%c French 
j^ass the Mtneio at Btfrgketto^BeauUea retreata behind the Adige-' 
JWoMfiM baaiegad—PeoM with the King af the Tuo SieiUea^Tha 
J^epe huofa a BeafUa- 

Piedmont being now in the hands of Buonaparte, 
the Austrian general concentrated his army be- 
hind the P09 with the purpose of preventing the 
invader from passing that great river, and making 
his way to the capitS of Lombardy. 

Napoleon employed every device to make Beau* 
lieu believe that he designed to attempt the passage 
of the Po at Y alenza ; and the Austrian, a man of 
routine, who had himself crossed the river at that 
point, was easily persuaded that these demonstra 
tions were sincere. Meanwhile, his crafty antago- 
nist executed a march of incredible celerity upon 
Placenza, fifty miles lower down the river; and ap- 
peared there on the 7th of May, to the utter conster- 
nation of a couple of Austrian squadrons, who hap- 
pened to be reconnoitring in that quarter. He had 
to convey his men across that great stream in the 
common ferry boats, and could never have suc- 
ceeded had there been any thing like an army to 
oppose him* Andreossi (afterward so celebrated) 
was commander of the advanced guard : Lannes 
(who became in the sequel marshal duke of Monte- 
bello) was the first to throw himself ashore at the 
head of some grenadiers. The German hussars 
were driven rapidly from their position, Buona- 
parte himself has said that no operation in war is 
more critical than the passage of a great river : on 
this occasion the skill of his arrangements enabled 
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him to pass one of the greatest in the world without 
the loss of a single man. 

Beaulieu, as soon as he ascertained how he had 
been outwitted, advanced upon Placenza, in the hope 
of making Buonaparte accept battle with the Po in 
his rear, and therefore under circumstances which 
must render any check in the highest degree disas- 
trous. Buonaparte, in the mean time, had no inten- 
tion to await the Austrian on ground so dangerous, 
and was marching rapidly towards Fombio, where 
he knew he should have room to manoeuvre. The 
advanced divisions of the hostile armies met at that 
village on the 8th of May. The Austrians occupied 
the steeples and houses, and hoped to hold out until 
Beaulieu could brin^ up his main body. But the 
French charged so impetuously with the bayonet, 
that the Austrian, after seeing one-third of his men 
fall, was obliged to retread in great confusion, 
leaving all his cannon behind him, across the Adda 
-—a large river, which, descending from the T3rrolese 
mountains, joins the Po at Pizzighitone ; and thus 
forms the immediate defence of the better part of 
the Milanese a^nst anjr army advancing from 
Piedmont. Behmd this river Beaulieu now con- 
centrated his army, establishing strong guards at 
every ford and bridge, and especially at Lodi, where, 
as he guessed (for once rightly), the French general 
designed to force his passage. 

The wooden bridge of Lodi formed the scene of 
one of the most celebrated actions of the war; and 
will ever be peculiarly mixed up with the name of 
Buonaparte himself. It was a great neglect in 
Beaulieu to leave it standing when he removed his 
head-quarters to the east bank of the Adda: his out- 
posts were driven rtipidly through the old straggling 
town of Lodi on the 10th ; and the French, sheltering 
themselves behind the walls and houses, lay ready 
to attempt the passage of the bridge. Beaulieu had 
placed a battery of thirty cannon so as to sweep it 
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completely ; and the enterprise of stoiming it in the 
face of this artillery, and of a whole army drawn up 
behind, is one of the most daring on record. 

Buonapartte^s first care was to place as many guns 
as he could get in order in direct opposition to this 
Austrian battery. A furious cannonade on his side 
of the river also now commenced. The general 
himself appeared in the midst of the fire, pointing 
with his own hand two ^^s in such a manner as to 
cut off the Austrians from the only path by which 
they could have advanced to undermine the bridge ; 
and it was on this occasion that the soldiery, de« 
lighted with his dauntless exposure of his person, 
conferred on him his honorary nickname of 7%e 
Uule Corporal* In the mean time, he had sent ge- 
neral Beaumont and the cavalry to attempt the pas- 
sage of the river by a distant lOiA (which they had 
much difficulty in effecting), and awaited with 
anxiety the moment when they should appear on 
the enemy's flank. When that took place, Beau- 
lieu's line, of course, showed some confusion, and 
Napoleon instantly gave the word. A column of 
grenadiers, whom he had kept ready drawn up close 
to the bridge, but under shelter of the houses, were 
in a moment wheeled to the left, and their leading 
files placed on the bridge. They rushed on, shouting 
Vhe la RqmbUqve ! but the storm of grape-shot for 
a moment checked them. Buonaparte, Lannes, 
Berthier, and Lallemagne, hurried to the front, and 
rallied and cheered the men. The column dashed 
across the bridge in despite of the tempest of fire 
that thinned them. The brave Lannes was the first 
who reached the other side. Napoleon himself the 
second. The Austrian artillery-men were bayonetted 
at their guns ere the other troops, whom Beaulieu 
had removed too far back, in his anxiety to avoid 
the French battery, could come to their assistance. 
Beaumont pressing gallantly with his horse upon 
the flank, and Napoleon's infantry forming rapidly 
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as they passed the bridge, and charging on the in- 
stant, the Austrian line became involved in inextri- 
cable confusion, broke up, and fled. The slaughter 
on their side was great; on the French, there fell 
only 200 men. With such rapidity, and conse- 
auently with so little loss, did Buonaparte execute 
this dazzling adventure — "the terrible passage,*' as 
he himself called it, "of the bridge of Lodi." 

It Was, indeed, terrible to the enemy. It deprived 
them of another excellent line of defence ; ana blew 
up the enthusiasm of the French soldiery to a pitch 
of irresistible daring. Beaulieu, nevertheless, con- 
trived to withdraw his troops in much better style 
than Buonaparte had anticipated. He gathered the 
scattered fragments of his force together, and soon 
threw the line of the Mincio, anomer tributaiy of 
the Po, between himself and his enemy. The great 
object, however, had been attained: the Austrian 
general escaped, and might yet defend Mantua, but 
no obstacle remained between the victorious invader 
and the rich and noble capital of Lombardy. The 
garrison of Pizzighitone, seeing themselves eflect- 
ually cut off from the Austrian army, capitulated. 
The French cavalry pursued Beaulieu as far as Cre- 
mona, which town they seized; and Buonaparte 
himself prepared to march at once upon Milan. It 
was after one of these affairs that an old Hungarian 
officer was brought prisoner to Buonaparte" who 
entered into conversation with him, and among 
other matters questioned him " what he thought of 
the state of the war ?♦• " Nothing," replied the old 
gentleman, who did not know he was addressing the 
general-in-chief,— " nothinff can be worse. Here is 
a young man who knows subsolutely nothing of the 
rules of war; to-day he is in our rear, to-morrow 
on our flank, next day again in our front. Such 
violations of the principles of the art of war are in- 
tolerable !" 
The archduke, who governed in Lombainly for 



T 



1 4th May.] snt£B8 mxlan. 4d 

ibe emperor, had made many a long prayer and 
{KTOcession ; but the samts appeared to take no com- 
passion on him, and he now withdrew from the 
capitkl. A revolutionary party had always existed 
there, as indeed in ey^ry part of the Austrian do- 
minions beyond the Alps ; and the tricolour cockade, 
the emblem of France, was now momited by multi- 
tudes of the inhabitants. The municipality hastened 
to mvite the conqueror to appear ammig them as 
t^ir friend and protector; and on the 14th of May, 
four days after Lodi, Napoleon accordingfly entered, 
in all the splendour of a military triumph, the vene- 
rable and opulent city of the old Lombard kings. 

He was not, however, to be flattered into the con- 
duct, as to serious matters, of a friendly general. 
He levied immediately a heavy contribution (ei|[^ht 
lumdred thousand pounds sterling) at Milan, — takmg 
possession, besides, of twenty of the finest pictures 
in the Ambrosian gallery. 

The conqueror now paused to look about and be- 
hind him ; and proceeded still farther to replenish 
his chest bv exactions, for which no justification can 
be adduced from the ordinary rules of international 
law. With Sardinia he had already reckqned; of 
the Austrian capital in Italy he had possession; 
lYiiSte was only one more of the Italian ^vemments 
(Naples) with which the French republie was actu- 
ally at war; although, indeed, he had never con- 
cealed his intention of revenging the fate of Basse- 
ville on the court of Rome. The other powers of 
Italy were, at worst, neutrals in the war; with Tus- 
cany and Venice, France had, in fact, friendly rela- 
tions. But Napoleon knew, or believed, that all the 
Italian governments, without exception, considered 
the French invasion of Italy as a common calamity ; 
the personal wishes of most of the minor princes 
(nearly connected as these were, by blood or alli- 
ance, with the imperial house of Austria) he, not 
unreasonably, concluded were strongly against his 
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own success in this great enterprise. Such were 
his pretences — ^more or less feasible ; the temptation 
wasyin fact, great ; and he resolved to consider and 
treat whatever had not been with him as if it had 
been against him. The weak but wealthy princes 
of Parma and Modena, and others of the same 
order, were forthwith compelled to purchase his 
clemency not less dearly than if they had been in 
arms. Besides money, of which he made them dis- 
burse large sums, he demanded from each a tribute 
of pictures and statues, to be selected at the discre- 
tion of citizen Monge and other French connois- 
seurs who now attended his march for such pur- 
poses. 

In modem warfare, the works of art h^ hitherto 
been considered as a species of property entitled in 
all cases to be held sacred ^ and Buonapaite^s violent 
and rapacious infraction of this rule now excited a 
mighty clamour throughout Europe. Whether the 
new system originated within himself, or in the 
commands of the directoir, is doubtful. But from 
this time the formation of a great national gallery 
of pictures and statues at Paris, was considered 
as an object of the first importance ; and every vic- 
torious general was expected to bring trophies of 
this kind in his train. Whether the fine arts them- 
selves are likely to be improved in consequence of 
the accumulation in any one place of such vast trea- 
sures as the Louvre ere lon|i; exhibited, there has 
been, and will no doubt contmue to be, much con- 
troversy. It is certain that the arts of France de- 
rived no solid advantage from Napoleon's museum. 
The collection was a mighty heap of incense for . 
the benefit of the national vanity; and the hand 
which brought it together was preparing the means 
of inflicting on that vanity one of t^e most intole- 
rable of wounds, in its ultimate dispersion. 

The duke of Modena would fain have redeemed 
the famous St. Jerome, of Correggio, at the price of 
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BO/HM. ; and Buonaparte's lieutenants ur^ed him to 
accept the money. ** No," said he^ " the duke's two 
millions of francs would soon be spent ; but his 
Corre^o will remain for ages to adorn Paris, and 
inspire the arts of France." The prophecy was not 
ii^^ired. Of one thing there can oe no doubt ; 
namely, that the abstraction of these precious monu- 
ments of art from the Italian collections was deeply 
and permanently resented by the Italian people. 
This sacrilege, as those enthusiastic and intelligent 
lovers of all the elegant arts considered it, turned 
back many a half-ms^e convert from the principles 
of the French revolution. 

Buonaparte remained but five days in Milan ; the 
citadel of that place still held out against him; but 
be left a detachment to blockade it, and proceeded 
himself in pursuit of Beaulieu. The Austrian had 
now planted the remains of his army behind the 
Biincio, having his left on the great and strone city 
of Mantua, which has been termed the ^ citadel of 
Italy," and his right at Peschiera, a Venetian for- 
tress, of which he took possession in spite of the 
remonstrances of the aoge. Peschiera stands 
where the Mincio *' flows out of its apparent lake," 
the Lago di Guarda. That great body of waters, 
stretching many miles backwards towards the Ty- 
Tolese Alps, at once extended the line of defence, 
and kept the communication open with Vienna. The 
Austrian veteran occupied one of the strongest po- 
sitions that it is possible to imagine. The invader 
hastened once more to dislodge him. 

The French directory, meanwhile, had begun to 
entertain certain not unnatural suspicions as to the 
ultimate flesigns of their young general, whose suc- 
cess and fame had already reached so astonishing a 
height. They determined to check, if they could, 
the career of an ambition which they apprehended 
might outgrow their control. Buonaparte was 
ordered to take half his army, and lead it against 
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ithe pope and the king of Napl^ and leare ike 
other half toteiminate the coBtest with Beauliea, 
under the orders of Kellermann. Bat. he acted on 
this occasion with the decision which these direetom 
in Tain desired to emulate. He answered by ie-> 
signing his command. ** One half of the army of 
Italy,'* said he, *^ cannot suffice to finish the matter 
witn the Austrian. It is only by keeping my force 
entire that I have been able to eain so many battles 
and to be now in Milan. You had better have one 
bad general than two good ones.** The directcxy 
durst not persist in displacing the chief whose name 
was considered as the pledge of victory. Napoleon 
resumed the undivided command, to which now» for 
the last time, his right had been questioned. 

Another unlooked-for occurrence delayed, for a 
few dajB longer, the march upon Mantua. The 
heavy exactions of the French, and even more per- 
haps the wanton contempt with which they tiieated 
the churches and the clergy, had produced or fos^ 
tcred the indignation oi a large put of the popula- 
tion throughout Lombardy. Reports of new Aoi* 
trian levies being poured down the passes of tibe 
T3rrol were spread and believed. Popular insmree- 
tions against the conqueror took place in various 
districts : at least 30,000 were in aims. At Pavia 
the insurgents were entirely triumphant ; they luid 
seized the town, and compelled the French garrison 
to surrender. 

This flame, had it been suffered to spread, threat- 
ened immeasurable evil to the French cause. Lan- 
nes instantly iharched^to Benasco, stormed the 
place, plundered and bun^ it, and put the inhabitants 
to the sword without mercy. The general in person 
appeared before Pavia; blew the gates open; easily 
^scattered the townspeople ; and caused the leaders 
to be executed, as if they had committed a crime in 
endeavouring to reseue their country from the arm 
of a foreign invader. Everywhere the ftame fero- 
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cious system was acted on. The insurgent com- 
manders were tried lay courts-martial, and shot with- 
out ceremony. At Lugo, where a French squadron 
of horse had been gallantly and disastrously defeated, 
the ^rhole of the male inhabitants were massacred. 
These bloody examples quelled the insurrections ; 
but they fixed the first dark and indelible stain on 
&e name of Napoleon Buonaparte. 

The spirit of the Austrian and Catholic parties in 
Itombardy thus ^crushed, the French advanced on the 
Mincio. The general made such disposition of his 
troops, that Beaulieu doubted not he meant to pass 
that river, if he could, at Peschiera. Meantime, he 
had been preparing to repeat the scene of Placenza, 
and actually, on the 30th of May, forced the pas- 
sage of the Mincio, not at Pesehiera, but further 
down at Borghetto. The Austrian garrison at Bor- 
ghetto in vain destroyed one arch of the bridge. 
Buonaparte supplied the breach with planks; and 
his men, flushed with so many victories, charged 
with a fury not to be resisted. Beaulieu was 
obliged to abandon the Mincio, as he had before the 
Adda and the Po, and to take up the new line of the 
Adige. 

. Meantime, an occurrence, which may be called 
accidental, had nearly done more than repay the 
Austrians for all their reverses. The left of their 
line, stationed still further down the Mincio, at 
Puzzuolo, no sooner learned from the cannonade 
that the French were at Borgjhetto, than they has- 
tened to ascend the stream, with the view of assist- 
mg the defence of their friends. They came too 
late for this ; the commander at Borghetto had re- 
treated ere they arrived. They, however, came un- 
expcctedly; and such was the chance, reachea 
Vafleggio after the French army had pursued me 
Austrians through it and onwards— and, »* ^Jr 
moment when Buonaparte and a few fnends, consi- 
dering the work of the day to be over, anrt mw 
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village as altogether in the rear of both anniea, 
about to sit dOMfn to dinner in security, Sebetendorfl^ 
who commanded the Puzzuolo division, came rapidiy, 
little guessing what a prize was near him« into the 
village. The French general's attendants had barely 
time to shut the gates of the inn, and alarm their 
chief by the cry *'to arms.'' Buonaparte threw 
himself on horseback» and galloping out by a back 
passage, effected the narrowest of escapes from the 
most urgent of daneers. Sebetendoiff was soon 
assaulted by a French column, and retreated, after 
Beaulieu's example, on the line of the Adige. Boo* 
naparte, profiting by the perilous adventure of Val- 
leg^io, instituteda small corps of picked men, called 
guideSf to watch continually over his personal safety* 
Such was the germ from which sprung by degrees 
the famous imperial guard of Napoleon. 

The Austrian had thus, in effect, abandoned lor 
the time the open country oS Italy. He now lay on 
the frontier between the vast tract of rich provinces 
which Napoleon had conquered and the Tyrol. The 
citadel of Milan, indeed, still held out; but the force 
there was not great, and, cooped up on every side* 
coyld not be expected to resist much longer. Man- 
tua, which possessed prodigious natural advantagfesy 
and into wnich the retreating general had flung a 
garrison of full 15,000 men, was, in truth, the last 
and only Italian possession of the imperial crown, 
which, as it seemed, there might still be a pos8i« 
bility of saving, Beaulieu anxiously awaited tho 
approach of new troops from Germany to attempt 
the relief of this great city ; and his antagonist, eager 
to anticipate the efforts of the imperial government, 
sat down immediately before it. 

Mantua lies on an island, beingf cut off on all sides 
from the main land by the branches of the Mincio, 
and approachable only by five narrow causeways, 
of which three were defended by strong and regular 
fortresses or intrenched camps, the other two by 
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fates, drawlmdg^s, and batteries. Situated amid 
fltagnant waters and morasses, its air is pestilential, 
'espeeially to strangers. The garrison were prepared 
to msuntain the position with their usual bravery ; 
and it remained to be seen whether the French 
general possessed any new system of attack, capa- 
ble of abridging the usual operations of the sieee, 
as effectually as he had alresuly done by those of the 
mareh and the battle. His commencement was 
alarming; of the five causeways, by sudden and 
overwhelming assaults, he obtained four ; and tiie 
garrison were cut off from the main land, except 
only at the fifth causeway, the strongest of them 
an, named, from a palace near it, LaFcPvorita. It 
seemed necessary, however, in order that this block- 
ade might be complete, that the Venetian territory, 
lying l]«yond Mantua, should immediately be occu-^ 
pied by the French. The power of this ancient go* 
vemment was no longer such as to inspire much 
respect, and Buonaparte resolved that the claim of 
neutrality should form no obstacle to his measure. 
The French directoiy had already most ungene* 
rously trampled on the dignity of Venice, by de- 
manding that she should no longer afford a retreat 
to the illustrious exile, the count of Provence, 
eldest surviving brother of Louis XVI.* T%at un- 
fortimate prince had, accordingly, though most re- 
luctantly, been desired to quit the Venetian states, 
and had already passed to the Rhine, where his gal- 
lant cousin, the prince of Cond^, had long been at 
the head of a small and devoted army composed of 
the expatriated gentry of France. Buonapnurte^ how- 
ever, chose to treat the reluctance with which 
Venice had been driven to this violation of her hos- 
pitality, as a new injury to his government: |ie 
argued that a power who had harlK»ured in friend- 
«lup, and unwillingly expeHed, the Pretender to the 

•The 9nw who became eflerwwd Lwito XVin. ©f F»nce. . 
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French monarchy, had lost all title to foibearanee 
on the part of the revolutionary forces. This waus 
a gross and ungenerous insult, and it was a gratai- 
tous one ; for he had a far better argument behind. 
The imperial general had, as we have seen, ne- 
glected the reclamations of the doge, when it suited 
his purpose to occupy Peschiera. "You are too 
weak," said Buonaparte, when the Venetian envoy 
reached his head-quarters, " to enforce neutrality 
on hostile nations such as Prance and Austria. 
Beaulieu did not respect your territory when his in 
terest bade him violate it ; nor shall I hesitate to 
occupy whatever falls within the line of the Adige.* 
In effect, garrisons were placed forthwith in Verona 
and all the strong places of that domain. The tri 
colour flag now waved at the mouth of the Tyro 
lese passes ; and Napoleon, leaving Serrurier to 
blockade Mantua, returned himself to Milan, where 
he had important business to arrange. 

The king of Naples, utterly confounded by the 
successes of the French, was now anxious to pro- 
cure peace, almost on whatever terms, with the ap- 
parently irresistible republic. Nor did it, for the 
moment, suit Buonaparte's views to contemn his 
advances. A peace with this prince would withdraw 
some valuable divisions from the army of Beaulieu ; 
and the distance of the Neapolitan territory was 
such, that the French had no means of carrsring the 
war thither with advantage, so long as Austria re- 
tained the power of sending new forces into Italy 
by the way of the Tyrol. He concluded an armi- 
stice accordingly, which was soon followed by a 
formal peace, with the king of the two Sicilies ; and 
the Neapolitan troops, who had recently behaved 
with eminent gallantry, abandoning the Austrian 
general, began their march to the south of Italy. 

This transaction placed another of Napoleon's 
destined victims entirely within his grasp. VTith 
no friend behind him, the pope saw himself at the 
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mercY of the invader; and in tenor prepared to 
BvdnaA. Buonaparte occupied immediately nis lega- 
tions of Boloffna and Ferrara, makinff prisoners in 
tbe latter of tfiese towns four hundred of the papa] 
troopsy and aeazdinal^ under whose orders they were. 
The ehwchman militant was dismissed on parole; 
bat, being recalled to head-quarters, answered that 
his master, the pope, had given him a dispensation 
to fafeak his promise. This exercise of the old dis- 
peiuMiig power excited the merriment of the con- 
qoeiors. The Vatican, meanwhile, perceived that 
BO time was to be lost. The Spanish resident at 
&e Roman court was despatched to Milan ; and the 
tenas on which the hc^y father was to obtain a brief 
respite were at lensth arranged. B\ionaparte de- 
manded and obtained a million sterling, a hundred 
of the feest pictmres and statues in me pap^ gal- 
lery, a large supply of military stores, ana tne ces- 
sioD of Ancona, Ferrara, and Bologna, with their 
respeetiye domains. 

He next turned his attention to the grand duke of 
Tnscanyy-— a prince who had not only not taken any 
part in the war against the republic, but had been 
the very first of the European rulers to recognise 
its establishment, and had kept on terms of friend- 
ship with all its successive authorities. Buona- 
jWte, however, in pursuance of his system, resolved 
uiat the brother of the emperor should pay for his 
presumed inclinations. For the present, the Floren- 
tine museum and the sprand duke's treasury were 
spared; but Leg^hom, me seaport of Tuscany and 
great feeder of its wealth, was seized without cere- 
ffiony; the English goods in that town were confis- 
cated to the ruin of the merchants ; and a great 
nxanber of English vessels in the harbour made a 
fiaiTOw escape. The grand duke, in place of resent- 
ing these injuries, was obliged to receive Buona- 
P^ with aU the appearance of cordiality at Flo- 
i»nce ; and the spoiler repaid his courtesy by telling 
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him, rubbing his hands with glee, during the princely 
entertainment provided for him, ^ I hAve just re- 
ceived letters from Milan ; the citadel has fallen ; 
-^your brother has no longer a foot of land in Loin* 
bardy." ^ It is a sad case," said Napoleon himseii^ 
long afterward, — speaking of these scenes of exac- 
tion and insolence, — ^'^when the dwarf comes into 
the embrace of the giant, he is like enough to be suffo- 
cated ; but H is the gianf s nature to squeeze hard.** 
In the mean time, the general did not neglect the 
ereat and darling plan of me French government, of 
ttioroughly revolutionizing the norm of Italy, and 
establishing there a groupe of republics modeiled 
after their owq likeness, and prepiu^d to act as sub- 
servient allies in their mighty contest with the Euro- 
pean monarchies. The peculiar circumstances of 
Northern Italy, as a land of ancient fame and high 
spirit, long split into fra|nsients, and ruled for the 
most part by governors of German oriffin, presented 
,many facilities for the realization of this design; 
land Buonaparte was urged constantly by his govern* 
,'ment at Paris, and by a powerful party in Lombardy, 
jto hasten its execution. He, however, had by this 
time learned to think of many idols of the directory, 
Svith about as little reverence as they bestowed on 
the shrines of Catholicism ; in his opinion more was 
to be gained by temporizing with both the govern- 
ments and the people of Italy, than by any hasty 
measures of the kind recommended. He saw well 
the deep disgust which his exactions had excited. 
^ You cannot," said he, '* at one and the same mo- 
ment rob people, and persuade them you are their 
friends." He fancied, moreover, that the pope and 
other nerveless rulers of the land might be converted 
into at least as convenient ministers of French ex- 
action, as any new establishments he could raise in 
their room. Finally, he perceived that whenever the 
directory were to arrange seriously the terms of a 
settlement with the great monarchy of Austria, their 
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best method would be to restore Lombardy, and 
tiiereby purchase the continued possession of the 
more conveniently situated territories of Belgium 
and the Louxembourg. The general, therefore, 
temporized ; content, in the mean time, with draining 
the exchequers of the governments, and cajoling 
from day to day the population. The directory were 
with difficulty persuaded to let him follow his own 
cooifse ; but he now despised their wisdom, and they 
bad been tau|fht effectually to dread his strenpfth. 

Napoleon, it is clear enough, had no intention to 
grant these Italian governments any thinff but a re- 
spite ; nor is it to be doubted that their disposition 
to take part with Austria remained as it had been 
before they entered into these treaties with France. 
That the purpose of deceit was mutual, affords, 
however, no plea of justification — ^least of all to the 
stronger parfy. " It will be well,'* says sir Walter 
Scott, ^ with the world, when falsehood and finesse 
are as thoroug^y exploded in international commu- 
nication, as they are among individuals in all civil- 
ized countries." 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Wwrmnit tt^tedt* BMndi tu Jr m 4am Ml MaT$tu flurrdfc tii«i Gcr- 
tk0 



wUwt ff€td to rttnat M^muir^ 7%« Auttrismi aivmutjram 
near Cattii^wn&^Wurm$9r retrwUf en Trau, aaniU raemi 



B4UiUafRmf0r0do^B&tiUtfPrimoUM--BMiae efBrnttmie BettiU 
^f 8L Omrge^Wwrmwr aknU vp tn Mantua. 

Thk general was now recalled to the war. The 
cabinet of Vienna, apt 'to be slow/ but sure to be 
persevering, had at last resolved upon sending effi- 
cient aid to the Italian frontier. Beanlieu had been 
too often unfortunate to be trusted longer : Wunnsor, 
who enjoyed a reputation of the- highest class, was 
sent to replace him : 30,000 men were drafted from 
the armies on the Rhine to accompany the new 
general ; and he carried orders to strengthen himself 
further on his march, by whatever recruits he could 
raise among the warlike and loyal population of the 
Tyrol. 

The consequences of thus weakening the Austrian 
force on the Rhine were, for the moment, on that 
scene of the contest, inauspicious. The French, 
in two separate bodies, forced the passage of the 
Rhine under Jourdan and M oreau ; before whom the 
imperial generals, Wartensleben and the archduke 
Charles, were now compelled to retire. 

But the skill of the archduke ere long enabled him 
to effect a junction with the columns of Wartensle- 
ben ; and thus to fall upon Jourdan with a great su- 
periority of numbers, and give him a signal defeat 
The loss of the French in the field was great, and 
the bitter hostility of the German peasantry made 
their retreat a bloody one. Moreau, on the other 
hand, learning how Jourdan was discomfited, found 
himself compelled to give up the plan of pursuing 
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his march further into Germany, and executed that 
famoas retreat through the Black Forest which has 
made his name as splendid as any victory in the field 
eoidd have done. But this reverse, however alle- 
viated by the honours of Moreau's achievement, 
was attended with appearances of the most perilous 
land. The genius of Camot had devised. a great 
scheme of operations, of which one half was thus 
at once cut short. He had meant Moreau and Jour- 
dan, coalescing beyond the Rhine, to march upon the 
fyrol; while Buonaparte should advance from the 
scene of his Italian conquests, join his brother ge- 
nerals on that frontier, and then march in union with 
^m to dictate a peace before the gates of Vienna. 
All hope of this junction of forces was now at an 
end for this campaign. The French saw themselves 
^pelled to resume the defensive on the western 
frontier of Germany ; and the army of Italy had to 
await the overwhelming war which seemed ready 
to pour down upon Lomoardy from the passage of 
theTyrol. 

Wurmser's army, when he fixed his head-quarters 
at Trent, mustered in all 80,000 ; while Buonaparte 
Jad but 30,000 to hold a wide country in which ab- 
horrence of the French cause was now prevalent, 
to keep up the blockade of Mantua, and to oppose 
uiis fearful odds of numbers in the field. He was 
Dowi moreover, to act on the defensive, while his 
adversary assumed the more inspiriting character of 
®^er. He awaited the result with calmness. 

Warmser might have learned from the successes 
of Buonaparte the advantages of compact jfaove- 
nient; yet he was^ unwise enough to divide his great 
force into three separate columns, and to place one 
of these upon a line of march which entirely sepa- 
rated it from the support of the others. He himself. 
With his centre, came down oiyhe left bank of the 
^0 di Guarda, with MaMPbefore him as his 
^»; his left wing, under Melas, was to descend 

Vol, I.^p ^ 
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the Adige, and drive the French from Verona ; wfiUc 
his right wing, under Quasdonowich, was ordered 
to keep down the valley of the Chiese, in the direc- 
tion of Brescia, and so to cut off the retreat of 
Buonaparte upon the Milanese ;^in other words, to 
interpose the waters of the Lago di Guarda between 
themselves and the march of their friends — a blunder 
not likely to escape the eag:le eye of Napoleon. 

He immediately determined to march against 
Quasdonowich, and fight him where he could not be 
supported by the other two columns. This' could 
not be done without abahdoning for the time the 
blockade of Mantua; but it was not for Buonaparte 
to hesitate about purchasing a great ultimate ad- 
vantage, by a present sacrifice, however disagree- 
able. The guns were buried in the trenches durinr 
the night of the 31st July, and the French quitted 
the place with a precipitation which the advancing 
Austrians considered as the result of terror. 

Napoleon, meanwhile, rushed against Quasdono- 
wich, who had already come near the bottom of the 
lake of Guarda. At Salo, close by the lake, and 
further from it, at Lonato, two divisions of the Aus- 
trian column were attacked and overwhelmed. Au- 
gereau and Massena, leaving merely rear-^ards at 
Borghetto and Peschiera, now marched mso upon 
Brescia. The whole force of Quasdonowich must 
inevitably have been ruined by these combinations 
had he stood his ground ; but by this time the cele- 
rity of Napoleon had overawed him, and he was 
already in fuU retreat upon his old quarters in the 
Tyrol. Augereau and Massena, therefore, counter- 
marched their columns, and returned towards the 
Mincio. They found that Wurmser had forced 
their rear-guards from their posts : that of Massena, 
under Pigeon, had retired in good order to Lonato; 
that of Augereau, under Vallette, had retreated in 
confusion, abandonii||^f|tstigUone to the Austrians* 

Flushed with these successes, old Wurmser now 
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resolved to throw his whole force upon the French^ 
und resume at the point of the bayonet his commu- 
nication with the scattered column of Quasdono- 
'wich. He was so fortunate as to defeat the gallant 
Pigeon at Lonato, and to occupy thai town. But 
this new success was fatal to hun. In the exulta- 
tion of victory he extended his line too much 
towards the right ; and this over-anxiety to open the 
communication with Quasdonowich had the effect 
of so weakenin|^ his centre, that Massena^ boldly 
and skilfully seizing the opportunity, poured two 
strong columns on Lonato, and regained iSae position ; 
whereon the Austrian, perceiving that his army was 
cat in two, was thrown into utter confusion. Some 
of his troops, marching to the right, were met by 
those of the French who had already defeated Quas- 
donowich in that quarter, and obliged to surrender : 
the most retreated in great disorder. At Castiglione 
alone a brave stand was made. But Augereau, burn- 
ing to wipe out the disgrace of Vallette,* forced the 
position, though at a severe loss. Such was the 
battle of Lonato. Thenceforth nothing could sur- 
pass the discomfiture and disarray of the Austrians. 
They fled in all directions upon the JVIincio, where 
Wurmser himself, meanwhile, had been employed 
in revictualling Mantua. 

A mere accident had once more almost saved the 
Austrian. One of the many defeated divisions of 
the army, wandering about in anxiety to find some 
means of reaching the Mincio, came suddenly on 
Lonato, the scene of the late battle, at a moment 
when Napoleon was there with only his staff and 
guards about him. He knew not that any consi 
derable body of Austrians remained together in the 
neighbourhood ; and but for his presence of mind 
must have been their prisoner. The Austrian had 
nof the skill to profit by what fortune threw in his 

* VaUeCte was caahiaKd. Augareau was afterward created dolte of 
C^igliona, in m&nory of tbis exploit. 
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way; his enemy was able to tnm even a blunder 
into an advantage. The officer sent to demand ttie 
surrender of the town was brought blindfolded, as is 
the custom, to his head-quarters ; Buonaparte, by a 
secret sign, caused his whole staff to draw up around 
him, and when the bandage was removed from the 
messenger's eyes, saluted him thus : ^ What means 
tiiis insolence! Do you beard the French general 
in the middle of his army?*' The German recog- 
nised the person of Napoleon, and retreated stam- 
mering and blushing. He assured his conmiander 
that I^nato was occupied by the French in numbers 
that made resistance impossible ; 4000 men laid down 
their arms ; and then discovered, that if they had 
used them, nothing could have prevented Napoleon 
from being their prize. 

Wurmser collected together the whole of his re- 
maining force, and advanced to meet the conqueror. 
He, meanwhile, had himself determined on the as- 
saillt, and was hastening to the encounter. They 
met between Lonato and Castifflione. Wurmser 
was totally defeated, and narrowly escaped being a 
prisoner ; nor did he without great difficulty regain 
Trent and Roveredo, those frontier positions from 
which his noble army had so recently descended 
with all the confidence of conquerors. In this dis- 
astrous campaign the Austrians lost 40,000: Buona- 
parte probably understated his own loss at 7000. 
During the seven days which the campaign occupied, 
he never took off his boots, nor slept except by 
starts. The exertions which so rapidly achieved 
this signal triumph were such as to demand some 
repose ; yet Napoleon did not pause until he saw 
Mantua once more completely invested. The rein- 
forcement and revictualling of that garrison were all 
that Wurmser could show, in requital of hisiost 
artillery, stores, and 40,000 men. 

During this brief campaign, the aversion with 
which the ecclesiastics of Italy regarded the French 
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niaaifested itself in varioiis quarters. At Pavia, 
Fenrara, and elsewhere, insurrection had broken 
out, and the spirit was spreading rapidly at the mo- 
ment when the report of Napoleon's new victory 
came to reawaken terror and paralyze revolt. The 
conqueror judged it best to accept for the present 
the lesubtnission, however forced, of a party too 
powerful to be put down by examples. The cardi* 
pal Mattel, archbishop of Ferrara, being brought 
into his presence, uttered the single word pecavi: 
the victor was contented with ordering him a penance 
of seven days' fasting and prayer in a monastery: 
but he had no intention to forget these occurrences 
whenever another day of reckoning with the pope 
flhoold come. 

While he was occupied with restoring quiet in the 
country, Austria, ever constant in adversity, hastened 
to place d0,000 fresh troops under the orders of 
Wurmser ; and the brave veteran, whose heart no« 
thing could chill, prepared himself to make one 
UiOTe effort to relieve Mantua, and drive the French 
out of Lombardy. His army was now, as before, 
^eatly the superior in numbers; and though the 
Dcahng of his troops was more modest, their gal- 
lantry remained unimpaired. Once more the old 
ffeaeral divided his army ; and once more he was 
destined to see it shattered in detail. 

He marched from Trent towards Mantua, through 
the defiles of the Brenta, at the head of 30,000; 
leaving 20,000 under Davidowich at Roveredo, to 
cover the Tyrol. Buonaparte instantly detected the 
^ROT of his opponent. He suffered him to advance 
iinmolested as far as Bassano, and the moment he 
^ there, and consequently completely separated 
woni Davidowich and his rear, drew together a 
strong force, and darted on Roveredo, by marches 
such as seemed credible only after they had been 
^^^complished. 

%^. 4.] The battle of Roveredo is one of Na* 

FS 



b6 2«AK>£B0ii II0ONAVAXTB. [Septembei^ 

poleoQ^s most illiutrioiu days. The enemy bad a 
0trongl)r intremshed camp in front of the town; sod 
behind it, in case of misfortune, Caliiano, vriih its 
castle seated on a precipice over the Adige, n^iere 
that river flows between enormous rocks and moon* 
tainSf appeared to offer an impregnable relieat 
Nothing could withstand the ardour of the French. 
The Austhans, though they defended the intrenched 
camp with their usual obstmacy, were forced to give 
way by the impetuosity of Dubois and his hussars. 
Dubois fell, mortally wounded, in the moment of 
his fflor3r : he waved his sabre, cheering his men on- 
wards with his last breath. '< I die;^ said he, ^ for 
the republic';— only let me hear, ere life leaves me, 
that the victory is ours.'' The French horse, thus 
animated, pursued the Grermans, who were driven, 
unable to rally, through and beyond the town. 
Even the gigantic defences of Galliano jHroved of 
no avail. Height after height was carried at the 
point of the bayqnet; 70W prisoners and fifteen 
cannon remained with the conquerors. The Aus- 
trians fled to Levisa, which guards one of the chief 
defiles of the Tyrolese Alps, and were there beaten 
again. Vaubois occupied this important position 
with the gallant division who had forced it. Mas- 
sena fixed himself in Wurmser's late head-quarters 
at Trent ; and Napoleon, having: thus totally cut off 
the field-marshal's communication wiUi Germany, 

Eroceeded to issue proclamations calling on the in- 
abitants of the Tyrol to receive the French as 
friends, and seize the opportunity of freemg them- 
selves for ever from the dominion of Austria. He 
put forth an edict declaring that the sovereignty of 
the district was henceforth in the French republic, 
and inviting the people themselves to arrange^ ac- 
cording to their pleasure, its interior government. 

The French general made a grievous mistake 
when he supposed that the Tyrolese were divided 
in their attachment to the Austrian government, be- 
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eaose he had found the Italian subjects of that 
crown to be so. The Tyrol, one of the most ancient 
of the Austrian possessions, had also been one of 
the best governed ; the people enjoyed all the liberty 
they wished under a paternal administration. They 
leceired with scornful coldness the flattering ex* 
hortations of one in whom they saw only a victorious 
and rapacious enemy; and ouonaparte was soon 
satisfied that it would cost more time than was then 
at his disposal to republicanize those gallant moun* 
taineers. They, in fact, began to am* themselves, 
and waited but the signal to rise every where upon 
the invaders. 

Wurmser heard wilh dismay of the utter ruin of 
Davidowich ; and doubted not that Napoleon would 
now march onwards into Germany, and, joining 
Jourdan and Moreau, whose advance he had heard 
of, and misguessed to have been successful, endea- 
vour to reafize the great scheme of Carnot — ^that of 
attacking Vienna itself: The old general saw no 
chance of converting what remained to him of his 
army to good purpose, but by remaining in Lom- 
bardy, where he thought he might easily excite the 
peojue in his emperor's favour, overwhelm the slen- 
der garrisons left by Buonaparte, and so cut off, at 
all events, the French retreat through Italy, in case 
they should meet with any disaster in the Tyrol or 
in Germany. Napoleon had intelligence which 
Wurmserwanted. Wurmser himself was his mark : 
and he returned from Trent to Primolano where the 
Austrian's vanguard lay, by a forced march of not 
less than sixty miles performed in two days ! The 
surprise with which this descent was received may 
be imagined. The Austrian van was destroyed in a 
twinkling. The French, pushing every thing before 
ihem, halted that nifht at Cismone— where Napoleon 
was glad to have naif a private soldier's ration of 
bread for his sui^r. Next day he reached Bassano, 
where the old Austrian once more expected the fatal 
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ttncoimiet. The battle of Bassano (Sept. 8) was 
a fatal repetition of those that had gone before it. 
Six thousand Austrians laid down their arms. Quas- 
donowicht with one division of 4000, escaped to 
Friuli; while Wurmser himself, retreating to Vi- 
cenza, there coUeeted with difficulty a remnant of 
16,000 beaten and discomfited soldiers. His situa- 
tion was most unhappy; his communication with 
Austria wholly cut off— 4iis artillery and baggage all 
lost — the flower of his army no more. Nothing 
seemed to remain but to throw himself into Mantua, 
and there hold out to the last extremity, in the hope, 
however remote, of some succours from Vienna; 
and such was the resolution of this often outwitted^ 
but never dispirited, veteran. 

In order to execute his purpose, it was necessary 
to force a passage somewhere on the Adige ; and the 
Austrian, especially as he had lost all his pontoons, 
would have had great difficulty in doing so, but for 
a mistake on the part of the French commander at 
Legnago, who, conceiving the attempt was to be 
made at Verona, marched to reinforce the corps 
stationed there, and so left his own position un- 
guarded. Wurmser, taking advantage of this, passed 
with his army at Legnago, and after a series of 
bloody skirmishes, in which fortune divided her 
favours pretty equally, at leijigth was enabled to 
throw himself into Mantiia; Napoleon made 
another narrow escape, in one of these skirmishes, 
at Areola. -He was surrounded for a moment, and 
had just galloped off, when Wurmser, coming up, 
and learning that the prize was so near, gave parti- 
cular directions to bring-him in alive ! 

Buonaparte, after making himself master of some 
scattered corps which had not been successful in 
keeping up with Wurmser, reappeared once more 
before Mantua. The battle of St. George — so called 
from one of the suburbs of the citv — was fought 
oa the 13th of September, and a/ter prodigious 
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slaDgfater, the French remained in possession of all 
the causeways ; so that the blockade of the city and 
fortress was thenceforth complete. The garrison, 
when Wurmser shut himself up, amounted to 
26,000 : ere October was far advanced, the pestilen- 
tial air of the place, and the scarcity and oadness 
of provisions, had filled his hospitals, and left him 
hardly half the number in fighting condition. The 
misery of the besieged town was extreme ; and if 
Austria meant to rescue Wurmser, there was no time 
to be lost. 
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Thk French party in Corsica had not contem- 
plated without pride and exultation the triumphant 
success of their countryman. His seizure of Leg- 
horn, by cutting off the Aipplies from England, 
greatly aistressed the opposite party in the island, 
and an expedition of Corsican exiles, which he now 
despatched from Tuscany, was successful in finally 
reconquering the country. To Napoleon this ac- 
quisition was due; nor were the directory insensible 
to its value. He, meanwhile, had heavier business 
on his hands. 

The Austrian council well knew that Mantua was 
in excellent keeping; and being now relieved on 
the Rhenish frontier, by the failure of Jourdan and 
Moieau's attempts, were able to form once more a 
powerful armament on that of Italy. The supreme 
eommand was given to marshal Alvinzi, a veteraK 
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of high reputation. He, having made extensive 
levies, in lUyria, appeared at FrioLi; while Davido- 
wich, with the remnant of Quasdohovich's army, 
amply recruited among the bold peasantry of the 
Tyrol, and with fresh drafts from the Bhine, took 
ground above Trent. The marshal had in all 60,000 
men under his orders. Buonaparte had received 
only twelve new battalions, to replace all the losses 
of tnos^ terrible campaigns, in which three imperial 
armies had sdready been annihilated. Hie Austrian 
superiority of numbers was once more such, that 
nothinff, but the most masterly combinations on the 
part of the French general, could have prevented 
them from sweeping everything beJTore them in the 
plains of Lombturdy. 

Buonaparte heard in the beginning of October 
that Alvinzi's columns were in motion: he had 
placed Vaubois to guard Trent, and Massena at 
Bassano to check the march of the field-marshal; 
but neither of these generals was able to hold his 
ground. The troops of Vaubois were driven from 
that position of Cjdliano, the strength of which has 
been already mentioned, under circumstances which 
Napoleon considered disgraceful to the character 
of the French soldiery. Massena avoided iKattle ; 
but such was the ovenfhelming superiority of Al« 
vinzi, that he was forced to abandon the position of 
Bassano. Napoleon himself hurried forward to 
sustain Massena ; and a severe rencontre, in which 
either side claimed the victory, took place at Yi- 
cenza. The French, however, retreated, and Buona* 
parte fixed his head-quarters at Verona. The whole 
country between the Brenta and the Adige was in 
Alvinzi's hands; while the still strong and deter- 
mined garrison of Mantua, in Napoleon's rear, ren- 
dering it indispensable for him to divide his forces, 
made his position eminently critical. 

His first care was to visit the discomfited troops 
of Vaubois. "You have displeased me," said h% 



1 796.J BKIUOE OF ABCOLA. 71 

** you have suffered yourselves to be diiveti from 
positions ii^here a handful of determined men mi^ht 
nave bid an anny defiance. You are no longer 
French soldiers ! You belong not to the drmy of 
Italy*'' At these ivords tears streamed down the 
rugged cheeks of the grenadiers. ^. Place us but 
once mone in the van," cried they, "and you shall 
jadge whether we do not belong to the army of 
Italy." The general dropped his angry tone ; and 
in the rest of the campaign no trodps more distin- 
guished themselves than these. 

Having thus revived the ardour of his soldicrVf 
Buonaparte concentrated his columns on the right 
of the Adige, while Alvinsd took up a very strong 
position on the heights of Caldiero, on the left bank» 
nearly opposite to Yerona. In pursuance of the 
same system which had already so often proved 
fatal to his opponents, it was the object of Buona- 
parte to assault Alvinzi, and scatter his forces, ere 
they could be joined by Davidowich. He lost no 
time, therefore, in attacking the heights of Caldiero ; 
but in spite of all that Massena, who headed the 
charge, could do, the Austrians, strong iu numbers 
and in position, repelled the assailants with great 
carnage. A terrible tempest prevailed during the 
action, and Napoleon, in his despatches, endeavoured 
to shift the blame to the elements. 

The country behind Caldiero lying open to Davi- 
dowich, it became necessary t6 resort to other means 
of assault, or permit the dreaded junction to occur. 
The genius of Buonaparte suggested to him on 
this occasion a movement altogether unexpected. 
During the night, leaving 1,500 men under Kilmaine 
to guard Yerona, he marched for some space rear- 
wards, as if he had meant to retreat on Mantnay 
which the failure of his recent assault rendered not 
unlikely. But his colunms were ere long wheeled 
again towards the Adige ; and finding a bridge ready 
prepared, were at once placed on the same side ot 



12 NAPOL£ON BUONAFAXTE. [NoV. 1 

the river with the enemy, — but in the rear altogcth 
of his position, amid those wide-spreading mo* 
rasses which cover the country about Areola. This 
daring nnovement was devised to place Ns^leon 
between Alvinzi and Davidowich; but the unsafe 
nature of the Qpround, and the n^rowness of the 
dykes, by which alone he could advance on Areola, 
rendered victory difficult, and reverse most hazard- 
ous. He divided his men into three columns, and 
charged at daybreak by the three dykes which con- 
duct to Areola. The Austrian, not suspecting that 
the main body of the French had evacuiaUed Verona, 
treated this at first as an aifoir of light troops ; but 
as day advanced the truth became apparent, and 
these narrow passages were defended with the most 
determined gallantly. Augereau he^ed the first 
column that reached the bridge of Areola, and was 
there, after a desperate effort, driven back with great 
loss. Buonapaicte, perceiving the necessity of car- 
rying the point ere Alvinzi could arrive, now threw 
himself on the bridge, and seizing a standard, urged 
his grenadiers once more to the charge. 

The fire was tremendous ; once more the French 
gave way. Napoleon himself, lost in the tumult, 
was ^rne backwards, forced over the dyke, and had 
neariy been smothered in the morass, while some 
of the advancing Austrians were already between 
liim and his baffled column. His imminent danger 
was observed : the soldiers caught the alarm, and 
rushing forwards, with the cry " Save the general," 
overthrew the Germans with irresistible violence, 
plucked Napoleon from the bog, and carried the 
bridge. This was the first battle of Areola. [NoVm 
15.] 

This movement revived in the Austrian lines their 
terror for the name of Buonaparte ; and Alvinzi saw 
that no time was to be lost if he meant to preserve 
his communication with Davidowich. He abandoned 
Caldiero, and gaining the open country behind Ar^ 
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eoia, robbed his enemy for ttie moment of the ad^^ 
vantsige which his skill had gained. Napoleon, per- 
ceiving that Areola was no longer in the rear of his 
enemy hot in his front, and fearful lest Vaubois 
might be overwhelmed by Davidowich, while Alvinzi 
remained thus between him and the Brenta, evar* 
enated Areola, and retreated to Roneo. 

Next morning, having ascertained that Davide^ 
wich had not been engaged with Vanbois, Napoleon, 
once more advanced upon Areola. The place was 
once more defended bravely, and once more it was 
earned. But this second battle of Areola proved 
no more decisive than the flrst ; for Alvinzi still 
contrived to maintain his main force unbroken in 
the d^todt country behind ; and Buonaparte onee 
more retreated to Ronco. 

JVoo. 17.] The third day was decisive. On this 
occasion also he carried Areola ; and, by two stra- 
tagems, was enabled to make his victory effectual.* 
An ambuscade, planted among some willows, sud- 
denly opened fire on a column of Croats, threw 
them into confusion, and,' rushing from the conceal- 
ment, crushed them down into the opposite bog, 
where most of them died. Napoleon was anxious 
to follow up this success by charging the Austrian 
main body on the firm ground behind the marshes* 
But it was no easy matter to reach them there. 
He had, in various quarters, portable bridges ready 
for crossing the ditches and canals ; but the enemy 
stood in good order, and three days^ hard fighting 
had neariy exhausted his own men. In one of his 
conversations at St Helena, he thus told the story* 
''At Aircola, I gained the battle with twenty-five 
horsemen. I perceived the critical moment of las- 
situde in either army — ^when the oldest and bravest 
would have been glad to be in their tents. All my 
men had been engaged. Three times I had been 
obliged to re-establish the battle. There remained 
to me bat some twenty-five gvides* I sent them 
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round on the flank of the enemy with three tnun- 
pets, bidding them blow loud and charge furiously. 
Here u the French cavalry ^ was the cry.; and they 
took to flight." ..... The Austrians doubted not that 
Murat and all the horse had forced a way throug^h 
the bogs ; and at that moment Buonaparte command- 
ing a general assault in front, the confusion became 
hopeless. Al vinzi retreated finally, though in decent 
order, upon Montebello. 

It was at Areola that Muiron, who ever since the . 
storming of Little Gibraltar had lived on terms of 
brother-like intimacy with Napoleon, seeing a bomb 
about to explode, threw himself between it and his 
general, and thus saved his life at the cost of his 
own. Napoleon, to the end of his life, remembered 
and regretted this heroic friend. 

In these three days Buonaparte lost 8000 men: 
the slaughter among his opponents must have been 
terrible. Davidowich, in never coming up to join 
Alvinzi after his success over Vaubois, and Wurm- 
ser, in remaining quiet at Mantua when by advancing 
with his garrison he might have incommoded the 
French rear, were guilty of. grievous raisjudgnient 
or indecision.- Once more the rapid combinations 
of Napoleon had rendered all the efforts of the 
Austrian cabinet abortive. For two months after the 
last day of Areola, he remained the undisturbed 
master of Lombardy. All that his enemy could 
show, in set-off for the slaughter and discomfiture 
of Alvinzi's campaign, was .that they retained pos- 
session of Bassano and Trent, thus interrupting 
Buonaparte^s access to the Tyrol and Germany. 
This advantage was not trivial; but it had been 
dearly bought. . 

A fourth army had been bafHed ; but the resolu- 
tion of the imperial court was indomitable, and new 
levies were diligently forwarded to reinforce Al- 
vinzi. Once more (January 7, 1797) the marshal 
found himself at the head of 60,000 : once more his 
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supelriority over Napoleon's muster-roll was enor- 
mous ; and once more he descended from the moun- 
tains with the hope of relieving Wurmser and recon- 
quering Lombardy. The fifth act of the trag^edy 
was yet to be performed. 

We may here pause, to notice some civil events of 
importance, which occurred ere Alvinzi made his 
final descent. The success of the French naturally 
gave new vigour to the Italian party who, chiefly in 
the large towns, were hostile to Austria, and desirous 
to settle their own government on the republican 
model. Napoleon had by this time come to be any 
thing but a jacobin in his political sentiments : his 
habitsof command ; his experience of the narrow 
and ignorant management of the directory ; his per- 
sonal intercourse with the ministers of sovereign 
powers; his sense, daily strengthened by events, 
that whatever good was done in Italy was owing to 
his own skill and the devotion of his army,— all 
these circumstances conspired to make him respect 
himself and conterain the government, almost in 
despite of which he had conquered kingdoms for 
Prance. He therefore regarded now with little 
sympathy the aspirations after republican organiza- 
tion, which he had himself originally stimulated 
among the northern Italians. He knew, however, 
that the directory had, by absurd an,d extravagant 
demands, provoked the pope to break off the treaty 
of Bologna, and to raise his army to the number of 
40,000,— that Naples had every disposition to back 
his holiness with 30,000 soldiers, provided any re- 
verse should befall the French in Lombardy,— and, 
finally, that Alvinzi was rapidly preparing for 
another march, with numbers infinitely superior to 
what he could himself extort from the government 
of Paris ;♦ and considering these circumstances, he 
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received only 7000 ceeruite. 
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fdt himself compelled to seek stren^hby gratifying^ 
his Italian friends. T*wo repubhcs acccNrdiog^Iy 
were organized; the Cispadane and the Transpa- 
dane — ^handmaicte rather than sisters of the great 
French democracy. These events took place during^ 
the period of mibtary inaction which followed the 
Tictories of Areola. The new republics hastened 
to repay Napoleoo's favomr by raising troops, and 
placed at his disposal a foroe which 1:^ considered 
as sufficient to keep the papal army in check during- 
the expected renewal of AlTinsi's efforts. 

Buonaparte at this period practised every art to 
make himself popular with the Italians; nor was it 
of little moment that they in fact regarded him more 
as tiieir own countryman than a Frenchman ; that 
their beautiful language was his mother tongue ; that 
he knew their manners and their literature, and even 
in his conquering rapacity displayed his esteem for 
their arts. He waa wise enough, too, on farther 
familiarity with the state of the country, to dxpp 
that tone of hostility which he had at first adopted 
towards the priesthood; and to cultivate the most 
influential members of that powerful order by atten« 
tions which the directory heard of with wonder, and 
would have heard of, had he been any other than 
Napoleon, with scorn and contempt.*^ Wherever he 
could have personal intercourse with the priesthood, 
he seems to have considerably softened their spleen. 
Meantime, the clergy beyond the Apennines, and the 
nobility of Romagna^ were combimng all their efforts 
to rouse the population against him ; and the pope, 
pushed, as we have seen, to despair by the French 

* He found among tban a wealthy old canon of his own Rame, who 
trai provd to bail the Ck>ntean as a true descendant of the Tosean 
Bttonapartea ; wtio entertained hftn and his whole staff with mvch 
flfriendour ; amused tlw general with his anxiety that some interest 
aliould be applied to the pope, ih order to procure the canonization of a 
certain lonf-defhnct worthy of the common lineage,- by name Baon- 
ventara Bwmaparte; and, dying shortiy aAerward, hietiueatbeij hn 
Wh^ Ibrtune to his new-found klnsmont 
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directoTVyhad no reason to complain that his secular 
vassals heard such appeals with indifference. 

Alvinzi's preparations were, in the mean time, 
lapidly advancing. The enthusiasm of the Austrian 
gentry was effectually stirred by the apprehension 
of seeing the conqueror of Italy under the walls of 
^Vienna, and volunteer corps were formed every 
where and marched upon the frontier. The fi[allant 
peasantry of the Tyrol had already displayed their 
zeal ; nor did the previous reverses of Alvinzi pre- 
vent them from once more crowding to his standard. 
Napoleon proclaimed that every Tyrolese caught in 
arms should be shot as a brigand. Alvinzi replied, 
that for every murdered peasant he would hang a 
French prisoner of war: Buonaparte rejoined, that 
the first execution of this threat would be instantly 
followed by the gibbeting of Alvinzi's own nephew, 
who was m his hands. These ferocious threats 
were soon laid aside, when time had been given for 
reflection ; and either general prepared to carry on 
the war according to the old rules, which are at 
least sufficiently severe. 

Alvinzi sent a peasant across the country to fkid 
his way if possible into the beleaguered city of 
Mantua, and give Wurrasei notice that he was once 
more ready to attempt his relief The veteran was 
commanded to make what diversion he could in 
favour of the approaching army ; and if things came 
to the worst, to fight his way out of Mantua, retire 
on Romagna, and put himself at the head of the 
papal forces. The spy who carried these tidings 
was intercepted, and dragged into the presence of 
Napoleon. The terrified man confessed that he had 
swallowed the ball of wax in which the despatch 
was wrapped. His stomach was compelled to sur- 
render its contents; and Buonaparte prepared to 
meet his enemy. Leavmg Serryrier to keep up the 
blockade of Mantua, he hastened to resume his 
central position at Verona, from which he could, 
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«ccoidiB9 to circamstanees, march with convenience 
on whatever line the Austrian main body migfat 
cfaooae for their advance. 

The imperialists, as if determined to profit by no 
lesson* once more descended from the lyrol upon 
two different lines of march; Alvinzi iumself 
choosing that of the upper Adice ; while Provera 
headed a second army, with ordeiv to follow the 
Brenta, and then, strikmof across to the lower Adige, 
join the manual before the walk of Manlua. Ck>iild 
they have combined their forces thus, and delivered 
Wurmser, there was hnrdly a doubt that tiie FYench 
must retreat before so vast an army as would then 
have faced them« But Napoleon was destined <Mice 
more to dissipate all these victorious dreams. He 
had posted Joubert at Rivoli, to dispute that important 
position, should the campaign open with an attempt 
to force it by Alvinad; while Aufereau^s division 
was to watch ^e march of Provenu He remained 
himself aft Verona until he could learn with cer- 
tainty by whidi of these generals the fit^t grand 
assault was to be made. On the evening of the 13th 
of January, tidings wane brought him that Joubert 
had all tiliat day Men maintaining his ground with 
difficulty; and he instantly hastened to what now 
appeared to be the pn^r scene of action for himself. 

Arriving about two in the morning, (by another 
of his almost incredible forced marches,) on the . 
heights of Rivoli, he, the moonlight being clear, 
coiud distinguish five separate encampments, with 
innumerable watch'-firesr in the valley below. His 
lieutenant, confounded by. the dis{day of this gigantic 
force, was in the very act of abandoning the posi- 
tion. Nap(deon instantly checked this movement ; 
and brlngmg up more battalions, forced the Croats 
from an eminence which they had already seized on 
the first symptoms of the French retreat. Napo- 
leon^s keen eye, surveying the position of the $ve 
^nc^mpmemts below, peQeti^ted the se<^t of Al- 
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viBzi ; namely, that his artilleiy could not yet have 
arrived, otherwise he would not have occupied 
ground so distant from the ojbject of attack. He 
ooncluded that the Austrian did not meui to make 
his grrand assault very early in the morning, and re- 
solTed to force him to anticipate that movement. 
For this purpose, he took all possible pains to cm- 
ceal his own arrival ; and prolonged, by a series of 
petty manceuvres, the enemy's belief that he had to 
do with a mere outpost of the French. Alvinzi 
•waUowed the deceit ; and, instead of advancing on 
some great and well-arranged system, suffered his 
aeverw columns to endeavour to force the heights 
by insulated movements, which the real strength of 
Napoleon easily enabled him to baffle. It is true 
that at one moment the bravery of the Germans had 
nearly overthrown tiie French on a point of pre-emi- 
nent importance ; but Na{K>leon himself, galloping to 
the spot, roused by his voice and action the division 
of Massena, who, having marched all night, had lain 
do¥m to rest in the extreme of weariness, and se- 
conded by them and theirgallant general,* swept 
every thing before him. The French artillery was 
in position: the Austrian (according to Napoleon's 
shrewd guess) had not yet come up, and this circum- 
stance decided the fortune of the day. The can- 
nonade from the heights, backed by successive 
charges of horse and foot, rendered every attempt 
to storm the summit abortive ; and the main body 
of the imperialists was already in confusion, and, 
indeed, in flight, ere one of their divisions, which had 
been sent round to outflank Buonaparte and take 
higher ground in his rear, was able to execute its 
errand. When, accordingly, this division (that of 
Lnsignan) at length achieved its destined object — ^it 
did 80, not to complete the misery (^ a routed, but 
to swell the prey of a victorious, enemy, histead 

•' Hence, in tb« feqnd, MJUWOA^e tKle, « duke of BivoU." 
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of cutting off the retreat of Joubert, Lueignan found 
himself insidated from Alviuzi» and forced to lay 
down his arms to Buonaparte. ^ Here was a good 
plan,*' said Napoleon, ^ but these Austrians are not 
apt to calculate the value of minutes." Had Lu- 
signan gained the rear of the French an hour earlier, 
while the contest was still hot in front of the heights 
of Rivoli, he might have made the I4th of January 
one of the darkest, instead of one of the brightest, 
days in the military chronicles of Napoleon. 

He, who in the course of this trying day had had 
three horses shot under him, hardly waited to see 
Lusignan surrender, and to intrust his friends, Mas- 
sena, Murat, and Joubert, with the task of pursuing 
the flying columns of Alvinzi. He had heard, during 
the battle,, that Provera had forced his way to the 
Lago di Guarda,. and was already, by means of 
boats, in communication with Mantua. The force 
of Augereau having proved insufficient to oppose 
the march of the imperialists' second column, it was 
high time that Napoleon himself should hurry with 
reinforcements to the Lower Adige, and prevent 
Wurraser from either housing Provera, or joining 
him in the open field, and so effecting the escape of 
his own still formidable garrison, whether to the 
T^ol or the Romagna. 

Having marched all night and all next day, Napo- 
leon reached the vicinity of Mantua late on the 15th. 
He found the enemy strongly posted, and Serruri&r's 
situation highly critical. A regiment of Provera's 
hussars had but a few hours before nearly established 
themselves in the. suburb of St. George. This Aus- 
trian corps had been clothed in white cloaks, resem- 
bling those of a well-known French regiment; and 
advancing towards the gate, would certainly have 
been admitted as friends — ^but for the sagacity of one 
sergeant, who could not help fancying that th^ white 
cloaks had. too much of the gloss of novelty about 
them, to have stood the tear and wear of three 



r 
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Buonapartean canipaigiu. This danger had been 
avoided, but the utmost vigilance was necessary. 
Hie French general hiinBelf passed the night in 
\iralking about the outposts, so greatwas his anxiety. 
At one of these he found a grenadier asleep by 
the root of a tree ; and takinghis gun, without waken- 
ing bimt perform^ a sentinel's duty in his place 
for about naif an hour; when the man, starting from 
Jus slumbers, perceived with terror and despair the 
countenance and occupation of his general. He fell 
on his knees before him. ** My fnend,** said Napo- 
leon, ** here is your nuisket. You had fought hard, 
and marched long, and your sleep is excusable : but 
a moment's inattention might at present ruin the 
«ny . I happened to be awake, and have held your 
postforyon. You will be more careful another time.^ 
It is needless to say how the devotion of his men 
was Bomnshed by such anecdotes as these flying 
ever and anOn frrai column to column. Next mom- 
ingthirae ensued a hot skinnish, recorded as the battle 
of St. George. Provera was compelled to retreat; 
and Wurmser, who had sallied out and seized the 
causeway and citadel of La Favorita, was fain to 
iretreat within his old walls, in consequence of a 
desperate assault headed by Napoleon in person. 

January 161!^] Provera now found himself en- 
tirely cut off from Alvinzi, and surrounded with the 
French. He and 5,000 niien laid down their arms. 
Various bodies of the Austrian force, scattered over 
the country between the Adige an4 the Brenta, fol- 
lowed the example ;* and the brave Wurmser, 
whose provisions were by this time exhausted, found 
himself at length under the necessity of sending an 
offer of capitulation. 

General Serrurier, as commander of the blockade, 
received Klenau, the bearer of Wurmser*s message, 
^d heard him state, with the pardonable artil^e 

- * Svpli w«8 tiie prevailing tenor, tbat om body of 6,e00 under Heti^ 
sinrrendeicd to « French ofllcer wlio had hardly SJQO men with him. 
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usual on such occasions, thai his master was still in 
a condition to hold out considerably longer, unless 
honourable terms were granted. Napoleon had 
hitherto been seated in a comer of the tent wrapped 
in his cloak ; he now advanced to the Austrian, who 
had no suspicion in whose presence he had been 
speakinff, and taking his pen, wrote down the condi- 
tions which he was willing to grant. "These,'* 
said he, " are the terms to which your general's 
bravery entitles him. He may have them to-day; 
a weeK, a month hence, he shall have no worse. 
Meantime, tell him that general Buonaparte is about 
to set out for Rome.*' The envoy now recognised 
Napoleon ; and on reading the paper, perceived that 
the proposed terms were more liberal than he had 
dared to hope for. The capitulation was forthwith 
signed. 

On the 3d of February, Wurmser and his garrison 
marched out of Mantua; but wHen the aged chief 
was to surrender his sword, he found only Serrurier 
ready to receive it. Napoleon's generosity, in avoid- 
ing being present personally to witness the humilia- 
tion of this distinguished veteran, forms one of the 
most pleasing traits in his story. The directory had 
urged him to far different conduct He treated 
their suggestions with scorn : " I have granted the 
Austrian," he wrote to them, ** such terms as were, 
in my judgment, due to a brave and honourable 
enemy, and to the dignity of the French repubhc." 

The loss of the Austrians at Mantua amounted, 
first and last, to liot less than 27,000 men. Besides 
innumerable military stores, upwards of 500 brass 
cannon fell into the hands of the conqueror; and 
Augereau was sent to Paris, to present the directory 
with sixty stand of colours. He was received with 
tumults of exultation, such as might have been ex- 
pected, oh an occasion so glorious, from a people 
less vivacious than the French. 

The surrender of Provera and Wurmser, following 
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the total rout of Aivinzi, placed Lpinbardy ivholl}r 
in tlie hands of Napoleon; and he had now leisure 
to aveng^e himself on th^ pope for those hostile 
demonstrations which, as yet, he had been contented 
to hold in check. The terror with which the priestly 
court of the Vatican received the tidings of the utter 
destruction of the Austrian army, and of the irre* 
sistible conqueror's march southward, did not pre- 
vent the papal troops from making some efforts to 
defend the territories of the holy see. General Vic- 
tor, with 4,000 French, and as many LonibardSt 
. advanced upon the rout of Imola. A papal force, 
in numbers -about equal, lay encamped on the 
river Senio in front of t}iat town. Monks with cru- 
cifixes in their hands ran through the lines, exciting 
them to fight bravely for their country and their 
faith. The French general, by a rapid movement, 
threw his horse across the stream a league or two 
higher up, and then charged llirough the Senio in 
their front. The resistance was brief. The pope's 
army, coniposed mostly of new recruits, retreated 
in confusion. Faenza was carried by the bayonet. 
Colli and 3,000 more laid down (heir arms ; and the 
strong town of Ancona was occupied.* On the 10th 
of February the French entered Loretto, and rifled 
that celebrated seat of superstition of whatever trea- 
sures it still retained: the most valuable articles 
had already been packed up smd sent to Rome for 
safety. t — ^Victor then turned westward from An- 



• The priasta had an image of the Virgin Mary at this place, which 
they exhibited to the people in the act of shedding team, the more to 
stimulate them against the impious republicans. On entering the place, 
the French were amused with discovering the machinery by which 
this trick liad been performed : tlie Madonna's tears were a string of 
glass beads which flowed by clockworlc, within a shrine which the wor> 
shippers were too respectful to approach very nearly. Little or-mola 
fountains, which stream on the same principle, ve now common orna- 
ments for the chimney-piece in Paris. 

t The SarUa Caia^ or holf hou§e of Loretto, is a little brick building, 
round which a magnificent church has been reared, and which the 
Roiniflb calendar states to have been the original dwelling-hoAse of the 
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cona, with the design to unite with another Fi^neh 
column which had idvanced into the papal oominion 
by Perugia* 

The panic which the French advance had by this 
time spread was such, that the pope had no hope 
but in submission. The peasants lately transfoimed 
into soldiers abandoned everywhere tneir anpf , and 
fled in straggling groupes to their native villages. 
The alarm in Rome itsdf recalled tiie days of Abiiic 
the Goth. 

Thei conduct of Buonaparte at this critical mo* 
ment was worthy of that good sense which formed 
the original fouiidation of his successes, and of 
which the madness of pampered ambition could 
alone deprive him afterward, tie well knew, that 
of all the inhabitants of the Roman territories, the 
class who contemplated his aiqintMtch with the 
deepest terror were the unfortunate French priests^ 
whom the revolution had made exiles from their 
native soil. It is reported that one of these unhappy 
gentlemen (Same forth in his despair, and, surrender- 
ing himself at the French head-quarters, said he 
knew his fate was. sealed, and that they might as 
well lead him at once to the gallows. iBuonaparte 
dismissed this person with courtesy, and issued a 
proclamation that none of the class should be mo* 
jested ; on the contrary, allotting to each of them 
the means of existence in monasteries, wherever his 
arms were or should be predominant. 

This conduct, taken together with other circum- 
' stances of recent occurrence, was well calculated 
to nourish in the breast of the pope the hope that 
the victorious general of France had, by this time, 
discarded the ferocious hostility of the revolutionary 
government agamst the church of which be was 
head. He hastened, however, to open a negotia- 

• 

Virgin Mary In Nazareth, transporteA through tbe air to Italy by mira- 
cle. This was for ages the chief resort of Bomiab pilgrims, and tlK 
TKhos of the. place were onct eaormous. 
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tion, and Napoleoll received his envoy, not merely 
with ciTility, but with professions of the profoundest 
personal reverence for the holy father. The treaty 
of Tollentino (13 Feb. 1797) followed. By this the 
pope conceded formally (for the first time) his an- 
cient territory of Avignon ; he resigned the lega- 
tions of Ferrara, Bologna, and Homagna, and the 
port of Ancona ; agreed to pay about a million and 
a half sterling, and to execute to the utmost the pro- 
Yisian of Bologna with respeet to works of art. 
On these terms Pius was to remain nominal master 
of some shreds pf the patrimony of St. Peter. 

The French directory heard with indignation that 
any semblance of sovereignty was stiu left to an 
enenly whose weakness hw3i tieen mlule so manifest. 
But Bonaparte had, ere this time, learned to act for 
himself. He knew that any formal dethronement 
of the pope would invest his cause with tenfold 
strength wherever the Romish religion prevailed; 
that a new spirit of aversion would arise agunst 
France; and that Naples woidd infallibly profit by 
the first disturbances in the north of Italy, to de- 
clare war, and march her large army from the south. 
He believed also — and he ere long knew^-4hat even 
yet Austria would make other efforts to recover 
Lombardy; and was satisfied, on the whole, that he 
should best secure his ultimate purposes by suffer- 
ing the Vatican to prolong, for some time further, 
the shadow of that soverei^y which had in former 
agee trampled on kings and emperors. 
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CHAPTEK VIII. 

JVeutralUy of Venice— The Arckdukt Ckarlu^BaUle 0f TagUamento 
— Retrtat of the ArchdvJct^Treaty of Leoben^War toith t^cnice — 
Venice conquered. 

Napoleon was now master of all northern Italy% 
with the exception of the territories of Venice, which 
antique government, though no longer qualified to 
keep equal rank iVith the first princes of Euro^, 
was stiH proud and haughty, and not likely to omit 
any favourable 'opportunity of aiding Austria in the 
great and conunon object of ridding Italy of the 
French. Buonaparte h^rd without surprise that the 
doge had been rai&ing new levies, and that the 
senate could still command an army of 50,000, com- 
posed chiefly of fierce and semi-barbarous Sclavo- . 
nian mercenaries. He demanded what these de- 
monstrations meant, and was answered, that Venice 
had no desire but to maintain a perfect neutrality. 
Meantime^ there was not wanting a strong party, 
throughout the Venetian territories of the main land, 
who were anxious to emulate the revolutionary 
movements of the great cities of Lombardy, and to 
emancipate themselves from the yoke of the Vene- 
tian oligarchy, as their neighbours had done by that 
of the Austrian crown. Insurrections occurred at 
Bergamo, Brescia, and elsewhere; and Buonaparte, 
though little disposed to give the inhs^bitants of 
these places the boon they were in quest of, saw 
and profited by thie opportunity of dividing, by their 
means, the resources, and shaking the confidence, 
of the senate. After some negotiation, he told the 
Venetian envoy, that he granted the prayer of his 
masters. *' Be neuter,*' said he ; ^* but see that your 
neutrality be indeed sincere and perfect* If any 
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insniTectioii occur in my rear, to cut off my commu- 
nications in the event of my marching on Germany 
— if any movement whatever betray the disposition 
of your senate to aid the enemies of France, be sure 
that vengeance will follow — from that hour the inde- 
pendence of Venice has ceased to be." 

More than a month had now elapsed since Alvin- 
zi's defeat at Rivoli ; in nine days the war with the 
pope had reached its close ; ana, having left some 
garrisons in the towns on the Adige, to watch the 
neutrality of Venice, Napoleon hastened to carry 
the war^ into the hereditary dominions of Austria. 
Twenty thousand fresh troops had recently joined 
his victorious standard from France; and, at the 
head of perhaps a larger force than he had ever 
before miustered, he pipceeded to the frontier of the 
Frioul, where, according to his information, the 
main army of Austria, recruited once more to its 
original strength, was preparing to open a sixth 
campaign — under the orders, not of Alvinzi, but of 
a general young like himself, and hitherto eminently 
successful— the same who had already by his com- 
binations baffled two such masters in the art of war 
as Jourdan and Moreau — the archduke Charles of 
Austria; a prince on whose high talents the last 
hopes of the empire seemed to rcfpose. 

To give the details of the sixth campaign, which 
now commenced, would be to repeat the story which 
has been already five times told. The archduke, 
fettered by the aulic council of Vienna, saw him- 
self compelled to execute a plan which he had dis- 
crimination enough to condemn. The Austrian 
army once more commenced operations on a double 
basis— one great division on the Tyrolese frontier, 
and a greater under the archduke himself on the 
FViulese ; and Napoleon— who had, even when act- 
ing on the defensive, been able, by the vivacity of 
his movements^ to assume the superiority on what- 
ever point he chose to select — ^was not likely to 
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strike his blows with less skill and Tiffour, now that 
his numbers, and the quiescence of Italy b^mi^ 
him, permitted him to assume the offensive. 

Buonaparte fotmd the archduke posted behind the 
river Tagliamen^, in front of the nigged Garinthian 
mountains, which guard the passage in that quarter 
from Italy to ^rmany. Detaching Massena to the 
Piave, where the Austrian division of Lusignan 
were in observation, he himself determined to char^ 
the archduke in front. Massena was successful in 
driving Lusignan before him as far as BeUuno, 
(where a rear guard of dOO surrendered,) and thus 
turned the Ausdian flank. Buonaparte then at- 
tempted and efiiBcted the passage of the Tagliaoiento. 
After a great and formal displajr of his fdrces, whidi 
was met by similar demonstrations on the Austrian 
side of the river, Buonaparte suddenly broke up his 
Une and retreated. Tne archduke, knowing fbzt 
the French had been marching all the night before^ 
concluded that the general wished to deferthe battle 
till another day; and in like manner withdilew to 
his camp. About two hoiB:s after. Napoleon rushed 
with his whole army, who had merely lain down in 
ranks, upon the margin of the Taghsonento, no 
longer adequately guarded-»and hs^ forded the 
stream ere the Austrian line of battle could be 
formed. In the action which followed (March 13), 
the troops of the archduke displayed much gal- 
lantry, but every efibrt to dislodge Napoleon failed; 
at length retreat was judged necessary. The French 
followed hard behind. They stormed Gradisca, 
where they made d,000 prisoners ; and— the arch- 
duke pursuing his retreat-^occupied in the course 
of a few days Trieste, Fiume, and eveiy strong hold 
in Cadnthia. In the course of a campaign of twenty 
days, the Austrians fought Buonaparte ten tinies, 
but the overthrow on the Tagliamento was never 
recovered ; and the archduke, after defending Styria 
inch by inch, as he had the Fiume and Cannthia, at 



^ 797.] VENICE DliCLAS£S WAR. bO 

length adopted the resolution of reaching Vienna by 
fbTC(Bd marches, there to gather round him whatever 
force the loyalty of his nation could muster, and 
make a last stand beneath the walls of the capital. 
This plan, at first sight the mere dictate of de- 
spair, was in truth that of a wise and prudent gene- 
ral. The archduke ha:d received intelligence from 
two quarters of events highly unfavourable to the 
French. General Laudon, the Austrian commander 
on the Tyrol frontier, had descended thence With 
Torces sufficient to overwhelm Buonaparte's lieute- 
nants on the upper Adige, and was already in pos- 
session of the whole Tyrol, and of several of the 
Lombard towns. Meanwhile, the Venetian senate, 
on hearing of these Austrian successes, had plucked 
\xp courage to throw aside their flimsy neutndity, 
and not only declared war against France, but en- 
couraged their partisans in Verona to open the con- 
test with an inhuman massacre of the French 
wounded in the hospitals of that city. The vindic- 
tive Italians, wherever the French party was inferior 
in numbers, resorted to similar atrocities. The few 
troops left in Lombardy by Napoleon were obliged 
to shut themselves up in garrisons, which the insur- 
gent inhabitants of the neighbouring districts in- 
vested- The Venetian army passed the frontier; 
an^ in effect, Buonaparte's means of deriving sup- 
plies of any kind from his rear were for the time 
wholly cut Qff. It was AOt wonderful that the arch' 
duke should, under such circumstances, anticipate 
great advantage from enticing the French army into 
the heart of Germany ; , where, divided by many 
^ide provinces and Mghty mountains and rivers 
from France, and with Italy once more in arms be- 
hind them, they should have to abide the encounter of 
an imperial army, animated by all the best motives 
that can lend vigour to the arm of man ; fighting for 
t^e\i own hearths under the eyes of their own sove- 
reign ; seconded everywhere by the loyalty of the 

H2 
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peasants ; and well convinced tiiat, if they could 
compel their enemy to a retreat, his total mm most 
be the consequence. 

The terror of the aulic council stepped in to pie- 
vent the archduke from reaping either the credit or 
the disgrace of his movement. Vienna was panic- 
struck on hearing that Buonaparte had stormed the 
passes of the Julian Alps; the royal family sent 
their treasures into Hungary; the middle ranks, 
whose interest is always peace, became chunmoos 
for some termination to a war, which during six* 
years had been so unfortunate ; and the archduke 
was ordered to avail himself of the first pretence 
which circumstances might afford for the opening 
of a negotiation. 

The archduke had already, actin? on his own 
judgment and feelinffCf, dismissed such an occasion 
with civility and with coldness. Napoleon had ad- 
dressed a letter to his imperial highness frcnn 
Clagenfurt, in which he called on him, as a brother- 
soldier, to consider the certain miseries and the 
doubtful successes of war, and put an end to the 
campaign by a fair aiid equitable treatv. T^e arch- 
duke replied, that he regarded with the highest es- 
teem the personal character of his correspondent, 
but that the Austrian government had committed to 
his trust the guidance of a particular army, not the 
diplomatic business of the empire. The {nrince, on 
receiving these new instructions from Vienna, per- 
ceived, however reluctantly, that the line of his duty 
was altered ; and the result was a series oi negotia- 
tions — which ended in the provisional treaty of Leo- 
ben signed April 18, 1797. • 

No sooner was this negotiation in a fair train than 
Ns^leon, abandoning for the moment the details of 
its management to interior ^plomatists, hastened to 
retrace his steps, and pour the fidl storm of his 
wrath on the Venetians. The doge and his senate, 
whose only hopes h^d rested on Uie successes of 
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Austria on the Adige, heatd .with utter despair that 
the archduke had shared the fate of Beaulieu, of 
Wunnser, and of Alvinzi, and that the preliminaries 
of peace were actually signed. The rapidity of 
BttCHunarte's return gave them no breathing-time. 
They hastened to send offers of submission, and 
their messengers were received with anger and con- 
tempt. ^French blood has been treacherously 
shed,'' said Napoleon; ^if you cQuld offer me the 
tceasunes of Peru, if 3rou could cover your whole 
dominion with gold— the atonement woidd be insuf- 
iicient— the lion of St. Mark* must lick the dust.^' 
These tidings came like a senteince of death upon 
the devoted senate. Their deliberations were un- 
eeasing ; their schemes innmnerable ; .their hearta 
divided and unnerved.. Those secret chambers, 
from. which that haughty oligarchy had. for so many 
ages excluded every eye and every voice but their 
own, were invaded with impunity by strange-faced 
men, who boldly criticised their measures and heaped 
ivew terrors on their heads, by announcing that the 
mass of the people had ceased to consider the en- 
durance of their sway as synonymous with the 
prosperity of Venice. Popular tumults filled the 
streets and canals ; universal confusion prevailed. 
The commanders of their troops and fleets received 
contradictory orders, and the city which 

**—— bad held Uie gonjaoiu EaU ia fee,*' 

seemed rea^y to yield every thing to a ruthless and 
implacable enemy, without even striking a blow in 
defence. 

Buonaparte appeared, while the confusion was at 
Us height, on the opposite coast of the Lagoon^ 
^ome of his troops were already in the heart of 
the city, when (31st May) a hasty message reached 

* The armorisi beaibig of Venice. 
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him, announcing that the senate submitted wholly. 
He exacted severe revenge. The leaders who had 
aided the Lombard insurgents were delivered to 
him. The oligarchy ceased to rule, and a demo- 
cratical government was formed, provisionally, on 
the model of France. Venice consented to sur- 
render to the victor large territories on the main 
land of Italy; Ave ships of war; 3,000,000 francs in 
gold, and as many more in naval stores ; twenty of 
the best pictures, and 500 manuscripts. Lastly, the 
txoops of the conqueror were to occupy the capital 
until tranquillity was established. It will be seen 
in what that tranquillity was destined to consist. 

Such was the humiliation of this once proud and 
energetic, but now worn out and ^nfeeUed, oli«. 
garchy: so imfdacable was that hoary polity of con- 
tending with the youthful vigour of Napoleon. • 



CHAPTER IX. 



PiekMFnt^Tke DireUory appeal to Buonaparte^Tke I8tk Fnutider 
^TkeOntrtof Montdello^ Josephine— The Treaty of Campo Rr- 
mio—Bnonaparte leaves Italy. 

• 

In their last agony, the Venetian senate made a 
vain effort to secfire the personal protection of the 
general, by offering- him a purse of seven millions 
of francs. He rejected this with scorn. . He had 
already treated in the same style a bribe of four 
millions, tendered on the part of the duke of Mo- 
dena. The friend employed to conduct ^e busuiess 
reminded him of the proverbial ingratitude of all po- 
pular governments, and of the little attention which 
the directory had hitherto paid to his personal inte- 
rests. " That is all true enough,'* said Napoleon, 
" but for four millions I will not place myself in the 
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power of this duke." Austria herself did not hesi- 
tate to tamper in the same manner, though far more 
magmficently, as became her Tesources, witiii his re- 
paWcan virtue* He was offered an independent 
Creiman principality for himself and his heirs. **^ I 
thank tfae emperor,^ he answered^ ** bnt if greatness 
is to be mine, it shall come from France.^ 

The Venetian senate were guilty, in their mortal 
«trogg1e, of another and a onore inexcusable piece 
c^ meanness. They seized the person of count 
D^Entraignes, a French emigrant, who had been 
lirinff in their city as iigent for the exiled house of 
BoDnon; an4 surrendered him and all his papers 
to the victorious generaL Buonaparte discovered 
amoBv these documents ample evidence that Piche- 
gtu, me French general on the lUdne, and univer- 
sally honoored as 'the conqueror of Holland, had 
Bome thiie ere this hearkened to the proposals of the 
Bomrbon princes, and, among other efforts in favour 
of the rojral cause, not hesitated even to miscon- 
duct his military movements with a view to the 
downfall of the government which had intrusted 
him widi his command* ^ ^ 

This was a secret, the importance of which Na- 
poleon dbnld well appreciate.;* and he fordiwith 
~ commmiieated it to the directory at Paris. 

The events of Hoe last twelve months in France 
sad made Pichegru a person of stiH higher import- 
vioe than when he commenced his intrigues with 
^ Bourbons as general* on the Rhine. Some ob- 
scure doubts of his fidelity, or the usual policy of 
to directory, which rendered them averse (wher- 
' ever they coidd help it) to continue any one general 
very long at the head of one army, had induced them 
to displace Picliegru, and appoint Hoohe, a tried 
vepuUican, in his room. Piclu^gru, on returning to 

^ ^MontQ kaew ft mme montlw Boooer^nd mid to ^ur Napohm 
had eommanteated it to the directory. This to a »««l»?<>«» ^I**"™" 
•tence» wben eonriaerad along with the aeiinel of Moreau'i hWoiy. 
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France, became a member of the coiulhil of ^^ 
hundred, and (.the royalist party having at this sea- 
son recovered all but a preponderance) was, on the 
meeting of the chambers, called to the chair of that 
in which he h4d his place. 

The ^ve directors had in truth done every thing to 
undenhine their own authority. They were known 
to be divided in opinion among themselves ; three 
only of their number adhered heartily to the exist- 
ing constitution : one was a royalist : another was 
a democrat of the Robespierre school. One of these 
new and uncourtly men excited laughter by -affect- 
ing a princely state and splendour of demeanour 
and equipage. Another disgusted one set of minds* 
and annoyed all the rest, by procuring a law for the 
observation of the tenth day as a day of repose, and 
declaring it a crime to shut up shops on the Sabbath. 
A ridiculous ritual oT an avowedly heathen wonriiip 
followed, and was received with partial horror, uni- 
versal contempt.. A tyrannical law about the equali- 
sation of weights and measures spread confusion 
through all mercantile transactions, and was espe- 
cially unpopular in the provinces. A contemptible 
riot, set on foot by one who called himself Gracchus 
Barbceuf, for the purpose of bringing backlhe reign 
of terrorum^ was indeed suppressed ; but the mers 
occurrence of such an attempt recalled too vividly 
the days of Robespierre, and by so doing tended to 
strengthen the cause of the royalists in public opi* 
nion. The truth is, that a*vast number of the emi- 
grants had found their way back again to Paris after 
the downfall of Robespierre, and that the old sway 
of elegant manners and enlightened saloons was 
once more re-establishing itself where it had so 
long been supreme. Every thing indicated that the 
directory (the^« majesties of the Louxembourg, as 
they were called in derision) held their thrones by a 
very uncertain tenure; and those gentlemen, nothing 
being left them but a choice among evils, were fain 



1 7 97 .J PICH£6BU--TU£ D JlAKC TOEY. ^0 

to throixr themselves on the protection of the armies 
whicli they dreaded, and of Hoehe and Buonaparte ; 
vhl<:ili last name in particular had long filled them 
witli Jealousy proportioned to its splendour and 
popularity. . 

Napoleon'i^ recent conduct, in tnore important 
points thanone, had excited powexfully the resent- 
meat of the directory, which now appealed to him 
for aid. He had taken upon himself the whole 
responsibility of the* preliminary treaty of Leoben, 
aLlhong^ the French government had sent general 
Clarke into Italy for the express purpose of con- 
trolling him, and acting as his equal at lea^t in the 
negotiation. A clause in that treaty, by , which 
Mantua, the strongest fortress in Italy,, and now, in 
consequence of Napoleon's own skill and zeal, ren- 
dered stronger than it ever had been, was to be sur- 
rendered back to Austria, was judged necessary at 
the time by the general, in order to obtain from the 
emperor the boundary of the Rhine and the cession 
of Belgium. But the directory thought the con- 
queror underrated the advantages of his own posi- 
tion and theirs in consenting to- it, and but for 
Camot would never have ratified it.* At the other 
side of the Italian peninsula, again, the victorious 
general, immediately after the fall of Venice, had to 
supenntend the revolution of Genoa; in which great 
city the democratic party availed themselves of the 
temper and events of the time, to emancipate them- 
selves also from their hereditary oligarchy. Thpy 
would fain have excluded the nobility from all share 
in the remodelled govermaeut; and Napoleon re- 
buked and discountenanced this attempt, in terras 
little likely to be heard with approbation by the 
•* Sires of the I^uxembourg." He told the Genoese, 
that to exclude the nobles was in itself as mijust as 

* Mantuat as will appear hereafter, was saved to France under Na- 
poleoa*8 final treaty with Austria : but the events which rendered this 
poHR>Ie were as yet unknowo aiid unexpected. 
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unwise, and that the^ cmriit to be grateM lor the 
means of reoFganizing.ineir eonstitutiout widioiit 
passing Uke France Uiroiufh the terrible ordeal of a 
revolution. The rulers of France might be excused 
from asking at this moment — *^ Does the leetorer of 
the Ligurian republic mean to be our Washin^tODy 
our Monk* or our Cromwell t^ 

He* however, received with alacrity the call of the 
trembluiff directory. He haranp[ued his soldieiy, 
and made himself secure of their readiness to act 
as he might choose for them. He not only soit his 
lieutenant Augereau to Paris, to command the na^ 
tional guard for the government, should they find it 
n^esss^ to appeal immediately to force, but an<« 
nounced that he was himself prepared to ^pass the 
Rubicon,*' (an ominous phrase,) and march to their 
assistance, with 15,000 of his best troops. 

The directory, meanwhile, had in their extremity 
ventured to disregard the law against bringing regn« 
lar troops within a certain distance of the capital, 
and summoned Hoche to bring a corps of his Rhe- 
nish army for their instant protection. 

It was by this means that the new revolution, as 
it may be caUed, of the 18th Fnictidor was effected. 
On that day (Sept. 4, 1797) the majority of the-direc* 
tory, marching tneir army into Paris, dethroned Uieir 
two opposition colleagues. Pichegru and the other 
royalists of note in the assemblies, to the number 
of more than 150, were arrested and sent into exfle« 
The government, for the moment, recovered the 
semblance of security ; and Buonaparte heard, wi^ 
little satisfaction, that they had been able to accom- 
plish their immediate object without the intervention 
of his personal appearance on the scene. He re^ 
moQstrated, moreover, against the manner in which 
they had followed up their success. According to 
him, they ought to nave executed Pichegru and a 
few ringleaders, and set an example of moderation, 
by sparing all those whose royalism admitted of any 
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doubt, or if it was mafiifest, was of secondary im- 
portaiiee. It would have been hard for the directory 
at this time to have pleased Buonaparte, or for 
Bixmaparte to have entirely satisfied them; but 
neither party made the effort. 

The iall of Venice, however, gave Napoleon the 
means, which he was not disposed to negflect, of 
bringing his treaty with Austria to a more ssctisfac- 
toiy conclusion than had been indicated in the pre- 
liminaries of Leoben. 

After settling the affairs of Venice, and establish- 
ing the new Lignrian republic, the general took up 
Ins residence at the noble Castle of Montebello, near 
Bfilan. Here his wife, who, though they h^ been 
marned in March, 1796, was still a bride, and with 
whom, during the intervening eventful months, he 
had kept up a correspondence full of the fervour, if 
not of the delicacy, of love,* had at length rejoined 
him. Josephine's manners were worthy, by uni- 
versal admission, of the highest riank ; and the ele- 
gance with which she did tile hcmours of the castle, 
filled the mhiisters and princes, who Were continu- 
aUy to be seen in its precincts, with admiration. 
ytmid Napoleon conducted h|s negotiations with as 
mueh finnness and decision as had marked him in 
the field, it was her care that nature and art should 
lend ail their traces to what the Italians soon 
learned to call the court of Montebello. Whatever 
talent Milan contained was pressed into her service. 
Music and dance, and festival upon festival, seemed 
to occupy every hour. The beautiful lakes of Lom- 
iKurdy were covered with gay flotillas ; and the vo- 
luptuous retreats around their shores received in 
succession new life and s^dendotir from the presence 

* It would be nainfiil to ghoWt as might eaaily be done, from thie 
correspondence, the original want of delicacy in Napoleon's mind. 
If aiqr of his letteni are such as no English gentleman would address to a 
miftrets. In othen^.tbe laiiguage is. worthy of a herd's passion. 
" Wurmser,*' pays be, " shall pay dearly for the tears be causes you t9 
tbed.*' 

Vol. I.--I 
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of Napoleon, Josephine, and the brilliant circle 
amid whom they were rehearsing the imperial 
parts that destiny had in reserve for them. Monte- 
bello was the centre from which Buonaparte, during 
the greater part of this summer, negotiated with the 
emperor, controlled all Italy, and overawed the 
Louxembourg. 

The final settlement with the emperQr's coBomis- 
sioners would have taken place shortly after the fall 
of Venice, but for the universal belief tliat- the go- 
vernment of France approached some new crisis, 
and the Austrians' hope that from such an event 
their negotiation mig^t derive considerable advan- 
tages. Buonaparte well knew the secret motive 
which induced Cobentzel, the emperor's chief envoy, 
to protract and multiply discussions of which he by 
this time was weary. One day, in this ambassador's 
own chamber. Napoleon suddenly changed his de- 
meanour ; ^ you refuse to accept our idtimatum,'' 
said he, taking in his hands a beautiful vase of por- 
celain, which stood on the mantelpiece near him. 
The Austrian bowed. ^ It is .well,'' said NapoleoD, 
" but mark me, — within two months I will shatter 
Austria like this potsherd." So saying he dashed 
the vase on the ground in a thousand pieces, and 
moved towards the door. Cobentzel followed him, 
and made submissions which induced him once 
more to resume his negotiations. 

The result was the treaty of Campo-Formio, so 
called from the village at which it was signed, on 
the 3d of October, 1797. By this act the emperor 
yielded to France Flanders and the boundary of the 
Rhine, including the great fortress of Mentz. The 
various new republics of Lombardy were united and 
recognised under the general name of the Cisalpine 
Republic. To indemnify Austria for the loss of. 
those territories, the fall. oY Venice afforded new 
means— of which Napoleon did not hesitate to pro- 
pose, nor Austria to accept the use. The Treach 
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general had indeed conquered Venice, but he had 
entered into a treaty subsequently, and recognised a 
ivbolly new govemment in place of the oligarchy. 
The emperor, on the other hand, well knew that the 
doge and senate had incurred ruin by rising to his 
owo aid. Such considerations weighed little on 
either side. France and Austria agreed to effect a 
division of the whole territories of the ancient re- 
public. Venice herself, and her' Italian provinces, 
Mrere handed over to the emperor in lieu of his lost 
Lombardy ; and the French assumed the sovereignty 
of the Ionian islands and Dalmatia.* This unprin- 
• cipled proceeding excited universal disgust through- 
out Europe. It showed the sincerity of Buona- 
parte's love for the cause of freedom ; and jt satis- 
fied all the world of the excellent title of the impe- 
rial court to complain of the selfishness and rapacity 
of the French democracy. 

The emperor set his seal at Campo-Formio to 
another of Buonaparte^s acts of dicfatorship, which, 
though in one point of view even more unjustifiable 
than this, was not regarded by the world with feel- 
ings of the same order. The Italian territory of 
the Valteline had for ages been subject to the Grison 
league.. The inhahitants, roused by the prevailing 
spirit aH around them, demanded Napoleon's inter- 
cession with their Swiss masters, to procure their 
admission to all the political privileges of the other 
cantons. They refused, and Napoleon, in the pleni- 
tude of his authority, immediately supported the 
Valteline in throwing off the Grison yoke, and as- 
serting its utter independence. This tenitory was 
now annexed to the Cisalpine republic. A govern- 
ment with which France was on terms of alliance 
and amity, was thus robbed of its richest posses- 
sion ; but the Valteline belonged, by natural position, 
reliffion,.and language, to Italy, and its annexation 
to the new Italian republic was regarded as in itselt 
just and proper, however questionj^ble Buonaparte's 
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title to effect that event. He himself sud at tiie 
time, '* It is contrary to the rights of man that any 
one people should be subject to another :** a canon 
on which his after histiMry foimed a lucid com- 
mentary. 

In concluding, and in celebrating the conclusion 
of his treaty, Napoleon's proud and fienr tempera- 
ment twice shone out. Cobentzel had set down, 
as Uie first article, ** The emperor recognises the 
French republic.** *' Efface tiiat,'* said Napoleon, 
sternly, ** it is as clear as that the sun is in heaTen. 
Wo to them that cannot distinguish the light of 
either !** At the Ta Dcvm, after the proclamation of 
the peace, the imperial envoy would have taken, the 
place prepared for Buonaparte, which was the most 
eminent in the church. The hauffhty soldier seized 
his arm and drew him back. ^ Had yotkt imperial 
master himself been here,** said he, ^ I should not 
have forgotten that in my person the dignity of. 
France is l«presented.*' 

Various minor arrangements remained to be con 
sidered, and a congress of all the German powers 
being summoned to meet for that purpose at Ras* 
tadt. Napoleon received the orders of the directory 
to appear there, and perfect his work in the charac- 
ter or ambassador of France. He took an affecting 
leave of his soldiery, published a temperate and 
manly addreiss to the Cisalpine republic, and pro- 
ceeded, by way of Switzerland (where, in spite of 
the affair of the Yalteline, he was received with en- 
thusiasm), to the execution of his duty. He carried 
with him the unbounded love and devotion of one 
of the finest armies that ever the world had seen ; 
and thie attachment, hardly less energetic, of all those 
classes of society throughout Italy, who flattered 
themselves with the hope that the Cisalpine repub- 
lic, the creature of his hands, would in time prepare 
the way for, and ultimately merge in, a republican 
constitution common to the whole Italian people. 
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With what hopes or fears as to his own future for* 
tunes, he abandoned the scene and the companions 
of his glory, the reader must form his own opinion. 



CHAPTER X- 



Jitapoleom at Ru»tadtr'Be airrw$» in Ptri^^Hia Reuptwtk hff the Di- 
rectory — His Comtuet tmd Mtaimers—He is OfpaviU/eA to comnmtd 
tke Army /or the Invasion of England— Ho reeommeiuU «» Expedi- 
tion to Egypt'-'Reaeheo Tonlon-^Embarks, 

NAPOI.BOK was reeeived by the assembled minis- 
ters at Rastadt with the respect due to the extraor- 
dinary talents which he had already displayed in 
negotiation as well as in war. But he stayed 
amons them only two or three days, for he perceived 
tliat the multiplicity of minor arrangements to be 
^euBsed and settled, must, if he seriously entered 
upon them, involve the necessity of a long-^ro- 
traeted residence at Rastadt; and he had many 
reasons for desiring to be quickly in Paris. His 
personal relations with the directory were of a venr 
doubtful kind, and he earnestly wished to study with 
his own eyes the position in which the government 
stood towards the various orders of society in the 
all-tnflaential capital. He abandoned the conduct 
of. the diplomatic business to his colleagues, and 
reached Paris at the beginning of December. Nor 
"Was he without a feasible pretext for this rapidity. 
On the 2d of October, the directory had announced 
to the French people their purpose to carry the war 
with the English into England itself; the immediate 
organization of a great invading army ; and their 
design to place it under the command of "citizen 
general Buonaparte." 
During Ms brief stay at Rastadt, the dictator of 
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Ciim FbwMo ooee more iNN^e oat. The Swedish 
— p p i was eonnt Fenen, tlie same noUeman who 
itti disUiigiiialied hinwelf in Puis, during the eaiiy 
period oi the rercdntion, by his devotion to iane 
hmoB and Marie-Antoinette. Boonaparte refused 
prremptohly to enter into any negotiation in which 
a man, so well known for his hoetihty to the cause 
of the repohlic, should have any part; and Fersen 
instantfy withdtew. 

On (luitting this congress, Napc^eon was careful 
to resume, in eveiy paracular, the a|^)^rance of a 
pHyale citixen. Roushing Paris, he took up his 
residence in the same smiul modest house that he 
had orcupied ere he set out for Italy in the Rue 
QosCrmiie, which, about this time, in compliment 
to its ilhislrioQs inhabitant, receiTed from the muni- 
eipality tiie new name of Rue de ia Vtdairt* Here 
he resumed with his plain clothes his fiiyonrite 
studies and punaiits, and, apfiarently contented with 
the society of his private frinids, seemed to avoid, 
as carefuUy as others in his situation might have 
courted, the honours of popular distinction and ap- 
planse. It was not immediately known that he was 
m Paris, and when he walked the streets his person 
was rarely recognised by the multitude. His mode 
of hfe was necessarily somewhat different from 
what it had been when he was both poor and ob- 
scure; his society was of course courted in the 
highest circles, and he from time to time appeared 
in them, and received ccMnpany at home with the 
etegance of hospitality over which Josephine was 
so well quahfied to preside. But policy, as well as 
pride, moved him to shun notoriety. Before he 
could act again he had much to observe; and he 
knew himself too well to be flattered by the stare 
either of mobs or of saloons. 

In his intercourse with society at this period, he 
was, for the most part, remarkable for the cold re- 
■erve of his manners. He had the appearance of 
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^gae too mach occupied with serious designs, to be 
able to relax at will into t)ie easy play of ordinary 
eanrermation. If his eye was on every man, he 
well knei^ that every man's eye was upon him ; nor* 
perhaps, could he have chosen a better method (had 
that been his sole object) for prolonging and 
strengtbening the impression his greatness was cal- 
culated to create, than this very exhibition of in- 
difTerenee. He did not suffer his person to be fami- 
liaiized out of reverence. When he did appear, it 
was not the ball or ban mat of the eveninff before, 
that he leealled:— he was still, wherever ne went, 
the Buonaparte of Lodi, and Areola, and Rivoli. 
His military bluntness disdained to disguise itself 
amid those circles where a meaner panMBmi would 
lunre been most ambitious to shine. The celebrated 
daughter of Necker made many efforts to catch his 
laney, and enhst him among the votaries of her wit, 
which then gave law in Paris. ** Whom,^' said she, 
half wearied with his chUness, " whom do you con- 
ndet as the greatest of women t" ^ Her, madam,'' 
1^ answered, ''who has bori^e the greatest number 
of children." From this hour he had Madame de 
Stael for his enemy; and yet, such are the incon* 
sistencies of human nature, no man was more sen* 
flitive than he to the assaults of a species of enemy 
whom he thus scorned to conciliate. Throughout 
his Italian campaigns— as consul— as emperor— and 
down to the last hour of the exile which terminated 
hie life---Buonaparte suffered himself to be annoyed 
by sarcasms and pamphlets as keenly and constantly 
as if he had been a poetaster. 

The haughtiness, for such it was considered, of 
his behaviour in the high society of the capital, was 
of a piece with what he had already manifested in 
the camp. In thexourse of his first campaigns, his 
offiieers, even of the highest rank, became sensible, 
hy degrees, to a total change Of demeanour. An 
old acquaintance of the Toulon period, joining the 
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anny, was about to throw himself into the genex-al^s 
arms with the warmth of. former familiarity. ^Nsl- 
poleon's cold eye checked him ; and he perceived 
in a moment how he had altered with his elevation. 
Buonaparte had always, on the other hand, aflecte<l 
much familiarity with the common soldiery. JFTe 
disdained not on occasion to share the ration or t€> 
ta^te the flask of a sentinel ; and the French phvate, 
often as intelligent as those whom fortune has place<2 
above him, used to address the great generad witli 
even more frankness than his own captain. Napo- 
leon, in one of his Italian despatches, mentions ta 
the directory the pleasure which he often derived 
from the conversation of the men. *' But yester- 
day," says he, ''a comnion trooper addressed me as 
I was riding, and told me he thought he could tell 
me the movement which ought to be adopted. I 
listened to him, and heard him detail some opera^ 
tions on which I had actually resolved but a little 
before." It has been noticed (perhaps by over-nice 
speculators) as a part of the same system, that Na- 
poleon, on his return to Paris, continued to employ 
the same trades-people, however inferior in their 
several crafts, who had ser\'ed him in the days of 
bis obscurity.* 

The first public appearance of Buonaparte oc- 
curred (January 2, 1798) when the treaty of Campo- 
Formio was to be formally presented to the direc- 
tory. The great court of the Louxembourg was 
roofed over with flags, an immense conj^ourse, in- 

* A silveremitb, who had given liim credit when he set out to Italf 
for a dreising caae worth SO/., was rewarded with all the business which 
the reconimendation of his now illustrious debtor couM bring to him ; 
and, being clever in his trade, became ultimately, under the mtronage 
of the Imperial household, one of the wealthiest citizens of Paris. A 
little hatter, and a cobbler, who had served Buonaparte when a subal- 
tern, mi|ht have risen In the same roaniier, had their skill equalled the 
silversmith's, jfot even Napoleon's example could persuade the Pa- 
ilstans to wear ill-shaped hats and clumsy boots ; but he, in Ills own 
Iierson, adhered, to the last, to his oi:icinBl connejian with these pmr 
ettlsjins. . ^ 
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oluding aU the members of the govemihent and of 

the tw^o legislative bodies, expected the victorious 

negotiator; and when he appeared, followed by his 

sta/Ty and surrounded on all nands with the trophies 

of his glorious campaigns, the enthusiasm of the 

nighty multitude, to the far greater part of ^iduch 

bis penKm was, up to the moment, entirely unknown, 

outleaped all bounds, and Med the already jealous 

hearts of the directors with dark presentiments. 

Tliey well knew that the soldiery returning from 

Italy bad sung and said through every village, that 

it was bigh time to get rid of the lawyers, and make 

^ the little corporal'^ king. With uneasy hearts did 

they bear what seemed too like an echo of this cry, 

from.Uie assembled leaders of opinion in Paris and 

m France. . The voice of Napoleon was for the first 

time beard in ata energetic speech, ascribing aJl the 

glories that had been achieved to the ze^ of the 

French soldiery— for ** the glorious constitution of 

the year THREE^'-^the .same glorious constitution 

which, in the year dehtj was to receive the coup de 

graee from his own hand; and Barras, as presiding 

aiTe(?tor, answering that ^ Nature had exhausted aU 

her powers in the creation of a Buonaparte," awoke 

a new thunder of unwelcome applauses. 

Camot had been exiled after the 18th Fruetidor, 
and was at this time actually believed to be dead. 
The institute nominated Buonaparte to fill his place ; 
and he was received by this learned body with en- 
thusiasm not inferior to th^t of the Louxembourg. 
He tiienceforth adopted^ oil all public occasions, the 
costume of this academy ; and, laying aside as far as 
was possible the insignia of his military rank, 
seemed to atisire only the distinction of being dassed 
with those whose scientific attaimnents 'had done 
honour to thieir country. In all this he acted on cal- 
culation. "I well knew," said he at St. Helena, 
" that there was not a drummer in the army^ bu^ 
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"would respect me the more for believing me to t>e 
not a mere soldier.*^ 

Some time-before he left Italy, a motion had been 
made in one of the chambers for rewarding: him vrith. 
a mnt of the estate of Ohambord, and lost, owingf 
solely to the jealousy of the directory. This oppo- 
sition was on their part unjust and unwise, and ejc- 
tremelv unpopular also ; for it was known to all 
men that the sreneral mieht easiljr have ennched 
himself during nis wonderful campaigns, and had, in 
fact, brought with him to the Rue de la Vietoire no 
more than 100,000 crowns, saved from the fair al- 
lowances of his rank. No one can doubt how Na- 
poleon regarded this part of their conduct. Every 
day confinned them m their jealousy ; nor did he; 
take much pains on the other hand to conceal his 
feelings towiurds them. On many occasions they 
were willing to make use of him, although thev 
dreaded in so doing to furnish him with new proo& 
of the vast superiority which he had reached in 
public opinion above themselves ; and he was, on his 
part, chary of acceding to any of their proposals.. 

On the 21st of January, the anniversary of the 
death of Louis XVI. was to be celebrated, according 
to custom, as a great festival of the repu}}liean calen- 
dar; and,- conscious how distasteful the observance 
had by this time become to all persons capable of 
reflection, the government wotdd fain have diverted 
attention from themselves, bv assigning a prominent 
part in the ceremonial to him* on whom, as they 
knew, all eyes were sure to be fixed whenever he 
made his appearance. Napoleon penetrated their 
motives. lie remonstrated against the cerem'onv 
altogether, as perpetuating the memory^of a deed, 
perhaps unavoidable, but not the less to be regretted. 
He told them that it was unworthy of a great re- 
public to triumph, year after year, m the shedding 
of an individual enemy's blood. Th&y answered by 
ireminding him that the Athenians aitd Romans of 
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old . jcecorded, in similar festivals, the downfall of 
'Pisistratus and the exile of the Tarquins. ■ He migki 
have replied, that it is easier for a nation to renounce 
Christianity in name, than to obliterate altogether 
the traces of its humanizing influence. But this 
view did not as yet occur to Napoleon— or, if it had, 
could not have been promulgated to their convic- 
tion. He stood on the impolicy of the barbarous 
ceremony ; and was at length, with difficidty, per- 
ftuaded to appear in it as a t>rivate member of the 
institute, along WiUi the rest of that association. 
His refusal to be there as the ffreat general of the 
republic annoyed the timid directory; and yet, 
bemg recognised in his civic dress, and pointed out 
to new myriads of observers, the effect which the 
government had desired to produce was brought 
about in spite of all Buonaparte's reluctamce. 'Hie 
purpose of the assemblage was almost forgotten; 
the clamours of the people converted it into another 
fite for Napoleon. * 

It has already been said, that as early as October, 
1797, the directory announced their intention of 
committing an army, destined for the invasion of 
'England, to the conqueror of Italy. He wholly dis- 
approved of their rashness in breaking off the nego* 
tiations of the preceding summer with the English 
envoy, lord Matmsbury, and, above all, of the inso- 
lent abruptness of that procedure.* But the die was 
cast; and he willingly accepted the appointment 
now pressed upon him by the government, who, in 
truth, were anxious about nothing so much as to 
occupy his mind with the matters of his profession, 
and so prevent him from taking a prominent part in 
the civU business of the state. Solely owing to his 
celebrity, two of his brothers were already distin- 
guished members of the legislative bodies; and 

* The directory broke off the negotiation in a moat insolent manner, 
Byorderlng lord Motandbury to quit France within twenty-four houn: 
nU0 they did in HMjir exultatiQii ttftertbe 18Ui FrncOiftir. 
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there could be no doubt that the gates of either 
would fty open for his own admission* if he chose it, 
on the next election. 

Whatever views of ulterior ambition might have 
c^ned tiiemselves to Napoleon at this period, he 
well knew^t the hour was not yet come, in whicb 
he could serve his purposes better than by the pur* 
suit of his military career. The directory wero 
popular with no party ; bat there were many par- 
ties ; and, numerically, probably the rojFalists were 
the strongest. The pure republicans were still 
powerful: the army or Italy was distant and scat- 
tered ; that of the Rhine, far more numerous, and 
equally well disciplined, had its own generals-r-men 
not yet in reputation immeasurably inferior to Imn- 
•elf; and, having been less fortunate than their 
brethren in Italy, and consequently acquired less 
wealth, it was no wonder that the soldiery of the 
Rhine regarded the others, if not their leader, with 
some little jealousy. In Nap(^eon's own langaage» 
*' the pear was not yet ripe.^ 

He proceeded, therefore, to make a regular survey 
of the French coast opposite to England^ with tl^ 
view of imjnoving its fortifications, tuid of selecting 
the best points for embarking the invading force. 
For this service he was eminently quali^ed; and 
many local improvements of great importance, long 
afterward effected, were first suggested by him at 
this period. But the result of his examination was 
a perfect conviction that the time was not yet come 
for invading England. He perceived that extensive 
and tedious preparations were indispensable «re the 
French shipping on that coast cotud be put into a 
condition for such an attempt : and the burst of loy- 
alty which the threat of invasion called forth in 
every part of Britain— the devotion with which aU 
classes of the people answered the appeal of the 
government— the immense extent to which the re- 
gular and volunteer forces were increased every* 



where— tiiese cixeurasteiiees produced a stronfr iii»- 
IvressiOB ob his not less ealoulatiog than enterpnsing 
mind. He had himself, in the eourse of the pre- 
cedingr atthomi, suggested to the minister for foreign 
afiaiTBythe eelebratod Talleyruid, the propriety of 
making an elibrt against England in another quarter 
of tbe woild:-K>f seizing Malta, proceeding to oc^ 
eapy Egypt, and therein gaining at once a territory 
capable of supplyinff to France the loss of her West 
Inotan oeloiiies, and tiie means of annoying Great 
Britain in her Indiea trade and empire. To this 
acbeme he now recurred s the Bast presented a field 
edT ecmqnest and gkMry on whieh his imagination de« 
lighted to brood: ibe injustice of attacking the 
donuBioiis of the grand seignior, an old ally of 
France, formed but a trivial <£stacle in the eyes of 
the direetoiy : the professional opinion of Buona* 
parte, that me invasion of England, if attempted then, 
rnnet fail, could not but carry its due weight : the 
temptation of plundering Egypt and India was great ; 
and great, perhaps above aU the rest, was the tempta- 
tion of finding employment for Napoleon at a dis- 
tance from France. The Egyptian expedition was 
determined on ; but kept strietly secret The at- 
. tention of England was still riveted on the coasts 
of Normandy and Picardy, between which and Paris 
Buonaparte studiously divided his presence — ^while 
it was <m the borders of the Mediterranean that the 
diips and the troops really destined for action were 
assembling. 

Buonaparte, having rifled to such purpose the 
cabinets and galleries of the Italian princes, was 
resolved not to lose the opportunity of appropriating 
aome of tiie rich antiquarian treasures of Egypt; 
nor was it likely that he should undervalue the 
opportunities which his expedition might afford of 
extending the boundaries of science, by careful ob- 
servation of natural phenomena. He drew together 
therefore a body of eminent artists and oonttoisseurSj 
Vou I,— K 
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vmder the direction of Mmgtf who had managecl his 
ItaUan coUections : it was peifaaps the firat time 
that a troop of $avan$ (there were 100 of th^os) 
formed part of the staff or an invading army. 

T)« vahouB squadrons of the French fleet irere 
BOW assembled at Toulon; and every thing seemed 
to be in readiness. Yet some time elapsed ere 
Napoleon joined the armament; and it is said by 
Mua^ that he did all he could to defer joining it sut 
long as possible, in consequence of certain obscure 
hopes wnich he had entertained of striking a blow 
at the existing government, and remodelling it, to 
his own advanta^ with the assent, if not assist- 
ance, of Austria. This author adds, that Barrasy 
having intercepted a letter of Buonaparte to Co- 
bentzel, went to him late one ev^ng, and com^ 
manded him to ioin the fleet instantly, on pain of 
being denounced as the enemy of the government; 
that the general ordered his horses the same houTy 
and was on his way to Toulon ere midnight, iniese 
circumstances may or may not be truly given. It 
is not doubtful that the command of the £g3rptian 
expedition was ultimately regarded, both by Napo- 
leon and the directorjr, as a species of honourable 
banishment. On reachmg Toulon, Buonaparte called 
his army tdgether, and Imrangued them. "' Rome,** 
he said, *' combated Carthage by sea as well as land; 
and England was the Carthage of France. — ^He was 
come to lead them, in the name of the goddess of 
Liberty, across mighty seas, and into remote regions, 
where their valour might achieve such glory and 
such wealth as could never be looked for beneath 
the cold heavens of the west. The meanest of his 
soldiers should receive seven acres of land ;" — where 
he mentioned not. His promises had not hitherto 
been vain. The soldiery heard him with joy, and 
prepared to obey with alacrity. 

The English government, meanwhile, although 
they had no suspicion of the real destination of the 
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annament, bad not failed to obserre what was pan- 
ing in Toulon. They probably believed that the 
wpB there assembled were meant to take part in 
the great acheme of the invasion of England. How- 
ever this ini^[iU have been, they had sent a consider- 
able reinforcement to Nelson, who theneommimded 
OB the Mefditemuiean station ; and he, at the moment 
when Buonaparte reached Toulon, was cmising 
within' aig^ht of the port. Napoleon well knew, that 
to embark in the presence of Nelson would be to 
nish into the jaws of ruin; and waited until some 
accident shonld relieve him from this terrible 
wjUcher. On the evening of the 19th of May, for- 
time favoured him. A violent gale drove the Eng- 
Ush off the coast, and disabled some ships so much 
that Nelson was obliged to go into the harbours of 
Sardinia to have them repaired. The French sene- 
niV instantly commanded the embarkation of aud his 
hm^; and as the last of them got on board, the 
nn rose on the mighty armament : it was one of 
those dazzling suns which the soldiery delighted 
afterward to call ^the suns of Napoleon.'* 

Seldom have the shores of the MediterraneaLn 
witnessed a nobler spectacle. That unclouded sun 
lose on a semicircle of vessels, extending in all to 
iKitiefHi than six leagues : thirteen ships of the line 
anA fourteen frigates (under the command of ad- 
miral Bnieyes), and 400 transports. They carried 
40,000 picked soldiers, and officers whose names 
were only inferior to that of the general-in-chief ; 
~^f the men, as well as of their, leaders, the far 
SMter part already accustomed to follow Napoleon, 
vid to consider his presence as the pledge of vic- 
tory. 
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CHAPTER XL 

and toR Jtlezmdrior-Tke March «• the JfiU—TkB BuUU Af Ute 



Tm French fleet wae reioforcedy ere it had pro* 
eeeded far on its way, by general Deeaaix, and hie 
division from Italy; and, having proaperoua winder, 
appeared on the 10th of June off Maha. The Itnigfaia 
of St. John were no ionter those hardy and devcmt 
eoldiera of the Crom, ^m> for ages inspiied terror 
among the Mussulmans, and were considered aa ili» 
heroic outguards of Christendom. Sunk in indo- 
lence and pleasure, these inheritors of a gkvioflB 
name hardly attempted for a moment to defend their 
ail but impregnable island, agahist the fleet whieli* 
covered the seas around them. Buonaparte is aaid 
to have tampered successfully beforehand with some 
of the French knights* Division of counsels pie- 
vailed ; and in confusion and panic the gates were 
thrown open. As Napoleon was enteringf b e twe e n 
the hnre rocky barriers of La Valletta, CaAuelU 
said to nim, ** It is well there was some one wittin 
to open the door for us ; had there been no garrison 
at ah, the business might have been less easy.** 

From Malta'--*where he left a detachment of troops 
to i^ard an acquisition which he expected to find 
emmently usefm in his future communications with 
Franoe-^Buonaparte steered eastward; but, dU» 
some days, ran upon the coast of Candia to take in 
water and fresh provisions, and, by thus casually 
diverging from his course, escaped imminent danger. 
For Nelson, soon returning to Toulon, missed the 
shipping which had so lately crowded the harbour, 
ana ascertaining that they had not sailed towards the 
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Atlantic, divined on the instant that their mark must 
be ESgypt* Hie fleet was hxferior in numbers, but 
he pursued without hesitation; and taking the 
straight line, arrived off the Nile before any of the 
French ships had appeared there. Buonaparte, on 
hearings ofTOandia that the English fleet was already 
in the lievant, directed admiral Brueyes to steer not 
for Alexandria, but for another point of the coast of 
Africa. Nelson, on the other hand, not finding the 
enony where he had expected, turned back and tra* 
▼ersed the sea- in quest of him, to Rhodes — and 
thenee to Sjnracuse. It is aupposed, that on the 20th 
of Jmie the fleets almost touched each other; but 
tiiat the thickness, of the haze, and Nelson's want 
of frigates, prevented an encounter. Napoleon, re- 
^Mmnoitring' the coast, ascertained that there was 
no longer .any fleet off* Alexandria, and in eflect 
reacts his destination undisturbed on the 1st of 
July. At that, moment a strange sail appeared cm 
the ver^ of the horizon. ^ Fortune," exclaimed he, 
^1 ask out six hours more — ^wilt thou refuse them I" 
The vessel proved not to be English ; and the disem* 
harkation immediately took place, in spite of a vio- 
lent ffale and a tremendous surf. Tney landed at 
Marabout, a mile and a half from Alexandria — 
having lost many by drowning. 

^S3nP^ A province of the Ottoman empire, then at 
peace with France^ was, of course, wholly unpre- 
pared for this invasion. The Turks, however, mus- 
tered what force they could, and shutting the gates 
of the city, held out until the French forced their way 
through the old crumbling walls, and it was no longer 
possiUe to resist at once superior numbers and Eu- 
ropean discipline. Two hundred French died in the 
^sault ; the Turkish loss was much greater : and 
Buonaparte, after tidung possession, al^doned the 
place for three hours to the unbridled license of mili- 
^tty execution and rapine — an atrocity for which 
there was only one pretext ; namely, the urgent ne- 

K2 
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i ti iit y of strikinir av®^^^t®>*OTu^^^l>0*i>** <3# 
^ pooalation, and so preventing them fron o fa eyia y 
the call of their mtlitaty chieftains, to take anus in 
defence of the soil. 

Nafxrieon*8 conduct on this occasion was utnnf^y 
oontrasted with the tenour of his Ctemtral Order to 
the araiy before their diserabaitatton. '^The peo» 
ple,*^ he then said, '* with whom we are abont to 
liye, are Mahometans: the fint article ei their faicii 

phet» Do not contradict them : deal with then mm 
yon have done with the Jews and the Italians. 
Respect their muftis and imans, as yon hare doae 
by the rabbins and the bishops elsewhere. • • .The 
Roman legions protected all religions. You will 
And here usages diflbrait from those of Europe: 
you must aecustom 3rour8elvea to them. Tl^se 
people treat ^eir women differently from us ; but ta 
mU eomUrie$f he who violaUi i$ a nuHuter; piUage m- 
fiehei tnUy afem; U dithomMn tti, deftrcy$ cwr m- 
$ourc€$9 and fnak$$ ihoi$ tntmu tvAom t^ u oiw nsitft^ 
to have for frundtJ** Such was the text ai Napo- 
leon's Ueneral Order; and such the comment of his 
flrst actions. 

To the people of Egypt, meanwhile, he addressed 
a proclamation in these words. **They will tell 
you that I come to destroy your religion; believe 
them not : answer that I am come to restore 3ronr 
rights, to punish the usurpers, and that I respect, 
more than the Mamelukes ever did, God, his pro- 
phet, and the Koran. Sheiks uid imans, assure the 
people that we also are true Mussulmans. Is it not 
we that have ruined the pope and the knights of 
Malta) Thrice happy they who shaU be with 19! 
Wo to them that take up arms for the Mamelukes! 
they shall perish T'* 

* At this period, EfSTpt, though nomfttftlly forenied by a pscbs ap« 
liointed by the grand seignior, Waa in reality in tlie bands of tlio Maai- 
eiaket; a ilngulfir body of mu^ wlio pa^d but little reject tQ any 



Bnonapftrte was a fatali8l-*^0O that one main aiti- 
cle of the Mussulman creed pleased him well* H^ 
adteired Mahomet as one of those rate heings, who, 
by indiTldiial -^luus and dann^> have ]^t>duced 
mighty and pennanent alterations in the world. 
The- general's assertion ai his own belief in the ia*- 
epiralion of the Arab impostor* was often repeated 
m the sequel ; and will ever he appreciatedi, as it was 
lat the tiine by his own soldiery-^-whom indeed he 
had addressed but the day before in language sufi- 
eiently expressive of his real senttmei^s as to all 
ionnEom of religim. Rabbit muflit and bishop; the 
Talmud, the fi^oran, and the Bible, were much mi a 
level in his estimaticm. He was willing to make 
use of them all as it might serve his purpose ; and» 
though not by natnte'cruel, he did not hesitate, whem 
luB interest seemed to demand it, to invest his name 
With every circumstance of terror, which could r^^ 
wAt from the most meteiless violation of those laws 
of humanity which even his Koran enforces, and 



authority bQt tbat of their own ehiefii. Of tbesa chieft or beyi there 
vrefe twenty-four ; each one of whom rated ovor a sepanite diftrict ; 
Mm> often warred with eaeb other ; and were aa often in rebeUion 
Mpinit theb nomiDal tovereiga. Accordtng to the institutions of the 
MaiBdukes, their body was recruited solely by boys, chiefly of fiuropeati 
tiiiei, taken captive, ind brought up ft-om their earliMt days In all mitt- 
tary exefcisee. TliMe were prcHaoled aecerdii^ to their merits ; it 
beiBf the cuitom, that when a bey died, the bravest of his band suc- 
teeded him. The Mamehikea thus formed a separate ea»te ; and they 
«p|iiieased most eruelly tlw popuIasl<m of tlie country which had fUlen 
into tliehr keeping. Tlie FMahsy or poor Arabs who cultivate the soil, 
being compelled to pay exorbitantly ibr permission to ifo soisuffered the 
eittene or misery in the midst of great natural wealth. The Cophttt 
■Diqrased to be descended fh>m the ancient Egyptian nation, dischaiged 
most civil functions under the Mamelukes, and bad (he trades and i»ro- 
ftssions in their hahds; but they also were oppressed intolerably by 
thaw haoghty and feracious soidiem. 

The Mamelukes were considered by Napoleon to be, individually, 
tile finest cavalry in the world. They rode the noblest horses of Arabia, 
and were armed with the beat weapons which the world eould pro- 
doce ; carbines, pistols, &c. from Engtend, and sabres of the steel of 
Danuucus. Their skill in horsemanship was equal to their fleiy vaToun 
With tbat cavalry and the French infiintry, Buonaparte said, it wottld 
be easy to conf|«er U)« world. 
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which hifl own addross to his aimy had so recently 
inculcated. 

Napoleon left Alexandria on the 7th of July, h^ng 
anxious to force the Mamelukes to an encounter 
with the least possible delay. He had a small flo«- 
tilla on the Nile, which venred to guard his riglit 
flank r the infantry marched over burning sand at 
some distance from the river. The miseneaof this 
pro^ss were extreme* The air is crowded with 
pestiferous insects ; Uie g^re of the sand weakens 
most men's eyes, and blinds many ; water is scarce 
and bad; and the countiy had been swept Qlear of 
man, beast, and vegietable. Under this torture even 
the gallant spirits of such men as Murat and Lannea 
could not sustain themselves z-^hey trod their 
cockades in the sand. The cofnmon soldiers asked, 
with angry murmurs, if it was here the general 
designed to give Uiem their seven acres I He alone 
was superior to all evils. Such was the ha^ppj tem- 
perament of his frame, that— while others, after 
having rid them of their usual dress, were still suf- 
fused in perpetual floods of perspiration, and the 
hardiest found it necessary to give two or three 
hours in the middle of the day to sleep— Napoleon 
altered nothing ;. wore his uniform buttoned up as 
at Paris ; never showed one bead of sweat on his 
brow ; nor thought of repose except to lie down in 
his cloak the last at night, and start up the first in 
the momitlg. it required, however, all that this 
example of endurance, and the influence of charac- 
ter could do, to prevent the army from breaking into 
open mutiny. 

For some days no enemy appeared ; but at length, 
scattered groups of horsemen began to hover on 
their flanks ; and the soldier who quitted the line 
but for a moment, was surrounded and put to death 
ere his comrades could rescue him. The rapidity 
with which the Mamelukes rode, and their skill aa 
marksmen* were seconded by the character of the 
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^O. and Hie atmcwpbere; the teasl motion or breath 

<»f -wind beioff eufficieBt to raise a ckiud of sandy 

€taroaf^ whieh nolhini: could be discerned aecii« 

Tmtely, while the coDatant glaie of the sun dazaled 

almost to blindness. It was at Chebreis that the 

BftsuoeltdiLes first attacked ia a considerable body; 

and at the same moment the French flotilla was as- 

smnlted. In either case the supehori^ of European 

discipline was made manifest $ but m either case 

also the assailants were aUe to retreat without much 

loss. Meantime, the hardships of the march con« 

^imied ; tbe irregular attacks of the .enemy were 

dail5r becoming more numerous ; so that the troops, 

eontiiMiaHy huting and forming into squares to te^ 

oeire the charge of the caval^ by day, and forced 

^keep up great watches at night, experienced the 

extremes of fatigue as well as of privation* In the 

■ndst of this misery, the common men beheld with 

BO finendly eyes the troop of $avan» mounted oo 

asses (the common conveyance of the country), 

with all their instruments, books, and baggage* 

ney began to suspect that the expedition had bmi 

imdertaken for some merely scientific purposes ; and 

iHien, OB any aiarm^ they were ordered to open the 

equate and give the learned party safe footing with^ 

in, they used to receive them with military jeerings ; 

'^room for the asses :— »stand back, here come the 

loiMiiif and the dMii''savan$,'" 

On the 2Ut of Jidy, the army came within sight 
of the pyramids, which* but for the regularity of the 
ontUne, might have been taken for a distant ridge 
of rocky mountains. While every eye was fixed 
on these hoary monuments of the past, they gained 
tiie brow of a gentle eminence, and saw at length 
mead out before them the vast army of the beys, 
their right posted on an intrenched camp by the 
NUe, tiieir centre and left composed of that brilliant 
cavalry with which they were by this time ac« 
quainjed. Napoleon» riding forward? to recon* 
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noitre, peieeived (what escaped the obaenralkMi of 
all his staff) that the fpma on the ihtreBched camp 
were not piOTided with carriages; and in8tantl3r 
decided on his pbm of attack. He prepNued to 
throw Ins force on the left, where the guns coold 
not be available. Monrad Bey, who eonunanded 
in chief, speedfly penetrated nis design; and the 
Mamelukes advanced gaUantlv to the encounter. 
'^Soldiers,*' said Napoleon, '*mnn the summit of 
yonder pyramids forty ages behcdd you;** and the 
battle began. 

The French formed into separate squares, and 
awaited the assault of the Mamelukes. These 
came on with impetuous speed and wild cries, and 
practised every means to force their passage into 
the serried ranks of their new opponents. Tliey 
rushed on the line of bayonets, backed their horses 
upon them, and at last, maddened bv the dimness 
which they could not shake, dashed their pistols 
and carbines into the faces of the men. Nothing 
could move the French : the bayonet and the con- 
tinued roll of musket^ by degrees thinned the host 
around them; and Buonapwte at last advanced. 
Such were the confusion and terror of the enemy 
when he came near .the camp, that they abandoned 
their works, and flung themselves by hundreds into 
the Nile. The carnage was prodigious. Multitudes 
more were drowned. Mourad and a remnant of his 
Mamelukes retreated on Upper Egypt Cairo sur- 
rendered : Lower Egypt was entirely conquered. 

Such were the immediate consequences of ike 
batde f^ihe PyranwU. The name of Buonaparte 
now spread panic through the East ; and the Sul- 
tan Kebir^ (or King of Fire— as he was called from 
the deadly effects of the musketry in this engage- 
ment) was considered as the destined scourge of 
God, whom it was hopeless to resist. 

The French now had recompense for the toils 



tibey bad undergone. The bodieci of the slain and 
cbnowned Mamerakes were rifled ; and, it being tfie 
eostom for those warriors to carry their wealth 
alM>Qt them, a sinffle corpse often made a soldier's 
fortune. In the deserted harams of the chiefs ^t 
Oaiio, and in the neighbouring villages, men at 
tength found proofs that *' eastern luxury" is no 
empty name. The savans ransacked the monu- 
ments of antiquity^ and formed collections which 
Tvill ever reflect honour on their zeal and skilL 
Napoleon himself visited the interior of the great 
pyramid, and on entering the secret chamber, in 
'which, 3000 yeiurs before, some Pharaoh had been 
iminied, repeated once more his confession of faith 
-— ^ There is no God but God, and Mahomet is his 
prophet.'' The bearded orientals who accompanied 
him concealed their doubts of his orthodoxy, and 
responded, rery scdemnly, ^^ God is merciful. Thou 
hast spoken like the most learned of the prophets." 
While Napoleon was thus pursuing his career of 
victory in the interior. Nelson, having scoured the 
Mediterranean in quest of him, once more returned 
to the coast of E^pt. He arrived within sight of 
the towers of Alexandria on the 1st of Auffust~ten 
days after 'the battle of the pyramids had been 
fought and won— and found Brueyes still at his 
moorings in the bay of Aboukir. Nothing seems 
to be more clear than that the French admiral ought 
to have made the best of his way to France, or at 
least to Malta, the moment the army had taken pos* 
session of Alexandria. Napoleon constantly as- 
serted that he had urged Brueyes to do so. Brueyes 
himself lived not to give his testimony ; but Ganthe- 
aume, the vice-admiral, always persisted in stating? 
in direct contradiction to Buonaparte, that the fleet 
remained by the general's express desire. The tee- 
timtnies being thus balanced, it is necessary to con^ 
suit other materials of judgment ; and it apP^^ 
extremely difficult to doubt, that the French adnUT»*' 
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—who, it is acknowledged on all hands, dreaded Hie 
encounter of Nel8oh,-«-remained off Alexandria fiir 
tiie Boke purpose of aiding the motions of the amqr» 
and in consequence of what he at least eonoeired 
to be the wish of its general. However this migbt 
have been, the results of his delay were terrible. 

The French fleet were moored in a semieirele in 
the bay of Aboukir, so near the shore, that, as thc^ 
admiral believed, it was impossible for the enemy to 
come between him and the land. He expected, 
therefore, to be attacked on one side onty, and 
thought himsrtf sure tfiat the English could not re« 
new their favourite manceuvre of breaking the Ime, 
and so at once dividing the o{^posed fleet, and 

g lacing the ships individually between two fires, 
ut Nelson daringly judsed that his ships nuglit 
force a passage between me French and the laaSd; 
and, succeeding in this attempt, instantly brought on 
the conflict,' in the same dreaded form which 
Brueyes had believed impossible. The details of 
this great seafight belong to the histoiy of the Eng- 
lish hero.* The battle was obstinate—it lasted 
ihore than twenty honrs, including the whole night. 
A solitary pause occurred at midnight, when the 
French aidmiral's ship L'Orient, a supeih vessel of 
120 guns, took fire, and blew up in the heart of the 
conflicting squadrons, with an explosion that for a 
moment silenced rage in awe. The admiral him* 
self perished. Next morning, two shattered lAiips, 
out of all the French fleet, with diflicul^ made their 
escape to the open sea. The rest of aU that mag- 
nificent array had been utterly destroyed, or re- 
mained in the hands of the English. 

Such was the battle of Aboukir, in which Nelson 
achieved, with a force much inferior to the French, 
what he himself called <' not a victory, but a con* 
quest.^ Three thousand French seamen readhed 

* ^ fbe admirable Life of Nelson, by Soutbey. 
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shore ; a greater number died. Had the English 
admiral possessed frigates^ he must have forced his 
'way into the harbour of Alexandria, and seized the 
"wliole stores and transports of the army. As things 
mrere, the best fleet of the republic had ceased to 
be ; the blockade of the coast vrzB established : and 
the invader, completely isolated from France, must 
be content to rely wholly cm his own arms and the 
resourees of Egypt. 



CHAPTER XII. 

BnmaparU** Jidminutrtaion m Egypt— Armtments of tUtB Pvrte' 
J^mtmaparU at Sun— At El-Ari^i Otuakt J^ffoj Acre—BMrttA to 
Egfpt—JDtfeai of the Turks at Abouktr—JiTapoUmi ambarko for 



On hearing of the battle of Aboukir a solit^ 
sigh escaped from Napoleon. **To France,** said 
he, ** fbe fates have decreed the empire of the land 
— 4o England that of the sea.'* 

He endured this great calamity with the equa- 
nimity of a masculine spirit. He ffave orders that 
the seamen landed at Alexandria should be formed 
into a marine brigade, and thus gained a valuable 
addition to his army ; and proceeded himself to or* 
ganize a system of government, under which the 
great national resources of the country might be 
turned to the best advantage. We need not dwell 
on that vain repetition of his faith in Mahomet, to 
which he would not and could not give effect by 
openly adopting the rules and ceremonies of the 
Koran; which accordingly amused his own fol- 
lowers ; and which deceived none of the Mussulman 
people. This was the trick of an audacious infidel, 
who wanted wholly that enthusiasm without which 
Vo L. I.— L 
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no religious impostor can hope to partake the tna^ 
cesses of the prophet of Mecca. Passing over thur 
worthless preliminary, the arrangements of the neiv 
«dministnition reflect honour on the consummate 
understandinfl^ ihe clear skill, and the unwearied 
industry of this extraordinary man. 

He was careful to advance no claim to the sovo- 
reignty of Egypt ; but asserted, that having rescued 
it from the IV&meluke uturpaUon^ it remained for him 
to administer }aw and justice, until the time should 
come for restoring the province to the dominion of 
the grand seignior. He then established two coun* 
cils, consisting of natives, principally of Arab chiefii 
and Moslems of the church and the law, by who«e 
advice all measures were, nominally, to be regulated. 
They formed of course a very subservient senate. 
He had no occasion to demand more from the people 
than they had been used to pay to the beys ; and he 
lightened the impost bv introducing as far as he 
could the fairness and exactness of a civilized 
power in the method of levying it. He laboured to 
make the laws respected, and this so earnestly and 
rigidly, that no small wonder was excited among all 
classes of a population so long accustomed to the 
license of a barbarian horde of spoilers. On one 
occasion, one of the ulemahs could not help smiling 
at the zeal which he manifested foi tracing home the 
murder of an obscure peasant to the perpetrator. 
The Mussulman asked if the dead man were in any 
wise related to the blood of the sultan Kebir. ** No,** 
answered Napoleon, sternly— "but he was more than 
that — ^he was one of a people whose govemmeat it 
has pleased Providence to place in my hands." T^e 
measures which he took for the protection of tra- 
vellers to Mecca were especially acceptable to the 
heads of the Moslem establishment, and produced 
from them a proclamation, (in direct contradiction to 
the Koran,) signifying that it was right and lawful 
to pay tribute to the French. The virtuosi and 
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artists in his train, meanwhile, pursued with indefati- 
gable energy their scientific researches : they ran- 
sacked the monuments of Egfypt, and laid the foun- 
dation, at least, of all the wonderful discoveries 
which have since been made concerning the know- 
ledge, arts, polity (and even language), of the ancient 
nation. Nor were their objects merely those of cu- 
riosity. They, under the - general's direction, ex- 
amined into th^ long-smothered traces of hiany an 
ancient device for improving the agriculture of the 
eonnti^. Canals that had been shut up for many 
•eentunes were reopened; the waters of the Nile 
flowed once more where they had been guided by 
tiie skill of the Pharaohs or the Ptolemies. Culti- 
vation was extended ; jpfroperty secured ; and it can- 
not be doubted that the signal improvements since 
introduced into Egypt, are attributable mainly to the 
wise example of the French administration. At 
Cairo itself there occurred one stormy insurrection, 
provoked, as may be supposed, by some wantonness 
on the part of the garrison ; but, after this had been 
quelled by the same merciless vigour which Napo- 
leon had displayed on similar occasions in Italy, 
the country appears to have remained in more quiet, 
and probably enjoyed, in spite of the presence of 
an invading army, more prosperity than it had ever 
done during any period of the same length, since 
the Saracen government was overthrown by the 
Ottomans. 

In such labours Napoleon passed the autumn of 
1798. General Dessaix, meanwhile, had pursued 
Mourad Bey into Upper. Egypt, where the Mame- 
lukes hardly made a single stand against him, but 
contrived by the excellence of their horses, and their 
familiarity with the deserts, to avoid any total dis- 
ruption of their forces. Mourad returned to the 
neighbourhood of Caii'o on hearing of the insurrec- 
tion already mentioned; but departed when he 
learned its suppressioa Those gallant horsemen 
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were gradually loaing nnmbera in their cniistant de- 
eert aiarche»--4]iey were losing heart rapidly : and 
every thing seemed to promise, that ere long the 
Upper Egypt, like the Lower, would settle into a 
peaceful province of the new French colony. 

Buonaparte, during this interval of repose, received 
no communication from the French government; 
but rumours now began to reach his quarters which 
might well give him new anxieties. The report of 
another rupture with Austria gradually met with 
more eredence ; and it was ere long placed beyond 
a doubt, that the Ottoman porte, instead of beings 
tempted into any recognition of the French esta- 
blishment in Eg^pt, had declared war against the 
lepuUic, and summoned all the strength of her em- 
pire to pour in overwhelming numbers on the isolate 
aimy of Buonaparte. 

As yet, however, there was no i^pearance of an 
enemy; and Napoleon seized the of^rtunity to ex- 
plore the isthmus of Suez, where a narrow neck of 
land divides the Red Sea from the Mediterranean, 
putly with the view of restoring the communication 
said to have in remote times existed between them, 
and partly of providing for the defence of Egypt, 
shoiid the Ottomans attempt the invasion by ite 
way of Syria. 

He visited the Maronite monks of Mount Sinai, 
and, as Mahomet had done before him, affixed his 
name to their charter of privileges : he examined 
also the well of Moses; and nearly lost his life in 
exploring, during low water, the sands of the Red 
Sea, where Pharaoh is supposed to have perished 
in the pursuit of the Hebrews. ^ The night over- 
took us,'' says Savary in his Memoirs ; '^ the waters 
be^an to rise around us ; the guard in advance ex- 
clumed that their horses were swimming. Buona- 
parte saved us all by one of those sample expedients 
which occur to an unperturbable mind. Placing 
himself in the centre, ne bade all the rest fonn<a 
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circle round him, and then ride on, each man in a 
sepai^te direction, and each man to halt as soon as 
lie found his horse swimming. The man whose 
Iiorse continued to march the last, was sure, he said, 
to be in the right direction : him accordingly we all 
followed, and reached Suez at two in the morning in 
safety, though so rapidly had the tide advanced, that 
the water was at the poitrels of our horses ere we 
made the land.'' 

Buonaparte returned to Cairo, and made his last 
preparations for a renewal of. the war. He left 
15,000 in and ahout Cairo, the division of Dessaix 
in Upper Egypt, and garrisons in the chief towns ; 
and then marched towards Syria at the head of 
10,000 picked men, with the intention of crushing 
the Tmrkish armament in that quarter, before their 
chief force (which he now knew was assembling 
at Rhodes) should have time to reach Egypt by sea.' 
Traversing the desert which divides Africa from 
Asia, he took possession of the fortress El-Arish 
(15 Feb.), whose garrison, after a vigorous assault, 
capitulated on condition that they should be per* 
mitted to retreat into Syria, pledging their parole 
not to serve again during the war. Pursuing his 
march, he took Gazah (that ancient city of the Phi- 
listines) without opposition ; but at Jafifa (the Joppa 
of holy writ), the Turks made a resolute defence. 
The walls were carried by storm ; 3000 Turks died 
with arms in their hands, and the town was given 
up during three hours to the fury of the French sol- 
diery—who never, as Napoleon confessed, availed 
themselves of the license of war more savagely than 
on tills occasion. 

A part of the garrison — amounting, according to 
Buonaparte, to 1200 men, but stated by others as 
nearly 3000 in number— held out for some hours 
longer m the mosques and citadel; but at length, 
seeing no chance of rescue, grounded their arms 
(7th March), Napoleon separated the Egyptians 

L2 • 
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amonff them fifom the Turks and Amoiits; ai&d eti 
the 9thy two days after, these last were maitshed oot 
of Jalfo in the centre of a battalion under general 
Bon. When they had reached the sand-mUs, at 
some distance from the town, they were divided into 
small parties, and shot or bayoneted to a man. 
They, tike true fatalists, submitted in silence ; and 
their bodies were gathered together into a pyramid, 
where their bones are still visible whitening tbe 
sand. 

Such was the massacre at Jafl^ which will ever 
form one of the darkest stains on the name of Napo- 
leon. He admitted the UcX himself i-^^and justified 
it on the double plea, that he could not ajQTord sol- 
diers to guard so many prisoners, and that he could 
not grant fhem the blenefit of their parole, biecause 
they were the very men who had already been 
set free on such terms at Bl-Arish. To this last 
defence the answer is, unfortunately for him, very 
obvious. He could not possibly have recognised 
in every one of these victuns, an individual who had 
already given and broken his parole. If he did— 
still that would not avail him:-^the men sur- 
rendered with arms in their hands. No general has 
a right to see men abandon the means of defence, 
and then^ after the lanse of two days too !«— inflict en 
them the worst fate that could have beOEdlen them 
had they held out. The only remaining plea is that 
of expediency; and it is one upon which many a 
retail as well as wholesale murderer might justify 
his crime. 

It was about this time that, as if Heaven had de- 
termined to visit such atrocity on the heads of the 
French, the plague broke out in their camp. The 
very name of this horrible scourge shook the nerves 
of the Europeans ; its symptoms filled them with 
indescribable horror. Tne sick despaired utterl^r; 
the healthy trembled to minister to them in their 
misery. Napoleon went through the hospitals, and 
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at once breathed hope into the sufferers, and rebuked 
the cowardice of their attendants, by squeezing and 
Telievinf with his own hand the foul ulcers which 
no one had dared to touch. Pity that this act of 
true heroism must ever be recorded on the^ same 
page that tells the story of Jaffa 1 

Buonaparte had jiow ascertained that the pacha 
of Syria, Achmet-Djezzaf,* was at St. Jean D'Acre, 
(jBo renowned in tne history of the crusades,] and 
determined to defend that place to extremity, with 
the forces which had already been assembled for 
the invasion of £g3rpt. He in vain endeavoured to 
seduce this ferocious chief from his allegiance to 
the porte, by holding out the hope of a separate 
independent government, tinder tne protection of 
France. The first of Napoleon's messengers re- 
turned without an answer ; the second was put to 
death ; and the army moved on Acre in all the zeal 
of revienge, while the necessary apparatus of a 
siege was ordered to be sent round by sea from 
Alexandria. 

Sir Sydney Smith was then cruising in the Levant 
with two British ships of the line, the Tigre and the 
Theseus ; and, being informed of Napoleon's ap« 
proach by the pacha, hastened to support him in the 
defence of Acre. Napoleon's vessels, conveying 
guns and stores from Egypt, fell into his hands, and 
he appeared off the town two days before the French 
army came in view of it. He had on board his ship 
colonel Philippeaux, a French royalist of great 
talents (formerly Buonaparte's school-fellow at Bri« 
enne) ff and the pacha willingly permitted the Eng- 
lish commodore and this skilfid ally to regulate for 
him, as far as was possible, the plan of his defence. 

* DJezzar meaiM Hteker : he had well earned this title by the mer- 
dlessneaa of bis adminiMtralJoru 

t Sir Sydney Smith, having been taken prisoner and most unJusUfi- 
ably confined by the French government In the dungeon of ttie Temple, 
bad made his escape through the seal of certain of tlie royalist party, 
and chiefly of PhiWppeaux. 
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The loss of his own heavy artillery, and the pre- 
sence of two English ships, were inauspicious omens ; 
yet Buonaparte doubted not that the Turkish garri- 
son would shrink before his onset, and he instantly 
commenced the siege. He opened his trenches on 
the 18th of March. « On that little town,*' said he 
to one of his ^nerals, as they were standing toge- 
ther on an emmence, which still bears the name of 
Richard Coeur-de-lion, — ^ on yonder little town de- 
pends the fate of the East. Behold the key of Con- 
stantinople, or of India.*^ 

From the 18th to the 28th of March, the French 
laboured hard in their trenches, being exposed to 
the fire of eYtensire batteries, arranged by Philip- 
peaux so as to command their approach, and formed 
chiefly of Buonaparte's own artillery, captured on 
the voyage from Alexandria. The Turks also were 
constantly sailing out, and their pacha personally 
set the example of the most heroic resolution. 
Nevertheless, on the 28th, a breach was at last 
effected, and the French mounted with such fiery 
zeal that the garrison gave way, until Djezzar ap- 
peared on the battlements, and flinging his Own 
pistols at the heads of the flying men, urged and 
compelled them to renew the defence. In the end 
the French retreated with great loss, and the Turks, 
headed by the English seamen, pursuing them to 
their lines, a great mine, designed to blow up the 
chief tower of Acre, was explored, and means taken 
for countermining it. 

Meanwhile, a vast Mussulman army had been 
gathered among the mountains of Samaria, and was 
preparing to descend upon Acre, and attack the be- 
siegers in concert with the garrison of Djezzar. 
Junot, with his division, marched to encounter them, 
and would have been overwhelmed by their num- 
bers, had not Napoleon himself followed and res- 
cued him (April 8) at Nazareth, where the splendid 
cavalry of tne orientals, were, as usual, unable to 
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the solid squares apd well-directed musketry 
of the French. Kleber, with, another division, was 
in like manner endangered, and in like manner 
rescued by the general-in-chief at Mount Tabor 
(April 15). The Mussulmans dispersed on all 
bands ; and Napoleon, returning to his siege, pressed 
it on with desperate assaults* day after day, in which 
Ida best soldiers were thinned, before the united 
eflft>rt8 of Djezzar% gallantry, and the skill of his 
allies. At length, however, a party of French suc- 
ceeded in forcing their way into the great tower, 
and in establishing themselves in one part of it, in 
despite of all the resolution that could be opposed 
to mem. At the same critical moment, there ap- 
peared in the offing a Turkish fleet, which was 
Known to carry great reinforcements for the pacha. 
Every tldttf conspired to prompt Napoleon to finish 
bis enterprise at whatever cost,.and he was gallantly 
seconded. 

Sir Sydney Smith, however, was as resolute to 
hold out until the fleet should arrive, as Napoleon 
was eager to anticipate its coming. The English 
commander repaired with his gallant seamen to the 
tower, and aner a furious assault dislodged the 
occupants. Buonaparte did not renew the attack in 
that quarter, but succeeded in breaking the wall in 
another part of the town: and the h^^ic Lannes 
headed a French party wnO actually entered Acre 
at that opening. But Djezzar was willing they 
should enter. He suflered them to conie in unmo- 
lested; and then, before they could form, threw such 
a crowd of Turks upon th^m, that discipline was of 
no avail ; it was a mere multitude of duels, and the 
biave orientals with their scimitars and pistols, 
overpowered their enemies, and put tKera to death — 
almost to a man. Lannes himself was with difficulty 
carried back desperately wounded. 

The rage of Buonaparte at these repeated dis- 
comfitures may be imagined* The whole evil was 
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ascribed, and justly, to the pvesence of Sir Sydnejr 
Smith ; and he spoke of that chivalrous person ever 
after with the venom of a personal hatred. Sir 
Sjrdney, in requital of Bnonaparte's prodamation — 
inviting (as was his asnal fashion) the subjects of 
the paclui to avoid his joke and ally themselves 
with the invaders^-put rorth a counter address to 
the Druses and other Christian inhabitants of Syria, 
invoking their assistance, in the name of 'their rdi« 
gion, against the blasphemous general of a natioa 
which had renounced Christianity.- Napoleon upon 
this said that Sir Sydney was a madman ; and if his 
story be true, Sir Sydney challenged him to single 
combat ; to which he made answer, that he would 
not come forth to a duel unless the English could 
fetch Marlborough from his grave ; but that, in the 
mean time, any one of his grenadiers would willingly 
give the challenger such satisfaction as lie was en* 
titled to demand. Whatever inaccuracy there nmy 
be in some of these circumstances, there is no dnd>t 
of the fact that Buonaparte and the brave commo- 
dore strove together at Acre, under the highest 
influence of personal resentment, as well as martial 
skill and determination. 

fiUt May»] The siege had now lasted sixty days. 
Once more Napoleon commanded an assault, and 
his officers and soldiery once more obeyed him with 
devoted and fruitless gallantry. The loss his army 
had by this time undergone was very great. Caffa- 
relli, and many other officers of the highest import- 
ance, were no more : the ranks of his legions were 
thinned by the plague, as well as the weapons of the 
defenders of Acre. The hearts of all men were 
quickly sinking. The Turkish fleet was at hand to 
reinforce Djezzar; and upon the utter failure of the 
attack of the 21st May, Napoleon yielded to stem 
necessity, and began his retreat upon Jaffa. 

The name of Jaffa was already sufficiently stained ; 
but fame long represented Napoleon as having now 
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made it the scene .of another atrocity not less 
allocking than that of the massacre of the Turkish 
prisoners. 

The accusation, which, for many years made so 
much noise throughout Europe, amounts to this : 
ihat on the 27th of May, when it was necessary for 
l^iapoleon to pursue his march from Jaffa for Egypt, 
a certain number of the plague«>patients in the hos- 
pital were found to be in a state that held out iio 
hope whatever of their recovery; that the general, 
being unwilling to leave then) to the tender mercies 
of the Turks, conceived the notion of administering 
quum, and so prociuring for them at least a speedy 
and an easy death ; and that a nun)[foer of men were 
accordinglY ^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ method by his com- 
mand. Tms stoiy, the circumstances of which were 
much varied in different accounts, especially as re- 
gards the numbers of the poisoned, was first disse- 
minated by Sir Robert Wilson, and was, in sub'f 
stance, generally believed in England. In each and 
all of its parts, on the contrary, it was wholly de- 
nied by the admirers of Buonaparte, who treated it 
as one of the many gross falsehoods, which cer- 
tainly were circulated touching the personal cha- 
racter and conduct of their idol, during the continu- 
ance of his power. 

Buonaparte himself, while at St. Helena, referred 
to the story frequently ; and never hesitated to ad- 
mit that it originated in the following occurrence. 
He sent, he said, the night before the march was to 
commence, for Desgenettes, the chief of the medical 
staff, and proposed to him, under such circumstances 
as have been described, the propriety of giving 
opium, in mortal doses, to seven men ; adding, that 
had his son been in their situation he would have 
thought it his duty, as a father, to treat him in the 
same method ; and that, most certainly,^ had he 
himself been in that situatioh, and capable of under- 
standing it, he would have considered the deadly 
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cup as the best boon that friendship could offer 
M. Desgenettes, however, did not consider himself 
as entitled to interfere in any such method with Uie 
lives of his fellow-men: tne patients were aban- 
doned ; and, at least, one of the number fell alive 
into the hands of Sir Sydney Smith, and recovered. 

Such is Napoleon's narrative ; and it is, probablyv 
near the truth. We have sufficient evidence in the 
general history and character, as well as positive 
statements, of the medical officers at Jaffa, that no 
opium WIS administered. That the audacious pro- 
posal to that effect was made by Napoleon, we have 
his own admission ; and eveiy reader must foim his 
own opinion, as to the degree of guilt which a(« 
taches to the fact of having meditat^ and designed 
the deed in question, under the circumstances above 
detailed. Tnat Buonaparte, accustomed to witness 
slaughter in every form, was in general but a calloui^ 
calcfdator when the loss of human life was to be 
considered, no one can doubt. That his motives, 
when he made his proposal to M. Desgenettes, were 
cruel, no human being, who considers either the 
temper or the situation of the man, will ever believe. 
He, doubtless, designed, by shortening those men's 
lives, to do them the best service in his power. 
The presumption of thus daring to sport with the 
laws of God and man, when expedience seemed to 
recommend such interference, was quite in the cha- 
racter of Napoleon:— cruelty was not: least of all, 
cruelty to his o^^n soldiery — ^the very beings on 
whose affection all his greatness depended. Popu- 
lar rumour, however, spread through Europe the 
story that 500 Frenchmen had been poisoned by 
their general at Jaffii ;— and yet,- Sir Sydney 3niiUi, 
the bitter enemy, who was at Jaffa sdmost imme- 
diately after the French army left it, gave no hint 
vi^hatever that even the groundwork of this exag^• 
gerated statement had ever reached his ear. 

The march onwards was a continued scene of 
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Douiery ; for the wounded and the sick were many, 
tlie heat oppressive, the thirst intolerable ; and the 
ferocious Djezzar was hard behind, and the wild 
Arabs of the desert hovered round them on every 
side, so that he who fell behind his companv was 
snre to be slain. How hard and callous the hearts 
of brave men can become when every thought is 
occupied with self,, the story of that march presents 
a fearful picture. When a comrade, after quitting 
his ranks, being stimulated by the despair of falling 
into the hands of the Turks or Arabs, yet once again 
reared himself from the burning sand, and made a 
last attempt to stagger after the column* his painful 
and ineffectual efforts furnished matter for military 
merriment. ** He is drunk,*' said one ; ** his march 
will not be a long one,'' answered another; and 
when he once more sank helpless and hopeless, a 
third remarked, ** our friend has at length taken up 
his quarters." It is not to be omitted, that Napoleon 
did, on this occasion, all that became his situation. 
He yielded his last horse to the service of the moving 
hospital; and walked on foot, by the side of the 
sick, cheering them by his eye and his voice, and 
exhibiting to all the soldier]^ the example at once 
of endurance and of compassion. 
June 14.] Having at length accomplished this 

Eerilous journey, Buonaparte repaired to his old 
eadnquarters at Cairo, and re-entered on his great 
functions as the establisher of a new government 
in the state of Egypt. But he had not long occupied 
himself thus, ere new rumours concerning the beys 
on the Upper Nile, who seemed to have some strong 
and urgent motive for endeavouring to force a pas- 
sage downwards, began to be minted with, and by 
degrees explained by, tidings daily repeated of some 
grand disembarkation of the Ottomans, designed to 
have place in the neighbourhood of Alexandria. 
Leaving Dessaix, therefore, once more in command 
at Cairo, he himself descended the Nile* and tra< 
Vol. I.— M 
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veiled with all speed to Alexandria, where he foond 
his presence most necessary. For, in effect, the 
great Turkish fleet had already run into the bay of 
Aboukir ; and an army of 18,000, having gained the 
fortress, were there strengthening themsmves, witii 
the view of awaiting the promised descent and junc- 
tion of the Mamelukes, and then, with overwhelming- 
euperiority of numbers, advancing to Alexandria 
and cQmpleting the ruin of the French invaders. 

Buonaparte reached Alexandria on the evening of 
the 34th of July, and found his army already posted 
in the neighbourhood of Aboukir, and prepared to 
anticipate the attack of the Turks on the morrow. 
Surveying their intrenched camp from the heights 
above with Murat, he said, ** Go how it will, the battle 
of to-morrow will decide the fate of the world i" 
** Of this army, at least," answered Murat ; " but the 
Turks have no cavalry, and if ever infantry were 
charged to the teeth by horse, they shall be so by 
mine." Murat did not penetrate the hidden meaning 
of Napoleon's words, but he made good his own. 

July 35.} The Turkish outposts were assaulted 
early in the morning, and driven in with great 
slaughter; but the FVench, when they advanced, 
came within the range of the batteries and also of 
the shipping that lay close by the shore, and were 
checked. Their retreat might have ended in a rout, 
but for the undisciplined eagerness with which the 
Turks engaged in the task of spoiling and maiming 
those that fell before them ; thus giving to Murat the 
opportunity of charging their main body in flank 
with his cavalry, at the moment when the French 
infantry, profiting by their disordered and scattered 
condition, and rallying under the eye of Napoleon, 
forced a passage to the intrenchments. From that 
moment the battle was a massacre. The Turks, 
attacked on all sides, were panic-struck ; and the 
sea was covered with the turbans of men who flung 
themselves headlong into the waves, rather than 
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.await the fury of Le Beau Sahreur,* or the steady 
rolliiig fire of the Sultan Kebir* Six thousand sur- 
lendered at discretion : twelve thousand perished on 
the field or in the sea. Mustapha Pacha, the gene- 
ral, being brought into the presence of his victor, 
was saluted with these words : — ** It has been your 
fate to lose this day ; but I will take care to inform 
the sultan of the courage with which vou have con- 
tested it.'' ** Spare thyself that trouble," answered 
the proud pacha, ^ my master knows me better than 
thou." • 

Napoleon once more returned to Cairo on the 9th 
of August ; but it was only to make some parting 
arrangements as to the administration, civil a^ 
military ; for, from the moment of his victory at 
Aboukur, he had resolved to intrust Egypt to other 
hands, and admiral Gantheaume was already pre- 
paring in secret the means of his removal to France. 
Buonaparte always asserted, and the Buonapartist 
writers of his history still maintain, that this resolu- 
tion was adopted in consequence of a mere acci- 
dent; namely, that Sir Sydney Smith, in the course 
of some negotiations about prisoners which followed 
after the battle of Aboukir, sent a file of English 
newspapers for the amusement of the general. Some 
say tne English commodore did so out of mere 
civility; others, that he designed to distract the 
movements of Napoleon, by showing him the dan- 
gerous condition to which, during his absence, the 
affairs of France, both at home and abroad, had been 
reduced. It seems, however, to be generally be- 
lieved (as without doubt it is the more probable 
case), tnat Buonaparte had lon|f ere now received 
intelligence of the great events m which he was so 
deeply concerned. He had, assuredly, many friends 
in Paris, who were watching keenly over his 
interests, and who must have been singularly ill 
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served if they never were able to communicate 
with him during so many months. 

However this might have been, the general suc- 
ceeded in preventing any suspicion of his projected 
evasion from arising among the soldiers ; and when 
he finally turned ms back on Cairo, it was uni- 
versally believed that it was but to make a tour in 

the Delta. 

Napoleon reached the coast on the 22d August, 
and was there met by Berthier, Andreossy, Murat, 
Lannes, M armont, and the iavans Monge and Ber- 
thoUet ; none of whom had suspected for what pur- 
pose^ they were summoned. Admiral Gantheaume 
nad by this time two frigates and two smaller ves- 
sels (which had been saved in the harbour of Alex- 
andria) leady for sea; and on the morning of the 
d3d, the wind having fortunately driven the English 
squadron of blockade off the coast, Buonaparte and 
his foUowers embarked at Rosetta. 

The same day the event was announced to the 
army, by a proclamation which the general left be- 
hind him, naming Kleber as his successor in the 
command. The indignation of the soldiery, who 
thought themselves deserted by their chief, was for 
a time violent ; but, by degrees, the great qualities 
displayed by Kleber softened this feeling, and Buo- 
naparte had left agents well qualified to explain 
what had happened, in the manner most favourable 
for himself. 

Kleber received at the same time a parting letter 
of instructions'^ne of the most singular pieces that 
ever proceeded from Napoleon's pen. •*! send 
you,*' said he, ** English gazettes to the 10th of June. 
YOU will there see that we have Mt Italy; ths^t 
Mantua, Turin, and Tortona are blockaded. I hope, 
if Fortune smiles on me, to reach Europe before the 
beginning of October. ... It is the intention of go- 
vernment that general Dessaix should follow me, 
wnJess gxe^ events interpose themselves, in the 
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course of November. . • . There is no doubt that, on 
the arrival of our squadron at Toulon, means will 
be found for sending you the recruits and munitions 
necessary for the army of Eg3rpt. The government 
will then correspond with you directly; while I, 
both in my public and in my private capacity, will 
take measures to secure for yott frequent intelli- 
gence.** 

Buonaparte proceeds, after thus boldly assuming 
to himself the right of speaking for the government 
— and in terms, it will be observed, calculated to 
leave no doubt that his own departure was the re- 
sult of orders from Paris — ^to impress upon Kleber 
the necessity of always considering the possession 
of Egypt as a point of the highest importance to 
France ; and, nevertheless, of negotiating, as long 
as possible, with the porte, on the basis that the 
French republic neither had now, nor ever had had, 
the smallest wish to retain possession of that coim- 
try. He finally authorized Kleber, if not released 
or recruited by May following, to make a peace 
with the porte, even if the first of its conditions 
should be the total evacuation of Egypt. * * ' 

Then follow directions for the internal adminis- 
tration of Eg3rpt, in which, among other sufficiently 
characteristic hints, Kleber is desired to cultivate 
the good-will of the Oiristiansj but, nevertheless, to 
avoid carefully ffivin^ the Mussulmans any reason to 
confoimd the Uiristtans with the French, *^ Above 
all,** says Napoleon, ^'gain the sheiks, who are 
timid, who cannot fight, and who, like all priests, 
inspire fanaticism without being fanatics.** 

The conclusion is in these words. ** The army 
which I confide to you is composedof my children: 
in all times, even in the midst of the greatest sufler- 
ings« I have received the marks of their attachment : 
keep alive in them these sentiments. You owe this 
to tne particular esteem and true attachment which 
J bear towards yourself." 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

R^nupect-'BMamafvU mriana «■ Frmc»-^T%t RnUutitm of tie 
18a BtmmMirt The PnviiWMi ConnUaU. 



Wb must now pause for a moment, to indicate, 
however briefly ana imperfectly, the course of events 
which had determined Napoleon to abandon the 
army of Egypt. 

While the negotiations at Rastadt were still in 
progress, the directory, on the most flimsy of pre- 
tences, marched an army into Switzerland ; and, by 
vast superiority of numbers, overwhelmed the de- 
fence of the unprepared mountaineers. The con* 
quered cantons were formed into another republie 
of the new kind— to wit, ** the Helvetian ;" nominally 
a sister and ally, but really a slave, of the French. 
Another force, acting under orders equally unjusti- 
fiable, seized Turin, and dethroned the king of Sar- 
dinia. Lastly, the pope, in spite of all his humili- 
ating concessions at ToUentino, saw a republican 
insurrection, roused by French instigation, within 
his capital. Tumults and bloodshed ensued; and 
Joseph Buonaparte, the French ambassador at Rome, 
narrowly escaped with his life. A French army 
forthwith advanced on Rome ; the pope's functions 
as a temporal prince were terminated ; he retired to 
the exile of Siena ; and another of those feeble phan- 
toms, which the French directory delighted to invest 
with glorious names, appeared under the title of 
** the Roman republic." 

These outrages roused anew the indignation, the 
first, of all true lovers of freedom, the second, of the 
monarchs whose representatives were assembled at 
Rastadt, and the third of the Catholic population 
throujjrhout Europe. England was not slow to take 
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adranlage of the unprincipled rashness of the diree- 
toiy, aBd of the sentiments which it was fitted to 
inspire ; and the result was a new coalition against 
France, in which the great power of Russia now, 
for the first time, took a part. The French pleni- 
potentiaries were suddenly ordered to quit Rastadt ; 
and, within a few hours afterward, they were mur^ 
dered on their journey by banditti clad in the Aus- 
trian uniform, most assuredly not acting under or- 
ders from the Austrian or any other government. 

The king of Naples had, unfortunately for him- 
self, a greater taste for arms than the nation he 
governed; and, justly concluding tiiat the con- 
querors of Rome would niake himself their next 
object, he rashly proclaimed war^ ere the general 
measures of the coalition were arranged. The 
arrival of Nelson in his harbour, bringing the news 
6f the destruction of the French fleet at Aboukir, 
and the consequent isolation of Napoleon, gave him 
courage to strike a blow which the officers of his 
army were little likely to second. The result of his 
hasty advance to the northward was not a battle^ 
hut a flight ; and though the Lazzaroni of Naples, 
rising in fury, held the capital for some days against 
the ftench, their defences were at length overcome : 
the king passed over to his Sicilian dominions ; and 
another tributary of France was announced by the 
name of the Parthenopean republic. 

Far diflerent success attended the better-con- 
sidered movements by which the great powers of 
the new coalition reopened the war. TTie details 
of those bloody campaigns by which Holland and 
Belgfium were for a moment rescued from the grasp 
of France ; the French army, under Jourdan, beaten 
beyond the Rhine by the archduke Charles ; and the 
north of Italy, the whole of Buonaparte's mighty 
conquests, recovered by the Austro^Russians under 
the command of Suwarrow ; as alsp of the ultimate 
reverses of the allies in the direction of Holland, 
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and of the concentration of their forces in two gresLt 
armies, one on the frontier of Switzerland, and an- 
other lower down on the Rhine, for the purpose of 
carrpng the war by two inlets into the heart of 
France; and, finally, of the masterly retreat o£ 
general Macdonald, by which he succeeded in lead^ 
uig the army which had occupied Naples quite 
through Italy into France — all these details belong- 
rather to the general history of the period, thaa 
to the biography of Buonaparte. Neither is it pos- 
sible that we should here enter upon any minute 
account of the internal affairs of France during the 
period of his Egyptian and Syrian campaigns. It 
must suffice to say, that the generally unfortunate 
course of the war had been accompanied by the 
growth of popular discontent at home ; that the tot* 
tering directory for a moment gathered strength to 
themselves by associating Sieyes to their number ; 
that the mean and selfish conduct of the rulers soon 
nullified the results of that partial change ; that the 
directory at length found it impossible to maintain 
the favourite system of balancing faction against 
faction, and so neutralizing their efibrts ; in a word, 
that the moderates (under which name the royalists 
are included) had obtained a decided command in 
the council of ancients, and the republicans, or de- 
mocratical party, an eaually overpowering majority 
in the assembly of the five hundred; while the 
directors, as a body, had no longer the slightest 
power to control either. Finally, the Chouans (as 
the royalists of Bretagne were called) had been sti- 
mulated 'by the disordered appearance of things at 
home and abroad, and 40,000 insurgents appeared in 
arms, withstanding, with varied success, the troops 
of the republic, and threatening, by their eicample, 
to rekindle a general civil war in France. Such 
was, or had recently been, the state of affairs when 
Buonaparte landed at Frejus, and sent before him to 
Paris, to the inexpressible dplisrht of a nation of late 
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2iccii8toined to hear of nothing but military disasters, 
the intelligence of that splendid victory which had 
Just destroyed the great Turkish armament at Abou- 
kir. He arrived at a moment when all men, of all 
parties, ^i^ere satisfied that a new revolution was at 
hand ; and when the leaders of all the contending 
factions i^ere eq[uall^ desirous of invoking arms to 
their support in the mevitable struggle. 

Napoleon's voya^ had been one of constant 
peril; for the Mediterranean was traversed in all 
directions by English ships of war, in whose pre- 
sence resistance would have been hopeless. He 
occupied his time, during this period of general 
anxiety, in very peaceffi studies: he read the 
Bible, the Koran, Homer ; conversed with his savans 
on the old times and mamiers of the East; and 
solved problems in geometry. On the 30th of Sep- 
tember they reached Ajaccio, and he was received 
with enthusiasm at the place of his birth. As soon 
^ the wind proved favourable, on the 7th of Octo- 
ber, the voyage was resumed. Gantheaume, des- 
crying an English squadron off the French coast 
would have persuaded him to take to the long-boat ; 
but he refused, saying, " that experiment may be 
reserved for the last extremity." His confidence 
in fortune was not belied. They passed at mid- 
night, unseen, through the English snips, and on the 
morning of the 9th were moored in safety in the bay 
of Prejus ; and no sooner was it known that Buona- 
parte was at hand, than, in spite of all the laws of 
<^arantine, persons of every description, including 
the chief functionaries, both civil and military, re- 
paired on board to welcome him. His presence 
^ne was considered as the pledge of victory. The 
story of Aboukir gave new fuel to the flame of uni- 
versal enthusiasm ; and he landed, not so much like 
^ general who had quitted his post without orders, 
as a victorious prince, who had returned to restore 
the lost hearts and fortunes of a people that con- 
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Uded only in him. His wife and his brother Joseph 
met him on his way; and his progress towards the 
capital, wherever his person was recognisedt bove 
all the appearance of a triumphal procession. . But 
he had already been two days in his own house, in 
the Rue de la Fktoirt (16th Oct.) — ^thoroug^hly in 
possession of the recent course of events, of the 
actual state of parties and of the public mind, and 
well prepared to expect in patience the crisis which, 
as he well knew, his presence in Paris must hasten 
— ere the fact of his arrival was announced to the 
trembling directorjr. 

They received him, when he at length presented 
himself at the Louxembourg; with every demonstra* 
tion of joy and respect. Not a question was asked 
as to his abandonment of his army ; for all dreaded 
the answer which they had the best reason for anti- 
cipating. He was invited to accept of a public din- 
ner, and agreed to do so. The assemblage was 
magnificent, and his reception enthusiastic ; but his 
demeanour was cold and reserved. After proposing: 
as a toast,. **the union of all parties'*— ominous 
words from those lips — ^he withdrew at an early 
hour of the evening. 

He continued for some little time to avoid public 
notice, resuming apparently the same studies and 
sequestered life which he had led when last in Paris. 
It was, however, remarked, that when recognised by 
the populace, he received their salutations with un- 
common affability ; and that if he met any old soldier 
of the army of Italy, he rarely failed to recollect 
the man, and take him by the hand. 

Meanwhile, a multitude of secret intrigues sur- 
rounded and occupied him. The moderates^ with 
the director Sieyes at their head, on the one side, 
the democratSj under Barras, on the other, were 
equally disposed to invoke his assistance. He 
received the proposals of both parties ; and at length 
decided on closing with those of the former, as con. 
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iting of a class of men lees likely than the others 
%o interfere with his measures — when the new go- 
vemment, which he had determined should be hiSi 
liad been arranged* His brother Lueien, shortly 
before elected president of the council of five hun* 
dred, the wily Talleyrand (ex-bishop of Autun), and 
the acute* and spirited Abb6 Sieyes, wei'e his chief 
confidants ; nor could any age or country have fur-^ 
nisfaed instruments more admirably qualified for his 
purpose. Meanwhile, his house was frequented by 
the principal officers who had accompanied him 
from Egypt, and by others who had served in his 
Italian campaigns ; and though no one pretended to 
say what was about to happen, the impression be- 
eame universal throughout Paris that some great 
and decisive event was at hand, and that it was to 
be brought about by means of Buonaparte. 

Sieyes governed absolutely one of hiis colleagues 
in the directory, Ducos ; and the party of which he 
was the chief predominated strongly, as has been 
mentioned, in the council of ancients. It was 
through the instrumentality of that council, accord- 
ingly, that the conspirators resolved to strike their 
first blow. And how well their measures had been 
preconcerted, will sufficiently appear from the most 
naked statement of the events of the 18th and 19th 
Brumaire (Nov. 10th and 11th, 1799), in the order 
of their occurrence. 

As soon as Buonaparte's arrival was known, three 
re^ments of dragoons, forming part of the garrison 
of Paris, petitioned for the honour of being reviewed 
by him. He had promised to do this, but delayed 
naming the day. . in like manner, the forty adjutants 
of the nationsd guard of Paris (which, as we have 
seen, was remodelled by himself while general of 
the interior) had requested leave to wait upon him, 
and congratulate him on his arrival : these also had 
been told that he would soon appoint the time for 
receiving them. Lastly, the officers of the garrison^ 
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and many besides, had sent to beg admittance to 
Napoleon's pnesence, that they might tender him the 
expression of their admiration and attachmeni ; and 
to them also an answer of the same kind had been 
given. 

On the evening of the i7th Bramaire, all the 
officers above mentioned received, separately, the 
general's invitation to come to his hoase in the Rue 
de la Vidoirt^ at six o'clock the next morning; and 
the three regiments of dragoons were desired to be 
mounted for their review, at the same early hour, in 
the Ghan^i ElytUi, How many of these persons 
knew the real purpose of the assemblage it is im- 
possible to tell; but Moreau, Macdonald, and other 
generals of the first reputaticm, avowedly attached 
to the moder^if were in the number of those who 
attended, and had, it is not to be doubted, received 
sufficient intimation that the crisis was at hand, 
though certainly not ofthe manner in which Buona« 
parte desisned it to terminate. However, at the 
appointed nour the dragoons were at their post in 
the Champs Elys^es ; and the concourse of officers 
at Napoleon's residence was so great, that, the house 
being small, he received them in the court»yard 
before it, which they entirely filled* 

Among those who came thither was Bemadotte : 
but he certainly came without any precise notion of 
the purposes of his friend Joseph Buonaparte, who 
invited him. He was, probably, next to Napoleon, 
the general who possessed the greatest influence at 
the period in Paris; and, in fact, the fate ofthe 

S»vemment depended on whether the one party in 
e directory should be the first to .summon bim to 
interfere, or the other party to throw themselves on 
Buonaparte. He came ; but, unlUie the rest, he 
came no< in uniform, nor on horseback. Being in- 
troduced into Napoleon's private chamber, he was 
informed, with little preface, that a change in the 
government was necessary, and about to be effected 
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thai yery day. Beraadoite had idready been tam- 
pered wilh by Sieyes and Duces, aad he rejected 
N^ioleoii's mttmes as he had theirs. It was weU 
kBowB to Buonaparte, that, had this great officer's 
advice been taken, he would, immediately on his 
arrival from Egypt, have been arrested as a deserter 
of his poftt ; he m vain endeavoured now to procure 
his co-operation ; and at last suffered him to depart, 
hsviBff with difficulty extorted a promise, that he 
would not, at least, do any thing against him as a 
titizen. It will soon be seen that he could have 
little reason to ^^rehend Bemadotte's interference 
in his naolitary capacity. 

In effect, me counc^ of the ancients assembled 
^ same morning, in the Tuilleries, at the early 
hour of seven ; the president, who was one of the 
chief ecmspirators, forthwith declared that the sal- 
vatioDi of the state demanded vigorous measures, 
and proposed two decrees for their acceptance : one, 
by which the meetings of the legislative bodies 
NioiAd be Instantly transferred to the chateau of 
St. Cloud, some mules from Paris ; and another, in* 
Vesting' Napoleon with the supreme command of aU 
the troops in and about the capital, including the 
national guard. These motions were instantly car* 
Tied; and, in the course of a few minutes, Buona* 
parte received, in the midst of his martial company, 
the announcement of his new authority. He in* 
atantly mounted and rode to the Tuilleries, where, 
being introduced into the council, together with all 
his staff, he pronounced those memorable words-^ 
^You are the wisdom of the nation: I come, sur- 
rounded by the generals of the republic, to promise 
you iheit support. Let us not lose time in looking 
for precedents. Nothing in history resembled the 
dose of the eighteenth century— nothing in the 
eighteenth century resembled this moment. Your 
Mrisdom has devised the necessary measure ; our 
anus shall put it in execution." The command 
Vol. L--N 
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intniflted to Napoleon was forthwith annoanced to 
the soldiery; and they received the intelligence 
with enthusiasm^-the mass, of course, little com- 
prehending to what, at such a moment, such autho* 
rityamounted. 

The three directors, meanwhile, who were not in 
the secret, and who had been much amused with 
seeing their colleague Sieyes set off on horseback 
an hour or two earlier from the LouxembouiT^, had 
begun to understand what that timely exhibition of 
the Abba's awkward horsemanship portended. One 
of them, Moulins, proposed to send a battalion to 
surround Buonaparte's house, and arrest him. Their 
own guard laughed at them. Buonaparte was already 
in the Tuilleries, with many troops around him ; and 
the directorial guard, being summoned by one of 
his aids-de-camp, instantly marched thither also, 
leaviiig the Louxembourg at his mercy. Barras sent 
his secretary to expostulate. Napoleon received 
him with haughtiness. "What have you done," 
cried he, ** for that fair France which I left you so 
prosperous! For peace I find war; for the wealth 
of Italy, taxation and misery. Where are the 100,000 
brave French whom I knew — ^where are the com- 
panions of my glory 1 — They are dead.^' Barras, 
whose infamous personal conduct in the articles of 
bribery and exaction made him tremble at the thought 
of impeachment, resigned his office : so did his col- 
leagues Gouhier and Moulins. . Sieyes and Ducos 
had done so already. Bemadotte, indeed, repaired 
to the LfOuxembourg ere Moulins and Barras had re- 
signed, and offered his sword and influence, pro- 
vided they would nominate him to the command of 
the forces jointly with Napoleon. They hesitated: 
— ^his word of honour given to Buonaparte, that he 
would do nothing as a citizen^ rendered it indispensa* 
ble that they should take that decisive step; by 
doing so they would at least have given the soldieiy 
a fan* choice — they hesitated— and their power was 
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at an end. The Louxembourg was immediately 
guarded by troops in whom Napoleon coudd place 
implicit confidence. The directory was no more. 

Barras, in his letter, said that *' he had never un- 
dertaken his office, except for the purpose of serving 
the cause of liberty, ana that now, seeing the des- 
times oC the republic in the hands of her young and 
invincible g^eiieral, he gladly resigned it. Bv this 
courtly acquiescence he purchased mdemnity K>r the 
past, and the liberty of retiring to his country-seat, 
there to enjoy the vast fortune he had so scanda^ 
lously accumulated. The other two remained under 
surveillance until their insignificance was made 
sufficiently manifest, and being then set free, sunk 
inio total obscurity. — But this is ^ticipatihg. 

At ten o^clock on the same morning, the adverse 
council of five hundred assembled also, and heard, 
^\t\k aatonishmeht and indignation, of the decree by 
which their sittings were transferred from Paris (the 
scene of their popular influence) to St. Cloud. 
They had, however, no means of disputing that 
point: they parted with cries of '* Five la Repub' 
Uque^ — M pivelaCkmstitutionr and incited the mob, 
their allies, to muster next morning on the new 
scene of action — where, it was evident, this mili- 
tary revolution must either be turned back, or 
pushed to consummation. During the rest of the 
day Napoleon remained at the Tuilleries : the troops 
^ete in arms ; the population expected with breath- 
less anxiety the coming of the decisive day. A 
strong body of soldiery marched to St. Cloud under 
^ft orders of Murat. 

The members of both assemblies repaired thither 
early in the morning of the 19th ; and those of the 
opposite party beheld with dismay the military in- 
vestment of the chateau. Scattered in groups about 
Mje courts and gardens, surrounded with the mob 
from the city, and watched by IVTurat and his stern 
veterans, they awaited with impatieuce the.opening 
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of the doors ; wfaich« in consequence of some 

eary preparatioosy did not occur until two o'clock in 

the afternoon. 

The council of ancients were ushered into the 
Gallery of Mars, and, the minority having br this 
time recovered from their 8nrprise» a stormy debate 
forthwith commenced, touchuig the events of the 
preceding day. Buonaparte entered the room, and, 
hy permission of the subservient president, ad- 
dressed the assembly. ** Citizens,** said he, *^yoa 
stand over a volcano. Let a soldier tell the truth 
frankly. I was quiet in my home when this ecmty- 
cil summoned me to action. I obeyed : I collected 
my brave comrades, and placed the arms of my 
country at the service of you who are its head. Wo 
are repaid with calumnies — they talk of Cromwell 
— of Caesar. Had I aspired at power the oppor- 
tunity was mine ere now. I swear that Fruice 
holds no more devoted patriot Dangers surround 
us. Let us not hazard the advantages for which we 
have paid so deaiiy — Liberty and Equality r*— A 
democratic member, Linglet, added sJoud, "And 
the Constitution"— «* The Constitution f* continued 
Napoleon—** it has been thrice violated already-HiIl 
parties have invoked it— each in turn has trampled 
on it : since that can be preserved no longer, let as» 
at least, save its foundations — Liberty and Equality* 
It is on you only that I rely. The council of live 
hundred would restore the convention, the popular 
tumults, the scaffolds, the reign of terror. I will 
save you from such horrors— -I and my brave com- 
rades, whose swords and ci^ I see at the door of 
this hall; and if any hireling prater talks of out- 
lawry, to those swords shall I appeal.** The great 
majority were with him, and he left them amid 
loud ones of ** Five Bwmaparie!** 

A far different scene was passing in the hostile 
assembly of the five . hundred. When its members 
at lengtii found their way into the Orangery, the 
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apartment allotted for them, a tumultuous clamour 
arose on every side. Live the Constitution! — 7%e 
Omstitution or death i — Down with the Dictator I^^ 
such were the ominous cries. Lucien Buonaparte* 
the president, in vain attempted to restore order: 
the modercUe orators of the council with equal ill 
success endeavoured to gain a hearing. A democrat 
member at length obtained a moment's silence, and 
proposed that the council should renew, man by 
man; the oath of fidelity to the constitution of th!e 
year three. This was assented to, and a vain cere- 
mony, for it was no more, occupied time which 
might have been turned to far different account. 
Overpowered, however, by the clamour, the best 
fiiends of Napoleon, even his brother Lucien, took 
the oath. The resignatory letter of Barras was 
then handed in, and received with a shout of scorn. 
The moment was come ; Napoleon himself, accom- 
panied by four grenadiers, walked into the chamber 
— the doors remained open, and plumes and swords 
were visible in dense array behind him. His grena- 
diers halted near the door, and he advanced alone 
towards the centre of the gallery. Then arose a 
fierce outcry — Drawn rwords in the tanctuarv of ^ 
laws! — Outlawry! — Outlawry i-^ Let him he pro^ 
claimed a traitor ! — Was it/br this you gained so many 
victories ? Many members rushed upon the intruder, 
and, if we may place confidence in his own tale, a 
Corsican deputy, by name Arena, aimed a dagger at 
his throat. At all events, there was such an ap- 
pearance of personal danger as fired the grenadiers 
behind him. They rushed forwards, and extricated 
him almost breathless; and one of their number 
(Tliom^) was at least rewarded on the score of his 
having received a wound meant for the general. 

It seems to be admitted, tlutt at this moment the 
iron nerves of Buonaparte were, for once, shaken. 
With the dangers of the field he was familiar— he 
had not been prepared for the manifestations of this 

N9 
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eiril rage. He came out, stagfering and atamineF* 
taif , among the soldteryy and said, ^ I offered them 
Tictory and fame, and they hare answered me with 
dafgera.** 

Sieyea, an experienced observer of such seenesy 
was still on horseback in the court, and quickly re- 
assured him. General Auffereau came up but a 
moment afterward, and said—** You have Drought 
yourself into a pret^ situation.** •*Augereau»** 
answered Napoleon (once more himself again), 
** things were worse at Areola. Be quiet: all tms 
will soon right itself." He then harangued the 
soldiery—** I have led you to victory, to fame, to 
glory. Can I count upon you V* *• Yes, yes, we 
•wear it,** was the answer that burst from every 
line, — ^ Vive Bwmaparu!** 

In the councU, meantime, the commotion had 
increased on the retreat of Napoleon. A general 
cry arose for a sentence of outlawry against him ; 
and Lucien, the president, in vain appealed to the 
feelings of nature, demanding that, instead of bein|f 
obliged to put that question to the vote, he might be 
heanl as the advocate of his brother. He was 
clamorously refused, and in indignation flung off 
the insignia of his office. Some grenadiers once 
more entered, and carried him also out of the place. 

The president found the soldiery without in a 
high state of excitement. He immediately got upon 
horseback, that he might be seen and neard the 
better, and exclaimed : ** General Buonaparte, and 
you, soldiers of France, the president of the council 
of five hundred announces to you that factious 
men with daggers interrupt the deliberations of the 
senate. He authorizes you to employ force. The 
assembly of five hundred is dissolved." 

Napoleon desired Le Clerc to execute the orders 
of the president ; and he, with a detachment of grena^ 
diers, forthwith marched into the hall. Amid the 
reiterated screams of ** Vive la Bi^[>vbHqw^ which 
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sainted their entrance, an aid-de-eamp mounted the 
tribune, and bade the assembly disperse.—*' Such,*' 
said he, *'are the orders of the general.*' — Some 
obeyed ; others renewed their shouting.— The drums 
drowned their voices.—** Forward, grenadiers,** said 
lie Clerc ; and the men, levelling their pieces as if 
for the charge, advanced. When the bristlmg line 
of bayonets at length di^w near, the deputies lost 
beart, and the greater part of tliem, tearing off their 
scarfs, made meir escape, with very undignified 
rapidity, by way of the windows. Tro apartment 
^was cleared. It was thus that Buonaparte, like 
Cromwell before him. 



** Tteii'd oat the MMBben, and made fM. Ow door. 



»»* 



Some of his military associates prmKwed to hinit 
that the unfriendly legislators should be shot, man 
by man, as they retreated through the gardens ; but 
to this he would hot for a moment listen. 

Lucien Buonaparte now collected the moderate 
members of the council of five hundred ; and that 
amall minority, assuming the character of the as- 
semUy, communicated with the ancients on such 
terms of mutual understanding, that there was no 
longer any difficulty about giving the desired colour- 
ing to the events of the day. It was announced, by 
proclamation, that a scene of violence and uproar, 
and the daggers and pistols of a band of conspira- 
tors, in the council oi five hundred, had suggested 
the measures ultimately resorted to. These were 
—the adjournment of the two councils until the 
middle of February next ensuing ; and the deposi- 
tion, meantime, of the whole authority of the state 
in a provisional cormdate — ^the consuls being Na- 
poleon Buons^arte, Sieyes, and Ducos. 

Thus terminated the 19th of Brumaire. One of 
ihe greatest revolutions on record in the history of 

^ Grabber 
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the world was accomplished, by means of swords 
and bayonets unquestionably, but still without any 
effusion of blood. From that hour the fate of France 
was determined. The Abb6 Sieyes, Tallejnrand, and 
other eminent civilians who had a hand in this gfeai 
day's proceedings, had never doubted that, under 
the new state of things to which it should lead, they 
were to have the chief mana^ment of the civu 
concerns of France. The ambition of Buonaparte, 
they Questioned not, would be satisfied with the 
control of the armies and military establishments 
of the republic. But they reckoned without their 
host. Next day the three consuls met in Paris; 
and a lengthened discussion arose touching the in* 
temal condition and foreign relations of France, 
and the measures, not only of war, but of finance 
and diplomacy, to be resorted to. To the astonish- 
ment of Sieyes, Napoleon entered readily and 
largely upon such topics, showed perfect familiarity 
with them in their minutest details, and suggested 
resolutions which it was impossible not to approve. 
** Gentlemen,'' said the Abb^, on reaching ms own 
house, where Talleyrand and the others expected 
him — and it is easy to imagine the sensatidns with 
which Sieyes spoke the words, and Tallejrrand 
heard them — " Gentlemen, I perceive that you have 
got a master. Buonaparte can do, and will do, 
every thing himself. But," he added, after a pause, 
'* it is better to submit, than to protract dissension 
for ever." 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

T^Jke Provituaud Can8uXai0—Rtfcmu in Franee-^Paeification of the 
dumtau^OnutUution ^ iht Tear FIIL-^Buonaparte CkUf Qme^ 

Thb inper popdation of Paris had watched the 

stomiy days or the 18th and 19th Bnunaire with the 

most aaxioas fears, lest the end should be anarchy 

land the re-establishment of Uie reign of terror. 

Such, in all likelihood, must have been the resiQt, 

bad Buonaparte failed, after once attempting to 

strike his blow. His success held out the prospect 

of victory abroad, and of a firm and staUe govern* 

ment at home, under which life and property might 

«3dst in safety; and, wearied utteriy with so many 

KTolutions and constitutions, each in turn pretend* 

ing every thing, and ending in nothing but confusion, 

Hie immense majority of the nation were well pie* 

pared to consider any government bb a blessm^, 

which seemed to rest on a solid basis, and to bid 

fair for endurance. The revolutionary fever had in 

most bosoms spent its strength ere now ; and Boo* 

naparte found heneefoith little opposition to any of 

his measures, unless in cases where, the substantial 

Sersonal comforts of men, — ^not abstract theories or 
ogmas,--nor even political rights of unquestionable 
value and importance,— >were invaded by lus ad- 
ministration. 

The two chambers, on breaking up, appointed 
small committees to take counsel during the recess 
with the new heads of the executive ; and, in con* 
eert with these, Buonaparte and Sieyes entered 
vigorously on the great task of restoring confidence 
and peace at home. The confusion of the finances 
was the most pressing of many intolerable evUs ; 
and the first day was devoted to them. In lieu of 
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forced loans, by which the directory had systemali- 
caJly scourged the people, all the regular taxes ^v^ere 
at once raised 25 per cent. ; and the receipt and ex- 
penditure of the revenue arranged on a business- 
fike footing. The repeal of the ** Law of Hosta^s** 
—a tyrannical act, by which the rdations of emi- 
grants were made responsible for the behaviour of 
their exiled kinsmen,— followed immediately, and 
was received with universal approbation. A third 
and a bolder measure was the discarding of the 
heathen ritual, and re-opening of the churches for 
Christian worship ; and of this the credit was wholly 
Napoleon's, who had to oppose the phUosophic pre- 
judices of almost all his colleagues. He, in his 
conversations with them, made no attempt to refMie- 
sent himself as a believer in Christianity ; but stood 
on the necessity of providing the people with the 
regular means of worship, wherever it is meant to 
have a state of tranquillity. The priests who chose 
to take the oath of fidelity to government were re- 
admitted to their functions ; and this wise measure 
was followed by the adherence of not less than 
20,000 of these ministers of religion, who had 
hitherto languished in the prisons of France. Cam- 
baceres, an excellent lawyer and judge, was of 
great service to Napoleon in these salutaiy reforms. 
Many other judicious measures might be men- 
tioned in this place. Some emigrants, cast on the 
shores by shipwreck, had been imprisoned and des- 
tined for trial by the directory. They were at once 
set free : and, in like manner, La Fayette and other 
distinguished revolutionists, who had been exiled 
for not adhering to all the wild notions of the pre- 
ceding administrations, were at once recalled. Car- 
not was one of these: Buonaparte forthwith placed 
him at the head of the war department; and the 
reform of the army was prosecuted with the vigour 
which might have been expected from the joint 
skill and talent of the provisional head of the 
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eovemment and thig practised minister. The eon- 
rasion which had of late prevailed in that depart- 
ment was extreme. The government did not even 
know the existence of regiments raised in the pro- 
vinces : arms, clothing, discipline in every article, 
had been neglected. The organization of the army 
was very speedily mended. 

The insmrgent Chouans next claimed attention; 
and here the personal character of Napoleon gave 
him advantages of the first importance. The leaders 
of those brave bands were disposed to consider such 
a soldier as a very different sort of ruler from the 
pentarchy of the Louxembourg; and their admira-* 
tioiiforhis person prepared them to listen to his 
terms. The first measures of the new government 
were obviously calculated to sooth their prejudices, 
Bjod the general display of vigour in every branch 
of the administration to overawe them. Chatillon, 
D'Antiehamp, Suzannet, and other royalist chiefs, 
submitted in form; and ever afterward remained 
fidthful to Napoleon. Bemier, a leading clerg3mian 
in La yend6e, followed the same course, and was 
an acquisition of even more value. Others held 
out ; but were soon routed in detail, tried, and exe- 
cuted. The appearances of returning tranquillity 
were general and most welcome. 

Some of the party vanquished on the 18th Bru- 
maire, however, still lingered in Paris, and were 
busy in plotting new convulsions. It was therefore 
the advice of all the ministers to condemn them to 
exile ; and lists of proscription were drawn up and 
published. But Buonaparte only meant to overawe 
these persons : no one was apprehended : they kept 
quiet for a season ; and the edict of exile sunk by 
degrees into oblivion. 

Meanwhile, it was necessary that the government 
itself should assume some permanent form, ere the 
time arrived for the reassembling of the legislative 
bodies. Their two committees met in one chamber 
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vith the coiMulA, and the outtim of a new coiurtita* 
tion wafl laid before them hy Sieyes; who e^foyed 
the reputation of beinff the ^realeat of acientiic 
politicians. The Abb6^ however, had aoon peicmred 
that Napoleon was to be the real creates of whatever 
ahould be adopted; and in the progieas of the en* 
suing consultations, submitted, step by step, to the 
laconic dictator, who accepted <Hr disended propoei- 
tions, exactly as they haf^ned to coincide, or be 
at variance with his own notions of his own per- 
sonal interest He cared little in what manner the 
structure of the future representative assemUles 
might be arranged ; but there must be no weakenuig 
of the executive power, which he was determined to 
vest virtually in himaelf alone, and by means of 
which, he doubted not, it would be easy to neutralize 
all other influences. 

The metaphysical Ahb6 proposed a sdieme, by far 
too delicately complicated ior the tear and wear 
of human business and human passions. The ab- 
surdity, even of the parts which Napoleon consented 
to adopt, became ai^[>arent to all when the machine 
was set in motion. The two most prominent and 
peculiar devices^-namely, that of placing at the head 
of ^e state a sort of mock sovereign, destitute of 
any effective power, and capable at any time of 
bemg degraded by the vote of a single legudative 
body, under the title of qkasd slbotor ; and, ddly, 
that of committing the real executive power to two 
separate consuls, one for war and one for peace, 
nominally the inferiors of the elector, but in influ- 
ence necessarily quite above him, and almost ast 
necessarily the rivals and enemies of each other; 
these ingenious twins were strangled in the birth by 
Napoleon's shrewd practical sense. ** Who,'* said 
he, *' would accept an office, the only duties of which 
were to fatten like a pig, on so many millions a 
year? And your two consuls^the one surrounded 
with churchmen, lawyers, and civilians— the other 
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mth acrildiera and diiSlomatistor-oii what footingf 
would bp their intercourse? the one demanding 
money and recruitSy the other refusing the supplies 1 
K govenunentt made up of such heterogeneous and 
discordant materialst would be the shadow of a 
state/' He added two words^^which at once decided 
the main quii^stion; '' I, for one, would never be your 
grand elector.*^ 

The constitution actually announced by proclama^ 
tioa on the 14th of December, 1799, presents the fol- 
lowing principal features. I. The male citizens 
who are of age, and who pay taxes, in every com' 
muRc, shall choose a tenth of thfiir number to be the 
notables of the commune ; and out of these notables 
the officers of the commune shall be appointed. 
II. The notables of the comm'unes constituting a 
dmartmeni shall choose, in like manner, the tenth 
of their number to be the notables of the depart- 
ment ; and out of these the officers of the department 
sludl be appointed. III. The notables of all the 
departments shall, iu the same way, choose the tenth 
of their number to be notables of France ; and out 
of these the public functionaries of The State shall be 
chosen. IV. Three assemblies shall be composed 
of persons chosen from the notables of France, 
viz.— -1. The Cknuervative Senate^ consisting (at first) 
of twenty-four men, of forty years of age, to hold 
their places for life, and to receive, each, a salary 
^nal to l-20th of that of the chief consul : ^ The 
Iribunatef to be composed of 100 men, of twenty- 
five years of age and upwards, of whom 1-Jflfi go 
ont every year, but re-eligible indefinitely ; the salary 
of each 16,000 francs (£625) : and, 3dly, The Leps- 
lathe Senate^ composed of 300 members^ of thirty 
years of a|^, renewable by fifths every year, and 
having salaries of 10,000 francs (£416). V. The 
executive power shall be vested in three consuls, 
cho6«[i inoividually, as chief consul, second, and 
third ; the two former for ten years, the last for five# 
Vol. I.-'O 
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VI. In order that the administration of affidrs may 
Have time to settle itself, the tribunate and legisla- 
tive senate shall remain as first constituted for ten 
years, without any re-elections. VIL With the 
same view of avoiding discussions during the un- 
settled state of opinion, a majority of the members 
of the conservative senate are for the present ap- 
pointed by the consuls, Sieyes and Duces, going' out 
of office, and the consuls, Cambaceres and Lebrun, 
about to come into office ; they shall be held to be 
duly elected, if the public acqutesce ; and proceed to 
fill up their own number and to nominate the members 
of the tribunate and legislative senate. YIII. The 
acts of legislation shall be proposed by the consuls : 
the tribunate shall .discuss and propound them to 
the legislative senate, but not vote : the legislative 
senate shall hear the tribunate, and vote, but not 
debate themselves ; and the act thus discussed and 
voted, shidl become law on being promulgated by 
the chief consul. IX. Buonaparte is nominated 
chief consul, Cambaceres (minister of justice) 
second, and Lebrun third consul. 

It would be rash to say that this could never have 
turned out in practice a free constitution. Cir- 
cumstances mi^t have modified its arrangements, 
and given the spirit of freedom to institutions not 
ex'Jacie favourable to it. But for the present, it was 
universally admitted that, under these new forms, 
the power of the state must be virtually lodged in 
Buonaparte. He, in fact, named himself chief con- 
sul. His creatures chose the conservative senate, 
and the conservative senate wer^ to choose the naem- 
bers of th^ other two assemblies. The machinery, 
thus set in motion, could hardly fail to remain under 
his control; and, looking at things more largely, 
the contrivances of making the electoral bodies in 
the departments choose, not their actual represen- 
tatives, but only the persons from among whom 
these were to be chosen by the conservative senate, 
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and of preventing the legislative senate firom de* 
l>a.ting for themselves on the measures destined to 
pass into law, appear to have been devised for the 
purpose of reducing to a mere nullity the forms of 
a. representative government.* However, the con* 
Buls announced their manufacture to the people 
in these terms : — ^ Citizens, the constitution is 
grounded on the true principles of a representative 
gwemment, on the sacred rights of property, of 
equality, and of liberty. The powers which it in- 
stitutes will be vigorous and permanent ; such they 
should be to secure the rights of the citizens and 
the interests of the state. Citizens! the revolution 
is fixed on the principles from which it originated : 
rr IS EHDED.** And in effect, books bein^ opened 
throughout France, the names of the citizens who 
inscribed their acceptance of this new constitution 
amounted to four millions, while but a few votes to 
the contrary were registered — an irrefragable proof 
that the national mind was disposed to think no 
sacrifice too dear, so tranquillity could be obtained. 
The circumstance, peihaps, which occasioned 
most surprise on the promulgation of the new con- 
stitution, was the non-appearance of the name of 

* Tbe iBorniiig after the eoostitution was announced, Uie streets of 
Pvw were placarded with tbe following pasquil :— 



POLITICAL SUBTRACTION. 

From 5 Directora 
Take 3 

There remain 3 Consuls 
From them take 2 

And there remaini 1 Buoivapabti. 



This sufficiently expresses what was considered to he the essence of 
^ row constitudop. 
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t9iey«fl in the list of pennanent eonmils. It is pro- 
bable that the Abbe made up his mind to retire, so 
soon as he found that Buonaparte was capable, not 
only of mutilating his ideal republican scheme, but 
of nilfilling, in his ownjperson, all the functions of a 
civil ruler of France. Howbeit, the ingenious meta* 
physician did not disdain to accept of a large estate 
and pension, by way of ** public recompense*^-— wfami 
he withdrew to a situation of comparative obscurity* 
as jpresident of the conservative senate. 

One of Buonaparte*s first acts was to remore the 
seat of government from the Louxembourg to the 
old palace of the Tuilleries, ^ which,'* he signifi-* 
cantiy said to his colleagues, ** is a sood mifitaiy 
position.** It was on the 19th of February, 160^ 
that the chief consul took possession of the usual 
residence of the French kmffs. Those splendid 
halls were reopened with much ceremony, and im- 
mediately afterward Napoleon held a great review 
in the Place du Carousel. This was the first public 
act of the chief consul. Shortly after he appeared 
in his new ofilcial costume, a dress of red silk, and 
a black stock. Some one obsernred to him that this 
last article was out of keeping with the rest: **No 
matter,** answered he, smiling, *^ a small remnant 
of the military character will do us no harm.** 

While Napoleon was thus rapidly consolidating 
the elements of a new monarchy in his own person 
—the Bourbonists, at home and abroad, had stiU 
nourished the hope that his ultimate purpose was 
the restoration of the rightful king of France. Veiy 
shortly after the 18th Brumaire, one of the foreign 
ambassadors resident at Paris had even succeeded 
in obtaining a private audience for Messieurs H^de 
de NeuviUe and Dandigne, two agents of the exiled 
princes. Buonaparte received them at night in a 
small closet of the Tuilleries, and requested them 
to speak with frankness. "You, sir,'* they said, 
**havft now in your hands the power of re-estHblish- 



1 BOO.] CHIEF COmVh OF FRAKCE. 161 



the throne, and restoring to it its legitimate 
Tell us what are your intentions ; and, if 
they accord with ours, we, and all the Vendeans, 
are ready to take your commands." He replied, 
that the return of the Bourbons could not be accom- 
plished without enormous slaughter; that his wish 
was to forget the past, and to accept the services of 
aU who were willing henceforth to follow the ge- 
neral will of the. nation; but that he would treat 
"With none who were not disposed to renounce all 
correspondence with the Bourbons and the foreign 
enemies of the country. The conference lasted 
half an hour; and the agents withdrew with a fixed 
sense that Buonaparte would never come over to 
• their side. Nevertheless, as it will appear hereafter, 
the Bourbons themselves did not as yet altogether 
despair; and it must be admitted that various mea- 
sures of the provisional government were not un- 
likely to keep up their delusive hopes. We may 
notice in particular a hange in the national oath of 
allegiance, by which one most important clause was 
entirely erased, namely, that expressive of hatred 
to royalty} and an edict, by which the celebration 
of the day on which Louis XVI. died, was formally 
abolished. Sieyes, in opposing this last measure, 
happened to speak of Louis as "the tyrant;" — 
" Nay, nay," said Napoleon, " he *was no tyrant : 
had ne been one, I should this day have been a cap- 
tain of engineers — and you saying mass." The 
Bourbons were very right in considering these as 
monarchical symptoms ; but shrewd observers per- 
ceived clearly in whose favour such changes were 
designed to operate. It appears that some of Na- 
poleon's colleagues made a last effort to circum- 
scribe his power, by urging on him the necessity of 
his immediately placing himself at t^e head of the 
armies in the field ; expecting, no doubt, great ad* 
vantages, could they remove him from the seat of go- 
vernment, at the time when the new machinery was 

08 
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getting into a regular course of motion. He sternly 
resisted all such suggestions. ** I am chief consul^** 
said he, biting his nails to the quick, ^ I will remain 
in Paris." 

And it was, indeed, most necessaiy for his snecess 
that he should remain there at this critical epoch : 
for, in the arrangement of every branch of the neiv 
government, he had systematically sought for his 
own security in balancing against each other the 
lovers of opposite sets of principles— men, who, by^ 
cordially coalescing tocher, might still have un- 
done him ; or, by carrymg their animosities to ex- 
tremity, overturned the whole fabric of his manii- 
facture. It was thus that he had chosen one ccmstil 
from the republican party, and another from the roy- 
alist ; either of whom might, in his absence, have 
been tempted to undermine nis sway ; whereas both, 
overawea by his presence, proved eminently ser- 
viceable in drawing over to the interests of the chief 
consul innumerable persons, of their own ways of 
thinking originally, but no longer such zealous the- 
orists as to resist the arguments of self-interest — 
those strong springs of hope and fear, of both of 
which Napoleon, while at the Tuilleries, held the 
master-key. It was thus, also, that in forming his 
ministry, he grouped together men, each of whom 
detested or despised the others ; but each unques- 
tionably fitted, in the highest degree, for the par- 
ticular office assigned to him ; and each, therefore, 
likely to labour in his own department, communi- 
cating little with his colleagues, and looking con- 
tinually to the one hand that had invested him witii 
his share of power. It was in vain that one party 
objected to the weathercock politics. of Talleyrand. 
" 6e it so," answered the chief consul ; ** but he is 
the ablest minister for foreign affairs in our choice, 
and it shall be my care that lie exerts his abilities." 
Camot, in like manner, was objected to as a firm 
republican. " Republican or not," answered Napo- 
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leon, ''he is one of the last Frenchmen that would 
i^ish to see France dismembered. Let us ayail our- 
selves of his unrivalled talents in the war depart- 
ment, while he is willing to place them at our com< 
xnand.^ All parties equally cried out against the 
falsehood, duplicity, and, tn^ fact, avowed profligacy 
of Fooch4. "Fouch^," said Buonaparte, "and 
FoQch^ alone, is able to conduct the ministry of 
the police : he alone has a perfect knowledge of all 
the factions and intrigues which have been spreadmg 
misery through France. We cannot create men: 
^re must take such as we find ; and it is easier to 
modify by circumstances the feelings and conduct 
of an able servant than to supply his place." Thus 
did be systematically make use of whatever was 
willing to be useful— counting on the ambition of 
one man, the integrity of a second, and the avarice 
of a third, with equal confidence ; and justified, for 
the present time (which was all he was anxious 
about), by the results of each of the experiments in 
question. 

It is impossible to refuse the praise of consummate 
prudence and skill to these, and, indeed, to all the 
arran^ments of Buonaparte, at this great crisis of 
his histoiy. The secret of his whole scheme is 
tmfolded in his own memorable words to Sieyes : 
" We are creating a new era — of the past we must 
forget the bad, and remembet only the good.*^ From 
the day when the consular government was formed, 
a new epoch was to date. Submit to that govern- 
ment, and no man need fear that his former acts, far 
less opinions, should prove any obstacle to his se- 
curity—nay, to his advancement. Henceforth the 
regicide might dismiss all dread of Bourbon re- 
venge ; th^ purchaser of forfeited property of being 
sacrificed to the returning nobles; provided only 
they chose to sink their theories and submit. , To 
the royalist, on the other hand, Buonaparte held out 
the prospect, not indeed of Bourbon restoration, but 
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of the Te^stablishment of a monarchical fonn of 
ffoyernmenty and all the concomitants of a court : 
for the churchman the temples were at once opened ; 
and the rebuilding of the heirarchical fabhc, in all its 
wealth, splendour, and power, was offered in per- 
spective. Meanwhile, the great and crying evU, 
from which the revolution had really sprung, was for 
ever abolished. The odious distinction of castes was 
at an end. Political liberty existed, perhaps, no 
longer; but civil liberty— the equality of all French- 
men in the eye of the law — ^was, or seemed to be, 
established. All men henceforth must contribute 
to the state in the proportion of their means ; all 
men appeal to the same tribunals; and no man, 
however meanly bom, had it to say, that there was 
one post of power or dignity in France to which 
talent and labour never could elevate him. 



CHAPTER XV. 



TfU CU^ Canstd writM to tie King of Enrland^Lord OreHwUe't 
Angmtr^JfofoUon pa»M» the Great St.Bemurilr^'ne tski^ »jf 
St. Bttri-^Tke Siege of Oenott-The ButUe of Jliarengo~-IUa§ re- 
eonquorodh'Jfi^oleon retwms to P ar i *— T3k« Infernal Mackine-'Tb£ 
BattU of Hohadinden-^The Treaty ofLnneviUe. 

• 

Much had been already done towards the internal 
tranquiUization of France; but it was obvious that' 
the result could not be perfect until the war, which 
had so long raged on two frontiers of the country, 
should have found a termination. The fortune of 
the last two years had been far different from that 
of the glorious campaigns which ended in the treaty 
—or armistice, as it might more truly be named— 
of Campo-Formio. The Austrians had recovered 
the north of Italy, and already menaced the Savoy 
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fToniieT, designing to march into ProTence, and there 
support a new insurrection of the royalists. The 
force opposed to them in that quarter was much 
inferior m numbers, and composed of the relics of 
armies beaten orer and over again by Suwarrow. 
The Austrians and French were more nearly ba- 
lanced on the Rhine frontier ; but eren there, there 
was ample room for anxiety. On the whole, the 
grand attitude in which Buonaparte had left the 
republic, when he embarked for Eg3rpt, was ex- 
changed for one of^a far humbler description; and, 
in fact, as has been intimated, the general disheart- 
ening of the nation, by reason of those reverses, 
had been of signal service to Napoleon's ambition. 
It a strong hand was wanted at home, the necessity of 
having a general who could bring back victory^ 
the tricolour banners in the field nad been noHess 
deeply felt. And hence the decisive revolution of 
Brumaire. 

Of the allies of Austria, meanwhile, one had vir- 
tually abandoned her. The emperor Paul, of Russia, 
taking offence at the style in which his army under 
Suwarrow had been supported, withdrew it alto- 
gether from the field of its victories ; and that hair- 
brained autocrat, happening to take up a sort of per- 
^nal admiration for Buonaparte, was not likel3r for 
the present to be brought back into the Antigallican 
league. England appeared steadfast to their cause ; 
V>ut it reiQained to be proved whether the failure of 
her expedition to Holland under the duke of York, 
or the signal success of her naval arms in the Me- 
diterranean under lord Nelson, had had the greater 
mfluence on the feelings of the government of St. 
James's. In the former case. Napoleon might ex- 

g^ct to find his advances towards a negotiation, in 
is new character of chief consul, received with 
better disposition than his predecessors of the direc- 
tory had extended to the last overtures of the Eng- 
hsh cabinet tendered by lord Malraesbury. He 
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vesolred to have the credit of makioff the eiq^ri- 
ment at least, ere the campaign with the Auatriaiis 
shoald open ; and, discarding, as he had on a former 
occasion,* the usual etiquettes of diplomatic inter- 
course, addressed a- letter to king George HI. in 
person, rimost immediately after the new consulate 
was established in the Tuilleries, in these terms : 
(Dec. 36, 1799.) 

**Frenck Republic — Scmertigntu oftkt PeopU — Liberty 

and E^wuity. 

*' JBuonaparUf F\rst Connd ^ the RepvbUc^ to hie 
Majesty the Kiiig ofOrreai Britain and JrekuuL 

** Called by the wishes of the French nation to 
occupy the fost magistracy of the republic, I have 
thought proper, in commencing the discharge of its 
duties, to communicate the event directly to your 
miijesty. 

** Must the war, which for eight years has ravaged 
the four quarters of the world, be eternal 1 Is there 
no room for accommodation? How can the two 
most enlightened nations of Europe, stronger and 
more powerful than is necessary for their safety 
and independence, sacrifice commercial advantages, 
internal prosperity, and domestic happiness, to vain 
ideas of grandeur ! Whence comes it that they do 
not feel peace to be the first of wants as well as of 

glories f These sentiments cannot be new to the 
eart of your majesty, who rule over a free nation 
with no other view than to render it happy. Your 
majesty will see in this overture only my sincere 
desire to contribute effectually, for the second time, 
to a general pacification— by a prompt step taken in 
confidence, and freed from those forms, which, how- 
ever necessary to disguise the apprehensions of 
feeble states, only serve to discover in the powerful 
a mutual wish to deceive. 

* VTben he wrote from Clfuienfiut to tbearcbdakeCha]j«ck 
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"F^Mice and England, abusing their strength, 
may long- defer the period of its utter exhaustion; 
bat I wiU venture to say, that the fate of all civilized 
imtions IS ^ concerned in the termination of a war, 
the flames of which are raging throughout the whole 
world. I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c, 

** BuONAPARTir." 

It is manifest that the chief consul was wonder- 
muy Ignorant of the English constitution, if he really 
believed that the king (whose public acts must all 
be done by the hands of responsible ministers) could 
aMwer his letter personally. The reply was an 
official note from lord Grenville, then secretary of 
state for the department of foreign affairs, to TaUey- 
rand. It stated " that the king of England had no 
obfect in the war but the security of his own do- 
nunionB, his allies, and Europe in general : he 
would seize the first favourable opportunity to make 
peace — ^at present he could see none. The same 
general assertions of pacific intentions had pro- 
ceeded, successively, from all the revolutionary 
governments of France ; and they had all persisted 
in conduct directly and notoriously the opposite of 
their language. Switzerland, Italy, Holland, Ger- 
^g^y» Egypt,— what country had been safe from 
French aggression ? The war must continue until 
the causes which gj|ve it birth ceased to exist. The 
Tfeatoration of the exiled royal family would be the 
easiest means of giving confidence to the other 
powers of Europe. The king of England by no 
Bieans pretended to dictate any thing as to the inter- 
J'^ polity of France ; but he. was compelled to say, 
J!v V?® ®*^ nothing in the cimumstances under 
wnich th^ new government had been set up, or the 
pnnciples it professed to act upon, which could tend 
to make foreign powers regard it as either more 
stable or more trustworthy than the transitory for^is 
" nad supplanted." 
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Such was the tenoiir of lord GienriUe's famous 
note. It gave rise to an animated discussion in 
both houses immediately on the meeting of tbe 
British iMurliament ; and, in both, the conduct of the 
ministry was a^roved by very great majorities* 
When, however, the financial preparations were 
brought forward, and it turned out that Russia was 
no longer to be subsidized— or, in other words, had 
abandoned the league against France — ^the prospects 
of the war were generally considered as much less 
favourable than they had been during this discus- 
sion. In the mean time, the French government put 
forth, by way of commentary on lord OrenviUe's 
state paper, a pretended letter from the unfortunate 
heir of the House of Stuart to George III., demand- 
ing from him the throne of England, which, now thai 
the principle of legitimacy seemed to be recognised 
at St James's, there could (said the pasquinade) be 
no fair pretext for refusing. Some other trifles of 
the same character might be noticed ; but the true 
answer to Mr. Pitt was the campaign of Marengo. 

Buonaparte rejoiced cordially in the result of his 
informal negotiation. It was his policy, even more 
clearly than it had been that of his predecessors, to 
buy security at hmne by battle and victory abroad. 
The national pride had been deeply wounded during 
his absence; and something must be done in Europe, 
worthy of the days of Lodi, and Rivoli, and Taglia- 
mento, ere he could hope to be seated firmly on his 
ihfone. On receiving the answer of the British 
minister, he said to Talleyrand, (rubbing his hands, 
as was his custom when much pleased,) '4t could 
not have been more favourable.^ On the same day, 
the 7th of Januar]^ (just three days after the date 
of lord GrenviUe's note,) the first consul ^issued his 
edict for the formation of an army of reserve, con- 
sisting of all the veterans who had ever served, and 
a new levy of 30,000 conscripts. 

At this time, France had four armies' on her fron- 
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tien : that of the north, under Bnme, watched the 
partisans of the House of Orange in Holland, and 
gnarded those coasts against any new invasion from 
England ; the defeat of the didLe of York had en- 
abled the government to reduce its strength con^ 
siderably : the second was the army of the Danube, 
under Joiirdan, which, after the defeat at Stoekach, 
had been obliged to repass the Rhine: the third, 
under Massena, styled the army oi Helvetia, had 
been compelled in the preceding campaign to eva* 
cuate great part of Switzerland; but, gaining the 
battle of Zurich against the Russians, now reoccu^ 
pied the whole of that republic : the fourth was that 
broken remnant which still called itself the army 
of Italy. After the disastrous conflict of Genola, it 
had rallied in disorder on the Apennine and the 
heists of Genoa, where the spirit of the troops waS' 
already so much injured, that whole battalions de« 
serted en tnaue^ and retired behind the Var. Their 
distress, in truth, was extreme ; for they had lost all 
meanfii of communication with the valley of the Po, 
and the English fleet efiectually blockaded the whole 
coasts both of Provence and Liguria; so that, pent 
^ among barren rocks, they suffered the hardships 
and privations of a beleaguered garrison. 

The chief consul sent Massena to assume the 

command of the ** army of Italy;" and issued, on 

that occasion, a general order, which had a magical 

effect on the minds of the soldiery. Massena was 

highly esteemed among them; and, after his arrival 

at Genoa, the deserters flocked back rapidly to their 

^an(?ards. At the same time, Buonaparte ordered 

Moreau to assume the command of the two corps 

of the Danube and Helvetia, and consolidate them 

into one great " army of the Rhine." Lastly, the 

i^ndezvous of the " army of reserve" was appointed 

for Dijon : a central position, from which either Mas- 

^na or Mdreau mignt, as circumstances demanded, 

he supported and reinforced; but ¥rfaich Napoleon 

Vol. L—P 
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really deBig:iied to serve for a cloak to his main 
purpose. For he had already, in concert with Car- 
not, sketched the plan of that which is generally 
eonsidered as at once the most daring and the most 
masterhr of all the campaij^ns of the war ; and which, 
in so (ar as the execution depended on himself, 
turned out also the most dazzlingly successful. 

In placing Moreau at the head of the army of the 
Rhine* full 1M),000 strong, and out of all comparison 
the best disciplined as well as largest force of the 
republic, Buonaparte exhibited a noble superiority 
to all feelings of personal jealousy. That general^s 
reputation af^roached the most nearly to his own ; 
but his talents justified this reputation, and the chief 
consul thought of nothing but the best means of 
accomplishing the purposes of the joint campaisn. 
Moreau, in the sequel, was severely censured by his 
master for the manner in which he executed the 
charge intrusted to him. His orders'were to march 
at once upon Ulm, at the risk of placing the great 
Austrian armv under Kray between him and France ; 
but he was suso commanded to detach 15,000 of his 
troops for the separate service of passing into Italy 
by tne defiles of St. Gothard ; and given to under- 
stand that it must be his business to prevent Kray, 
at sdl hazards, from opening a communication wi& 
Italy by way of the Tyrol. Under such circum- 
stances, it is not wonderful that a general, who had 
a master, should have proceeded more cautiously 
than suited the gigantic aspirations of the unfettered 
Napoleon. Moreau, however, it must be admitted, 
had always the reputation of a prudent, rather than 
a daring, commander. The details of his campaign 
affainst Kray must be sought elsewhere. A variety 
of engagements took place, with variety of fortune. 
Moreau, his enemies allow, commenced his opera- 
tions by crossing the Rhine in the end of April ; and, 
on the 15th of July, had his head-quarters at Augs- 
bm-g, and was in condition either to reinforce the 
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French in Italy^ or to march into 'the heart of the Auft- 
trian states, when the success of Buonaparte's own 
exi>edition rendered either movement unnecessatry. 
The chief consul had resolved upon conducting 
in person one of the most adventurous enterprises 
recorded in the history of war. The formation of 
the army of reserve at Dijon was a mere. deceit. A 
numerous staff, indeed, assembled in that town ; and 
the preparation of the munitions of war proceeded 
there and elsewhere with the utmost energy : but 
the troops collected at Dijon were few; and, — it 
heing universally circulated and believed, that they 
. were the force meant to re-establish the once glo- 
rious army of Italy, by marching to the head-quar- 
ters of Massena at Genoa,— <the Austhans received 
.the accounts of their numbers and appearance, not 
only with indifference, but with derision. Buona- 
parte, meanwhile, had spent tluree mouths in recruit- 
ing his armies throughout the interior of France ; 
and the troops, by means of which it was his pur- 
pose to change the face of affairs beyond the Alps, 
were already marching by different routes, each de- 
tachment in total ignorance of the others' destina- 
tion, upon the territory of Switzerland. To that 
quarter Buonaparte had already sent forward Ber« 
thier, the most confidential of his military friends, 
and other officers of the highest skill, with orders to 
reconnoitre the various passes in the great Alpine 
chain, and make every other preparation for the 
' movement, of which they alone were, as yet, in the 
secret. 

The statesmen who ventured, even after Brumaire, 
'to oppose the investiture of Buonaparte with the 
whole power of the state, had, at first, (as we have 
seen,) attempted to confine him to the military de- 
partment; or so arrange it, that his orders, as to civil 
afGsurs, should, at least, not be absolute. Failing in 
this, they then proposed that the chief consul should 
be incapable of heading an army in the field, without 
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abdicating previouBly his magistracy: and, totixeir 
onrpiise, Napoleon at once acceded to a proposition 
which, it haa been expected, would rouse his indig-- 
nation. It now turned out how. much the saving 
clause in (juestion was worth. The chief conaol 
could not, mdeed, be ffeneral-hi-chief of an army ; 
but he could appoint iiniom he pleased to that post ; 
and there was no law against nis being present, in 
his own person, as a spectator of the campaign. It 
signified little that a Berthier should write himself 
commander, when a Napoleon was known to be in 
the camp. 

It was now time that the great project should be 
realized. The situation of the *^ army of Italy** was 
become most critical.- After a variety of petty en- 
gagements, its general saw his left wing (under 
Suchet) wholly cut off from his main body; and, 
while Suchet was forced to retire behind the Tar, 
where his troops had the utmost difficulty in pre- 
senting any serious opposition to the Austrians, 
Massena had been compelled to throw himself with 
the remainder into Genoa. In that city he was 
speedily blockaded by the Austrian general Ott; 
while the imperial conmiander-in-chier, Melas, ad- 
vanced, with 30,000, upon Nice— of which place he 
took possession on the 1 1th of May. The Austrians, 
having shut up Massena, and well knowing the fee- 
bleness of Suchet*s division, were in a delirium of 
joy. The gates of France appeared, at length, to be 
open before them ; and it was not such an army of 
reserve as had excited the merriment of their spies 
at Dijon that could hope to withstand them in their 
long-meditated march on Provence — where Piche- 
gru, as they supposed. Was prepared to assume the 
command of a numerous body of royalist instiraents, 
80 soon as he should receive intelligence or their 
entrance into France. But they were soon to hear 
news of another complexion from whence they least 
expected it— from behind the;n. 
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The chief consul remajn^ in Paris until he re- 
ceived Ber^ier's decisive despatch from Geneva — 
it Mras in these words: ^1 wish to see you here. 
There are orders to be given by which three armies 
may act in concert, and you alone can give them in 
the lines. Measures decided on in Paris are too 
late/* He instantly quitted the capital ; and, on the 
7th of May, appeared at Dijon, where he reviewed, 
in great form, some 7 or 8000 raw and half-clad 
troops* and committed them to the care of Brune. 
The spies of Austria reaped new satisfaction from 
this consular review: meanwhile. Napoleon had 
halted but two hours at Dijon; and,*trav|dling all 
night, arrived, the next day, at Geneva. Here he 
vras met by Marescot, wh^ had been employed in 
exploring the wild passes of the Gfj^at St. Bernard, 
and received from him an aifalling picture of the 
difficulties of marching an armj^tw that route into 
Ital]^. ^ is it possible to pass 'r said Napoleon, 
cutting the engineer's narrative shott. '* The thing 
is barely possible,^' a&iswered Marescot. "Very 
well,'* said the chief consul, " en avatU — ^let us pro- 
ceed," 

While the Austrians were thinking only of the 
frontier where Suchet commanded an enfeebled and 
dispirited division, — destined, as they doubted not, 
to be reinforced by the army, such as it was, of 
Dijon, — ^the chief consul had resolved to penetrate 
into Italy, as Hannibal had done of old, through a^ 
the dangers and difficulties of the great Alps them- 
eelves. The march on the Var and Genoa might 
have been executed with coipparative ease, and 
might, in all likelihood, have led to victory; but 
mere victory would not suffice. It was urgently 
necessary that the name of Buonaparte should bie 
suiprounded with some blaze of almost supernatural 
renown ; and his plan for purchasing this splendour 
was to rush down from the Alps, at whatever hazard, 
upon the rear of Melas, cut off all his eommunica- 

PS 
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tlont wiih Aiutria, and then force him to a conilict, 
in which, Massena and Suchet being on the otiusr 
aide of hini» reTene mmt needs be rain. 

For the treble purpose of more easily coliecting 
a sufficient stock of pnmsions for the march, x>? 
making its accomplishment more rapid, and of per- 
plexing the enemy on its termination, Napoleon de- 
termiiwd that his army should rass in four dirisions, 

Sr as many separate routes. The left wing, under 
oncey, consisting of 15,000 detached from the 
army of Moreau, w^s ordered to debouche by the 
way of SU Qothard. The corps of Thnreau, 5000 
strong, Aook the direction of Mount Cenis : that of 
Chabran, of similar strength, moved by the Little 
St. Bernard. Of the main body^, consisting of 35,000, 
the chief consuiihimself took care ; and he reserved 
for them the ffigantm task of surmounting, witii the 
artillery, the huf^oarriers of the Great St. Bernard. 
Thus along the.Alpine chain— •from the sources of 
the Rhine and the Rhone tq Isere and Durance— 
about 60,000 men, in all, lay prepared for the adven- 
ture. It must be added, if we would form a fair con- 
ception of the enterprise, that Napoleon weU knew 
not one-third of the^e men had ever seen a shot fired 
in earnest. '< 

The difficulties encountered by Moncey, Thureau, 
and Chabran, will be sufficiently understood from 
the narrative of Buonaparte^s own march. From 
the 15th to the 18th of May all his columns were 
put in motion : Lannes, with the advanced guard, 
clearing the way before them ; the general, Berthier, 
and the chief consul himself superintending the rear 
guard, which, as having with it the artillery, was the 
object of highest importance. ^ At St. Pierre aJl 
semblance of a road disappeared. Thenceforth an 
army, horse and foot, laden with all the munitions 
of a campaign, a park of forty field-pieces included, 
were to be urged up and along airy ridges of rock 
and eternal snow, where the goatherd, the hunter 
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mi the chamois, and the 0Qtlaw*sma^gler are alone 
•ccustomed to. yetitare ; amid precipices, where to 
slip a foot is death ; beiieath glaciers from vrhMi the 

Sereussion of a musket-shot is often sufficient to 
url an avalanche ; across bottomless chasms caked 
over with frost or snow-drift; and breathing 

" The diificuit Kir of theioed mountaiB top, 
Where the birds dare not build, nof intecl's wing 
Flit o*er the herbless granite."* 

The transport 6f the artillery and ammunition was 
the most difficult point; and to this, accordingly, 
the chief consul ^ve his personal superintendence. 
The gfuns were dismounted, grooved into the trunks 
of tre^s hollowed out so as to suit each calibre, and 
then dragged on by sheer strength of muscle— not 
^eBB than a hundred soldiers being sometimes har- 
nessed to a single cannon. The carriages and 
Wheels, being taken to pieces, were slung on poles, 
and borne on men's snoulders. The powder and 
shot, packed into boxes of fir-wood, formed the 
ladinff of all the mules that could be collected over 
a wicte range of the Alpine country. These prepa- 
rations had been made during the week that elapsed 
between Buonaparte*s arrival at Geneva and the 
eommeticement of Lannes^s march. He himself 
travelled sometimes on a mule, but mostly on foot^ 
eheering on the soldiers who had the burden of the 
great guns. The fatigue undergone is not to be 
descried. The men in front durst not halt to 
breathe, because the least stoppage there might have 
thrown the column behind into confusion, on the 
hrink of deadly precipices ; and those in the rear had 
to flounder, kneedeep, through snow and ice tramj^ed 
into sludge by the reet and hoofs of the preceding 
divisions. Happily, the march of Napoleon was not 
harassed, like that of Hannibal, by the assaults of 

♦ Byron*s Manfred. 
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livlag enemiei. The moontaineerst oa the eon- 
trary, flocked m to reap the liberal rewards which he 
c^ered to all who were willing to lighten the drudgery 
of his froops. 

. On the 16th of May, Napoleon slept at the eon^ 
vent of St. Maurice ; and, in the coufse of the four 
following days, the whole army passed the Great 
St. Bernard. It was on the 20th that Buonaparte 
himself halted an hour at the convent of the Hospi- 
tallers, which stands on the summit of this mighty 
mountain. The good fathers of the monastery had 
furnished every soldier as he passed with a lunohecHi 
of bread and cheese and a glass of wine ; and, for 
this seasonable kindness, they received the warm 
acknowledgments of the chief.* It was here tlttt 
he took his leave of a peasant youth, who had walkeil 
by him, as his guide, all the way from the convent 
of St. Maurice. Napoleon conversed freely with 
the young man, and was much interested with his 
simplicity. At parting, Buonaparte asked the guide 
son^e particulars about his personal situation ; andt 
havmg heard his reply, gave him money and a billet 
to the head of the monastery of St. Maurice. The 
peasant delivered it accordingly, and was surprised 
to find that, in consequence of a scrap of writing 
which he could not read, his worldly comforts were 
to be permanently increased. The object of this 
generosity remembered, nevertheless, but Jittle of 
his conversation with the consul. .He described 
Napoleon as being *'a very dark man," (this was 
the effect of the Syrian sun,) and having an eye 
that, notwithstanding his affability, he could not 
encounter without a sense of fear. The only say- 
ing of the hero which he treasured in his memory 

* Tlie worthy Hoflpttallere of St. Bernard have stationed themselves 
OD that wild eminence, for the purpose of alleviating tiie raisory of tm- 
velleTs lost or l^ewildered amid the neigtUrauring defiles. They enter^a 
a p^dE of don, of extraordinary sagacity, who roam over the liills night 
and day, and frequently drag to light andfafety pitgrims who have fae^ 
imrier] in the snow- 
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I, ^ I have «p6iied a hat among your inowitain« : 
^velU 1 shall find a new one on the other 8ide.**->^ 
-711110 spoke Napoleon, wringing the rain from his 
covering as he approached the hospice ot St. Ber- 
nard. — The guide described, however, very striking- 
ly, the eflectflof Buonaparte's appearance and voice* 
-when any obstacle checked the advance of his 
eoldieiy along that fearful wilderness which is 
called, emphatically, ** The Valley of Desolation/' 
A single look or word was commonly sufficient to 
set all in motion again. But if the way presented 
some new and apparently insuperable difficulty, the 
consul hade the drums beat and the trumpets sound, 
as if for the charge ; and this never failed. Of such 
jgaUaat temper were the spirits which Napoleon had 
at eommand, and with such admirable skill did he 
wield them ! 

On the 16th, the vanguard, under Lannes, reached 
the beautiful vale of Aosta, and the other divisions 
descmided rapidly on their footsteps. This part of 
the progress was not less difficult than the ascent 
before. The horses, mules, and guns were to be 
led down one slippery steep after another — and we 
may judge with what anxious care, since Napoleon 
himself was once contented to slide nearly a hun* 
dred yards together, $ecUed. 

On the 17th, Lannes arrived at Chatillon, where 
be attacked and defeated a corps of 5000 Austrians 
—who received the onset of a French division in that 
quarter with about as much surprise as if an enemy 
had dropped on them from the clouds. Every diffi- 
culty now seemed to be surmounted, and corps 
after corps came down into the plentiful and verdant 
vidley, fuU of joy. But suddenly, the march of the 
vanguard was aprested by an obstacle unforeseen, 
or, at least, grievously under-estimated. Midway 
between Aosta and Ivrea, the Dora flows through a 
deffie, not more than fifty yards in width : th^ 
heights on either hand rise precipitous ; and in ih€^ 
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midst an abrapt conical rock, oiown^ with tbe fop- 
tress of St. Bard, entirely commands the river and 
a small walled town, tlut)ugh the besurt of wiudi 
lies the only passag^e. Lannes having vainly at- 
tempted to force the place by a coup de maui, a panic 
arose, and, this spreading to the rear, orders ^veie 

g'ven for stopping the descent of the artiUexy. 
uonaparte had come as far as the town of Aosta 
when this intelligence reached him. He immediately 
hastened to St. Bard, where he found the tro<^Mi in 
much confusion. 

. On occasions like this he rarely failed to vindicate 
the pre^ige of his reputation. Napoleon, after 
hastily surveying the localities, climbed the height 
of the Albaredo, which rises on tbe one side above 
the fort, and satisfied himself that, though the path 
had hitherto been trodden only by solitary hunts- 
men, the army who had crossed the St. Bernard 
might, by similar efforts, find or make their way 
here also. A single cannon being, with the lai^ 
difficulty, hoisted to the summit, he planted it so as 
to play full on the chief bastion of St. Bard. The 
moment this was arranged, the troops began their 
painful march; and they accomplished it without 
considerable loss; for Napoleon's gun was so ex- 
cellently placed, that the main battery of the subja- 
cent castle was, ere long, silenced. The men crept 
alon^ the brow of the ^baredo in single file, each 
pausmg (says an eye-witness) to gaze for a moment 
on Napoleon, who, overcome with his exertions, 
had lain down and fallen fast asleep upon the smn- 
mit of the rock. Thus passed the main body, 
slowly, but surely. Meantime, colonel Dufour had 
been ordered to scale the wall of the town at night- 
fall; and his regiment (the 58th) performed tins 
service so impetuously, that the Austrian troops 
took refuge in the castle, and the French made good 
their lodgment in the houses below. For some 
hours the garrison poured down grape-shot at hslfi 
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mnsket distance upon the French, but at last, out 
of compassion for the inhabitatnts, the fire slack- 
ened; and ere day broke, Buonaparte had effected 
his main purpose. The streets of the town having 
been strewn with litter to deafen sound, the gans, 
covered with straw and branches of trees, were 
dragged through it under the very guns of St. Bard, 
and without exciting the least suspicion in its gar- 
rison. Next morning the Austrian commandant 
sent on a messenffer to Melas, with tidings that a 
lai^ division of the French had indeed passed by 
the goat-tracks of Albaredo, but that most certainly 
not one great gnn was with them. Buonaparte, 
meantime, was hurrying forwards with horse, foot, 
and artillery too, upon ivrea. 
• The march of tlw consul received no new check 
until he reached the town of ivrea, where, after two 
days* hard'iighting, Lannes at length forced an en- 
trance, and the garrison, with severe loss, withdrew. 
Buonaparte then took the road to Tu«n, and the 
vanguard had another severe piece of service at the 
• bridge of Chiusilla, where 10,000 Austrians had been 
very strongly posted. Lannes broke them, and pur^^ 
suing as far as Orca, cut them off from their maga- 
zines at Chevagno, and seized a vast quantity of 
stores which had been embaiked on the Po. The 
advance was now within one march of Turin, while 
Murat occupied Vercelli, and the other divisions 
(those of Moncey, Chabran, and Thureau) having 
accomplished their several Alpine journeys, were 
pouring down upon the low country, and gradually 
converging towards the appointed rendezvous on 
the Ticino. Buonaparte had thus overcome the great 
difficulties of his preparation, and was ready with 
his whole army to open the campaign in good 
earnest against Melas. 

The blockade of Genoa had been kept up all thi? 
time; while Suchet resolutely maintained the. last 
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line of defence on the old frontier of Frmce. On 
the S3d of May, Melas made a desperate effort to 
forpe the ^paange of the Var* but failed ; and imme- 
diately afterwani received his first intelligence of 
the movements of Buonaparte, and the defeat of his 
own detachment at the bridge of ChiusiUa. He 
perceived that it was high time to leave Suchet to 
mferior hands, and, giving that charge to g^eneral 
Elsnitz, set off to o{^x>se in person ^ the army of 
reserve.'^ Suchet, on his part, was not slow to pro- 
fit by the departure of the Austrian commander-in- 
ehief : he being informed of Buonaparte^s descent, 
forthwith, resumed the offensive, recrossed the Yar* 
and carried Vintimiglia at Uie point of the bayonet. 
Pursuing his advantage, Sucnet re-obtatned the 
mastery, first oi the deme of Biaus, and then of that 
of Tende, and at lengtii re-occupied his old position 
at Melagno, whence his advanced guard pushed on 
as far as Savons. 

The gandson of Genoa, meantime, had been hold- 
ing out gallantly, Massena for some time kept pos- 
session of the semicircular chain of heights on the 
land side, and was thus enabled to obtain provisions^ • 
despite the 40,000 Austrians under general Ott who 
lay w^ching him, and Uie English fieet under lord 
Keith which completely blockaded the shore. A 
great effort made to dislodge him from the heights 
on the 3d of April had failed. But, by degrees, the 
superiority of numbers proved too much for him, and 
being shut at last within the walls,— where, to 
increase all his difficulties, a great part of the popu- 
lation was violently hostile to the French cause, — 
his sufferings from want oi provisions, and the ne- 
cessity of constant watchfulness and daily skir- 
mishes, began to be severe. In his sorties, Massena 
had for the most part the advanta|fe ; and never in 
the whole war was the heroism of the French sol- 
diery more brilliantly displayed than during this 
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_ * The news of the expedition of Naixdeon at 
lengUi penetrated td the beleaguered gamson, and 
the expectation of relief gave them from day to day 
new courage to tM>ld out. But day passed sater day 
'Without any deliverer making his appearance, and 
the seareity of food rendered it almost impossible to 
keep the iimabitants from rising en masse to throw- 
open the gates. The English, meanwhile, anchored 
closer to tiie city, and, having cut out the vessels 
^which guarded tibe mitrance of the harbour, were 
boQ^barding tha French quarters at their pleasure* 
Every thing eatable, not excepting the shoes and 
kns^psae](8 of the soldiers, had been devoured, ere 
fidVMeaa s^ length listened to the proposal of a con- 
fereBce with general Ott and lord Keith. If the 
Fr^ieb general's necessities were urgent, the Eng- 
lish a^vural's desire to get possession of Genoa, ere 
Bnanaaarte oould make further progress, was not 
leas veheinent. Lord Keith frankly told Massena, 
that his gallantry had been such that no terms could 
be too good for him. The word capitukUion was 
omitted : the French marched out of the town with 
* arvQS and baggage, and were allowed to proceed to 
Buchet's heacUquarters ; and, on the 5th of June, Ott 
oeeupied Genoa. 

* The following anecdote is given by Dumtu ;— <• On ons of Umm 
QC^asloiw, when a desperate attack was led on by Sovit, there occurred 
a circamstaiice as honoarable as it was characteristic of the spirit 
wfeicb animated the French. The soldiers of two regiments, or demi- 
IM|B|l68, of U)e army of Italy namely, the 35th light, and the 24th of the 
line, had sworn eternal enmity against one another ; because that, pre- 
yknoB te the opming of the campaign, when desertion, and all the evils 
qf imulKwdinqtion prevailed in that army, disoigaiiixed t^ snfl^riag, the 
£Ani|«r, In whJiUi discipline had been maintained, was emploved to dia- 
arm die faitter. The utmost care had been taken to keep mem sepa- 
lat*; tat it so happened, that these two corps fonnd themselves one 
day ms^e main at it were in valour, the one before the eyes of thei 
other. The same dangers, the same thirst of glory, the same eagemesa 
to HMintaia themselves, at once renewed in m hearts generous -aesaxX* 
nema; the soldieni became instantly intenniiflted ; they embraced in 
tha ioid0t of the Ore, and one half of the one corpe passing into the ranks 
of the other, they renewed the combat, after the exchange, with donUe 
4 ardoor.** 

Vol. I.— Q 
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General Ott, notwithstanding this success, had 
been very ill-employed in lingfering before G^enoa, 
ivhile Napoleon was so rapidly advancing; and 
Melas, utterly perplexed between Suchet on ttie one 
side and the consul on the other, had in fact lain 
still, and done nothing. Buonaparte, between the 
1st and 4th of June, crossed th^ Ticino with his 
whole army. Murat carried Turbigo on the 5th, the 
very day that Genoa fell ; and on we 2d, the chief 
consul himself once more entered Milan,' where be 
was received with enthusiasm, and restored in form 
the Cisidpine republic. Lannes, after various con- 
flicts, occupied Pavia. Chapon and Thureau threat- 
ened Turin by two different routes ; and Melas, at 
last roused to a sense of his imminent danger, 
abandoned the open country of Piedmont, took up 
his head-quarters at Alessandria, and began to draw 
together his widely separated columns, and concen- 
trate them for the inevitable battle which must de* 
cide the fate of Italy. 

Buonaparte, meanwhile, was ignorant of the fall 
of Genoa. He supposed, therefore, that the army 
of Ott was still at a wide distance from that of the 
Austrian commander-in-chief, and meditated to pass 
the Po suddenly, and either attack Ott and relieve 
Genoa, ere Mejas knew he was in that neighbour- 
hood, or, if he should find this more practicable, 
force Melas himself to accept battle unsupported by 
Ott. Lannes and the van, accordingly, pushed on 
as far as Montebello, where, to their surprise, they 
found the Austrians in strength. Early in the mom* 
ing of the 9th of June, Lannes was attacked by a 
force which he had much difficulty in resisting. 
The Austrians were greatly superior in cavalry, and 
the ground was favourable for that arm. But at 
lengu Victor's division came up, after a severe 
struggle, and turned the tide. The battle was a 
mosjt obstinate one. The fields being covered with 
very tall crops of rye, the hostile battalions were 
often almost within bayonet's length ere they were 
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•.ware of each other's presence ; and the same cir- 
cumstances prevented the generals, on eith» sSe 
flrom displaying much science in their manoTu^' 
It was a conflict of man against man, and det^' 
mined at a vast cost of blood. The fieW ^s «h~»^ 
with dead and the retiring Austrians lefTIX^n" 
soiieTS in the hands of Lannes-who, in meCnPof 
th» day of slaughter, was created ^erwartl Xike 
of MontebeUo. It was from the prisorww tak«n 
texe that the firet consul learned the fiS^TcST 
He immediately concluded that Mijas had cm^' 
wl***" ^yj '^^' ^^^S sent mes^n~rS*^ 

r^^h^"^^ '""i° "«'?' *« mountainsVthe 
Col di Cadibona, and march on the Scrivia%wWh 

^o«ld place, him in fte rear of Z enem^.ttj 
his whole.lme upon the strong position of Kella 
ft WM on the evemng after MontebeUo, tha(f kI 
WDessaix, whom Napoleon considered is second 
o^y to himself m military genius, arrived at head- 
quarters. Buonaparte had, as we have seen nn 
^^^.^mi'O^A^JlebeT to send dSx to 
france m the course of November. He had ttcenr^ 
^^ landed at Frejns shorUy after AeesSt 
ft^m S. *Sw'' government, where he found letters 
&om ttie chief consu^ uigmg him to join hhn witth 
out delay. In these letters Siere wer^ some melan- 
choly phrases, and Dessaix, who really loved NmS 
^n, was heard to say, «He has gained SaKt 
^ « not satisfied." A hundred XtaclcT row m 

^ ^ ^"^ ^S" ^""^e his friend so s%1dS 
as both wished. He was yet in France Mrh^nth'L 

«He"wmf ^"^ eapeW, Z't^MmS'l 
anH^r5 'Tf "" ""'l!,'"* *«''*>''* 'ravelled nigSt 
and day until he was able to throw himself into lis 

Si „f^T'?^° immediately gave him the com- 
& L' ^vi«on; and they spent the night tow- 
Ti, eonwrsing about the afiairs of Egwt. *^ 
«(♦; 1 ??** consul was anxious to tempt Melaa fn 
attack him at Stradella, where the gromi^^. 
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favounUe to eavaliy movements; bnt, after hftng 
there immolested for three days, he began to fear 
that tiw Austrian had resolved, either cm moving to 
the left flaadE, crossing the Ticino, occiQ)yiiig^ 
Miian, and so re-opening his commmiieation witE 
Vienna ;-^r, on falling iMtck to Genoa, ovenvhefan- 
jne SiM^t, and taking up a position where the Bri- 
tiw ieet could supplyhim with provisions — or even, 
in case of necessity, embark his army, cany it 
round to the other side of Italy, and by that means 
place him once^nore between his enemy and fSxs 
German states. Buonaparte, being perplexed wi^ 
these apprehensions, at last descended into the great 
plain of Marengo, on which he had, not witiiout rea- 
soQy feared to abide the onset of Melas and tiie 
Austrian horse. He was at Volghera on the 11th, 
and next day at St. Juliano, in the very centre of the 
plain; but still no enemy appeared. On the l$th, 
he advanced to the village of Marengo itself, and 
finding nothing even there but a scanty ont-post, 
which retreated before him, concluded certaiidy that 
Melas had given him the slip, and marched either to 
the left on uie Ticino, or to the ri^t on Genoa, tn 
great anxiety, he detached one division under Des- 
saix to watcn the road to Gafioa, and another under 
Murat towards the Sciivia. Dessaix was already 
half a day's Journey from the head-quarters, when 
Napoleon received intelligence which made him 
hastily recall all his detachments. The Austrian 
genend, after long hesitation, had at length resolved 
to let a fair field decide once more the »te of Italy. 
On the evening of the 13tfa, his whole army mus- 
tered in front of Alessandria, having only the river 
Bormida between them and the plain of Marengo ; 
and early in the following morning, they passed the 
stream at three several points, and advanced towards 
the French pocotion in as many columns. 
. The Austrians were full 40,000 strong ; while, in 
the absence of Dessaix and the reserve, Napoleon 
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could, at most, oppose to them 30,000, of whom 
only d,5O0 were cavalry. He had, however, no 
hesitation about accepting the battle. His ad- 
vaace, under Gardanne, occupied the small ham- 
let of Padre Bona, a little in front of Maren^^o. At 
that village, which overlooks a narrow ravme, the 
channel of a rivulet. Napoleon stationed Victor with 
the main hody of his first line— ;the extreme right of 
it restingr on Castel Ceholo, another hamlet admost 
paraQel \irith Marengo ; Kellerman, ^with a bri^de 
of cavalry, was posted immediately behind Victor 
for the protection of his flanks. A thousand yards 
in the rear of Victor was the second line, under 
Lannes, protected in like fashion by the cavalry of 
Ohampeaux. At about an equal distance, again, 
hehind Lannes, was the third line, consisting of the 
division of St. Cyr, and the consular guard, under 
Napoleon in person. The Austrian heavy infantry, 
on reaching the open field, formed into two lines, 
the first, under general Haddiek, considerably in 
advance before the other, which M^as himself com- 
manded, with genend Zach for his second. These 
moved steadily towards Marengo ; while the light 
infantry and cavalry, under general Elsnitz, made a 
detour round Castel Ceriolo with the puipose of 
outflanking the French right. 

Such was the posture of the two armies when this 
great battle began. Gardanne was unable to with- 
stand the shock, and, abandoning Padre Bona, fell 
back to strengthen Victor. A furious cannonade 
sdong the whole front of that position ensued : the 
tii^lleurs of either army posted themselves along 
the margins of the ravine, and fired incessantly at 
each other, their pieces almost touching. Cannon 
and musketry spread devastation every where — for 
the armies were but a few toises apart. For more 
than two hours Victor withstood singly the vigorous 
s^saidts of a far superior force ; Marengo had been 
taken and retaken several times, ere Lannes received 

Q2 
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orders to reinforce him. The aeoosd line at lemgA 
mdvancedjhat they found the finit in Tetreat, and Hie 
twocoips took up a second line of defence oooaider- 
ably to tiie rear of Marengo. Here thev werev 
again* charged fdriously— and again, afler eoetfaiate 
resistance, gave way. General Elsnitz, taeantiiiie, 
having ^cted his purpose, and fairiy marched 
round Castel Ceriolo, appeared on the right flank 
with his splendid cavalry, and began to poor his 
squadrons iqxm the retreating oohnms of Lannes* 
That ffallant chief formed his troops en seMem, and 
retired in admirable order^-but the retreat was now 
general ; and, had Melas pursued the advtoitage with 
all his reserve, the battle was won. But Ihat aged 
general (he was eighty-four years old) doubted not 
that he had won it already; and at this critical mo» 
mmit, being quite worn out with fatigue, withdrew 
to the rear, leaving Zach to continue what he con- 
sidered as now a mere pursuit. 

At the moment when the Austrian horse wete 
about to rush on Lannes^s retreating coips, the re- 
serve under Pessaix arrived on the oatslaits of the 
field. Dessaix himself, riding up to the first eonsel, 
said, " I thhik this is a battle lost."" «• I ^ink it is a 
battle won,^' answered Napoleon. ^ Do you push 
on, and I will speedilv rally the line behina you/'—* 
And in efiect the timely return of this reserve turned 
the fortune of the day. 

' Napoleon in person drew up the whole of his 
army on a third line of battle, and rode along the 
front, saying, ** Soldiers, we have retired far enough. 
Let us now advance. You know it is my custom 
to sleep on the field of battle." The enthusiasm of 
the troops appeared to be revived, and Dessaix pre^ 
pared to act on the offensive ; he led a fresh column 
of 5,000 grenadiers to meet and check the advance 
of Zach. The brave Dessaix fell dead at the first 
fire, shot through the head. '' Alas ! it is not per* 
mitted lo me to weep," said Napoleon ; and the fall 
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I Of %hBt Mored chief ledonbM the ftery of \on fbh 

I Jamerm The tort line of ihe Austrian inf«ntr3^ 

■ etwiged, howev^, wfth equal rei»lutidn. M tfcAt 

nomenl, Kellefnian'« hor«e came on them in flank; 

and beingf, by that unexjpected asi»attlt, broken, they 

^g efe , after a vain straggle, compelled to snrrender : 

«— general Zadi himself was hei«e made t>risoner. 

The Austrian colmnns behind, being flashed with 

▼ictory, wete adrancing too earetessly, and proved 

unable to resist the generad assault of the wh(^e 

French line, which now pressed onwards nnderthe 

ixninediate commuid of Napoleon.' Post ^ftet post 

^iraa carried. The noble cavalty ctf filsnitz, per- 

ceiriDg the infantry broken and retiring, lost heart ; 

and, instead of forming to protect weir retreat, 

tonied their hontes' heads, and galloped orer the 

piain, trampling down every thing in their way. 

when ibe rout«i army reached at length the Bor- 

mida, the confusion was indescribable. Hundreds 

were drowned— the river rolled red amid the corpses 

of horse and men. Whole corps, being nnable to 

effect the passage, smrendered: and at ten at night 

the Austrian commander with difficulty rallied the 

reamant of that magnificent array, cm the veiv 

ground which they had left the same morning in afi 

the confidence of victory. 

It is not to be denied that Napoleon was saved on 
this occasion by the arrival of the reserve under 
Dessaix, and the timely charge of Kelletman. On 
the other hand, it is impossible not to condemn the 
rashness with which the Austrian generals advanced 
after their first successes. 

The discomfiture of the imperialists was so great, 
that rather than stand the consequences of another 
battle, while Suchet was coming on their rear, they 
next dav entered into a negotiation. Melas offered 
to abandon Genoa and all the strong places in Pied- 
mont, Lombardy, and the Legations — ^provided Buo- 
naparte woidd allow him to march the remains of his 
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amiy unmolested to the rear of Mantosu Napoleon 
accepted this offer. By one battle he had regained 
nearly all that the French had lost in the unhappy 
Italian campaign- of 1799 : at all eTents, he had done 
enough to crown his own name with onriYalled 
splei^our, and to show that the French troqw were 
once more what they had used to be — ^when he was 
m the field to command them. He had another 
motive for closing with -the propositions of general 
Melas. It was of urgent importance to regain Ge- 
noa, ore an English army, which he knew was on its 
voyage to that port, could reach its destination. 

On the 17th of June, Napoleon returned in triumph 
to Milaiv where he formally re-established the Cisal- 
pine republic, and was present at a festival of lagfa 
state and magnificence. He then gave the oom* 
mand of the army of Italy to Massena; and ap- 
pointed Jourdan French mmister in Piedimont — in 
other words, governor of that dominion ; and set out 
on his journey to Paris. He halted at Lyons to lay 
the first stone of the new Place du BeUeeour^ erected 
on the ruins of a great square destroyed by the 
jacobins during the revolutionary madness; and 
reached the TuiUeries on the 2d of July. He had 
set out for Switzerland on the 6th of May. Two 
months had not elapsed, and in that brief space 
what wonders had been accomplished ! The enthu- 
siasm of the Parisians exceeded all that has been 
recorded of any triumphal entry. Night after niriit 
every house was illuminated ; and day following iky 
the people stood in crowds around the palace, con- 
tented if they could but catch one gUmpse of the 
preserver of France. 

The effusion of joy was the greater*-because the 
tale of victory came on a people prepared for other 
tidings. About noontide on the 14th of June, when 
the French had been driven out of Marengo, and 
were apparently in full and disastrous retreat, a 
commercial traveller left the field, and arriving^ 



after a rapid joamey^ ni Paris, aimounoed tiiat 
Suonaparte had beea UHerly defeated ^ Mete. It 
IB said that the lU-wishers of the first eotitfal hune* 
dkttely set oa foot an intrigue for removiiighiin from 
aihe govenunent, and investing Camot with the i^ief 
authority. It is not dot!rt>tM that many schemes of 
llostility had been agitated duting Napoleon^s ab- 
senee ; or that, amid sdl the clamour and splendour 
of his triomphant reception in Paris, he wore a 

goomy brow; nor has any one disputeid that, fiom 
Is time, he regarded (he person of Camot with 
jealousy and aversion. 

't*fae ti^gs of the mat battle, meanwhiley 
kindled the emulation of the Rhenish army; and 
Aiey burned with the earnest desire to do somethinff 
worthy of being recorded in the same page wi£ 
Marengo. But the chief consul, when he granted 
the armistice to Melas, had extended it to^e am^s 
on the German <hmtier likewise ; and Morgan, con- 
sequently, cduld not at once avail himself of tbHd 
eagerness of bis troops. The negotiations which 
ensued, however, wei^ unsuccessnil. The empe* 
ror, SDbsidized as he had been, must have found it 
Tety difficult to resist the remonstrances of England 
against the ratification of any peace in which she 
shoidd not be included; and it is natural to sup>- 
pose, that the proud spirit of the Austrian caMnet 
rerolted from setting the seal to an act of humilia- 
tion, not yet, as the English government insisted, 
absolutely necessary. News, meantime, were re- 
ceived, of the surrender of Malta to an Endish ex- 
pedition under lord Keith and sir Ralim Aber- 
crombie;* and this timely piece of good fortune 
breathed firedi spirit into the Antigafiican league. 
In fine, insmcenty and suspicion protracted, fiom 
day to day, a negotiation not destined to be con- 
cluded until more blood had been shed. 

• Sept.5,18QD. 
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During^ this anDistice, which lasted from the Idlh 
of June to the 17th of November, the exiled princes 
of the bouse of Bourbon made some more inef- 
fectiud endeavours to induce the chief consul to be 
the Monk of France. The Abbi§ de Montesquiou, 
secret agent for the count de Lille (afterward Louis 
XVIII*), prevailed on the third consul, Le Bran, to 
lay before Buonaparte a letter addressed to him by 
that prince — in these terms : ** You are very tardy 
about restoring my throne to me : it is to be feared 
that you may let the favourable moment slip. You 
cannot establish the happiness of France without 
me ; and 1, on the other hand, can do nothing for 
France without you. Make haste, then, and point 
out, yourself, the • posts and dignities which will 
satisfy you and your friends.*' The first consul 
answered thus : ^* I have'received your royal high* 
ness's letter. I have always taken a lively interest 
in your misfortunes and those of your family. Yoa 
must not think of appearing in France — ^you. could 
not do so without marching over five hundred thou- 
sand corpses. For the rest, I shall always be zeal- 
ous to do whatever lies within my power towards 
softening your royal highness's destinies, and 
making you forget, if possible, your misfortunee^." 
The comte D'Artois (now Charles X. of France) 
took a more delicate method of negotiating. He 
sent a very beautiful and charming lady, me du- 
chesse de Guiche, to. Paris : she, without difi^culty, 
gained access to Josephine, and shone, for a time, 
the most brilliant ornament of the consular court. 
But the moment Napoleon discovered the fair lady's 
errand, she was ordered to quit the capital within a 
few hours. These intriguesf however, could not fail 
to transpire ; and there is no doubt that, at this 
epoch, the hopes of the royalists were in a high 
state of excitement. 

Meantime, among the meaner orders of both the 
great parties, who regarded with aversion the sove- 
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reign authority of the chief consul, there wanted 
not hearts wicked enough, nor hands sufficiently 
d^rsperate^ for attempts far different from these. 
'Rie lawfulness, nay, the merit and the glory of 
tyrannicide, were ideas familiar to the jacobins of 
every degree ; and, during the years of miserable 
convulsion which followed the imprisonment and 
murder of Louis XVI., the royalist bands had often 
been Joined, and sometimes guided, by persons in 
'v^faom a naturally fanatical spirit, goaded by the 
sense of intolerable wrongs, dared to think of re- 
venge — ^no matter how ^ccomplished^—as the last 
and noblest of duties: nor is it wonderful that, 
amid a long-prQtracted civil war, when scenes of 
battle and slaughter were relieved oMy by the hard- 
ships of skulking in woods and the fears of famine, 
the character of others, originally both pure and 
gentle, had come to be degraded into a callous indif* 
ference or dark suUenness of temper,— rfit prepara- 
tives for deeds, the thought of which, in earlier 
and better days, would have been horror and 
loathing. 

It was among the jacobins, who had formerly 
worshipped Buonaparte as the '* child and cham- 
pion** of their creed, that the first schemes of assasp 
sination were agitated. An Italian sculptor, by 
name-Ceracchi, who had modelled the bust of Napo- 
leon while he held his court at Montebello, arrived 
in Paris, and, under pretence of retouching his work, 
solicited admissibn to the presence of the new Caesar, 
whose Brutus he had resolved to be. The occupa- 
tions of the consul did not permit of this ; and the 
Italian, having opened his purpose to Topineau, 
Lebrun, a painter, the adjutant-general Arena, Damer- 
ville, and others of kindred sentiments, arranged a 
plan by which Buonaparte was to have been sur- 
rounded and stabbed in the lobby of the opera- 
house. But one of the accomplices betrayed the 
conspiracy; and Ceracchi and his associates were 
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aivesled in tih« thaalre, at the momairt when tbey 
weie expecting d^eir Tiotim. 

This occurred towaid» the middle of August; 
and it has heea said tiiat the jacehiQ eonspifatorst 
being thiown into the saoke prison wita some 
despmradoes .of the Chonan faction, gave to these 
last the omhne of another s^ieme of assassinatkna* 
which had oMre nearly proved successful. This 
vas the plot of As Mtrmii tntMne. A cart was 
prepared to contain a wrel of gunpowder, strongly 
fastened id the midst of a <)uantity of grape-shot, 
which, being set on fire bya slow match, was to 
explode at the moment when Buonaparte was 
passing thrcmgh some narrow street, and scatter 
destiuction i^ every direction around it. The 
night selected was tlslat of the 10th of October, when 
the chief consul was expected to visit the c^ra, 
and the nuusfaine was planted in the Rue St. Nicaise, 
through which he nvust pass m his wav thither from 
the Tuilleries. Napoleon told his friends at St. 
Helena, that having h^boured hard all day, he felt 
himself overpowered with sleep after dinner, and 
that Josephine, who was anxious to be at the opera, 
had much difficulty in at last rousing and persuading 
him to go, ^ I fell fast asleep again,^ he 8ai4 
^ after I was in my carriage ; and, at the moment 
when the explosion took place, I was dreanaing 
of the danger I had undergone some years before 
in crossing the Tagliamento at midnight, by tiie 
light of torches, during a flood.'* He awoke, and 
exclaimed to Lanaes and Bessieres, who were with 
him in the coach, *^We are blown up.** Theat^ 
taidants would have 9topped the carriage, but, with 
great presence of mind, ne bade them drive as fast 
as they could to the theatre, which he alone of all 
tiie party entered with m unruled countenance. 
He had escaped most narrowly. The coachman, 
hi^pening to be intoxicated; drove more rapidly 
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than was his custom.* The) engine exploded faaU' a 
minute after the carnage had passed it^-kUliog 
twen^ persons, wounding fifty-thiBe (amobg whom 
ivas St. Regent, the assassin who fired the train), 
and shattering the windows of Jseveral houses on 
both sides of the street. 

The audience in the opera-house, when the news 
was diTul&^ed, testified their feelings with enthtt- 
siasm. Ine atrocity of the conspiracy roused uni- 
versal horror and indignation, mid invetted the per* 
son of the chief consul with a new species oi in« 
terest. The assassins Were tried fkirly, and <eze« 
cuted, glorymg in their crime : and, m the mo» 
mentaiy exaltation of all men's minds, an edict 
of the senate, condemning to perpetual exile 130 
of the most notorious leaders of the terrom^, was 
received with applause. Napoleon himself, how- 
ever, despised utterly the relics of that odious party; 
and the arbitrary decree in question was never put 
Into execution. 

The chief consul, nevertheless, was not slow to 
avail himself of the state <>f the public mind, in a 
manner more consistent with his prudence and far- 
isightedness. It was at this moment that the erec- 
tion of a new tribunal, caUed the Spitud Cmnmisswih 
consisting of eight judges, without jury, and without 
revision or appeal, was proposed to the legislative 
bodies. To tneir honour tne proposal was carried 
by very natrow majorities ; for after that judicature 
was established, the chief consul had, in effect, th^ 
means of disposing of all who were suspected of 
political offences, according to his own pleasure. 
Another law, which soon succeeded, and which 
authorized the chief magistrate to banish disaffected 
persons, as *' enemies <x the state,^ from Paris or 
from France, whenever such steps should seem pro- 
per, without the intervention of any tribunal wnat-^ 

* The man took the noise for Uiat t>f a inlate. 

Vol. L— R 
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ever, completed (if it was yet incomplete) the 
despotic nxkge of his power: and the police, 
managed as that fearful engine was by Fonche, 
presented him with the motit perfect means of car- 
rying his pmrposes into execution. 

How far these disturbances in the French capital 
might have contributed to the indecision of the 
Austrian cabinet during this autunm, we know not. 
Five months had now elapsed since the armistice 
after Maretgo; and the first consul, utterly dis- 
gusted with the delay, determined to resume arms, 
and to be first in the field. Between the 17th 
and 27th of November, his generals received orders 
to set all their troops once more in motion. Every 
where the Flinch arms had splendid success. 
Brune defeated the* Austrians on the Mincio, and 
advanced within a few miles of Venice. Macdonald 
occupied the mountains of the Tyrol, and was pre- 
pared to reinforce either the army of Italy or that 
of the Rhine, as might be desired. Moreau, finally, 
advanced into the heart of Germany, and was met 
by the archduke John of Austria, who obtained con- 
siderable advantages in an affair at Haag. The 
archduke, elated by this success, determined on a 

feneral engagement, and appeared in front of the 
rench on the evening of the 2d December, at Ho- 
henlinden, between the Inn and the Iser.* At seven^ 
on the morning of the 3d, the conflict began. Tlie 
deep snow had obliterated the tracks of roads; 

*^ The poet Campbell bas vivully painted the opening of the great 
batUe which followed. 

" On Linden, when the sun was low, 
All bloodless lay the untrodden snow, 
And dark s» winter was the flow 
Of Iser rolling rapidly: 

" But Linden saw another sight 
When the drums beat at dead of night, 
Commanding fires of death to ll^t 

The daiknefH of her scenery. " &c« 
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several Austrian columns were bewildered; and 
cither came not at all into their positions, or came too 
late. Yet the battle was obstinate and severe; 
10,000 imperialists were left dead on the field : and 
Moreau, improving his success, marched on imme- 
diately, and occupied Saltzburg. 
: The Austrian capital now lay exposed to the 
march of three victorious armies ; and the emperor 
was at last compelled to release himself from his 
English obligations, and negotiate in sincerity for a 
separate peace. Mr. Pitt himself considered the 

Erosecution of the continental war as for the time 
opeless. On reading the bulletin of Marengo, he 
said, ** Fold up, that map" (the map of Europe) ; " it 
will not be wanted for these twenty years." 

A definitive treaty was signed at Luneville on the 
9th February, 1801 ; by which the emperor, not only 
as head of the Austrian monarchy, but also in. his 
quality of chief of the German empire, guaranteed 
to France the boundary of the Rhine ; uiereby sa- 
crificing certain possessions of Prussia and other 
subordinate princes of the empire, as well as his 
own. Another article, extremely distasteful to Aus- 
tria, yielded Tuscany ; which Napoleon resolved to 
transfer to a prince of the house of Parma, in re- 
quital of the gOQd offices of Spain during the war* 
The emperor recognised the union of the Batavian 
republic with the French ; — and acknowledged the 
Cisalpine and Ligurian commonwealths; both vir- 
tually provinces of the great empire, over which the 
authonty of the first consul seemed now to be per- 
n^anently established. , 
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CHAPTER XVI, 

JfivrCMm OanfeSttrmtff maimgt MngUtnd^B^tUU of Cof 
MelMii't ruUnr-'X>eatk of Paul—Enedition to Bgn^* ««iar Sif 
Rml^ Abonromhw—BattU of ^lexomiMf—Catktiutt of Egffk^Tki^ 
fUml€tfBo^gni^---Jfl^otimtion$ witkEMglwtd^PetuetfJimieHM^ 

EHaLAMD alone remained steadfast in her hostility; 
and, as we shall presently see, the chief consul was 
even able to secure for mmself the alliance against 
her of some of the principal powers in Europe : 
but before we proceed to the eventful year of 1801, 
there are some incidents of a iiiinor order whicli 
must foe briefly roentic^ied. 

It has been already said that the half-crazy em- 
peror of Russia had taken up a violent persouat 
admiration fojr Buonaparte, ana, under the in^uence 
of that feeling, virtually abandoned Austria before 
the campaign of Marengo. I^apoleon took evei^y 
means to flatter the autocrat, ana secure him in his 
interests. Paul had been pleased to appoint hipi- 
self grand master of the ruined order of the knights 
of 8t. John. It was his not idle ambition to obtain, 
in this character, possession of the island of Malta ^ 
and Buonapavte r^inresented the refusal of the Eng^ 
Ush government to give up that strong hold as a 

' personal insult to Paul. Some 10,000 Russian pri- 
soners of war were not only sent back in safety, but 
new clothed and equipped at the expense of Prance ; 
and the autocrat 'was led to contrast this favourably 
with some alleged neglect of these troops on the 
part of Austria, when arranging the treaty of Lune- 
ville. Lastly, the queen of Naples, sister to the 

' German emperor, being satisfied that, after the battle 
of Marengo, nothing could save her husband^s Ita* 
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lisui dominions from fallings back into the hands of 
fiance (out of which they had been rescued, during 
Napoleon's Egyptian campaign, by the English, 
^cinder lord Nelson), took up the resolution of tra- 
^ellin^in person to St. Petersburg in the heart of 
the winter, and soliciting the intercession of Paul. 
The czar, egregiously flattered with being invoked 
in this fashion, did not hesitate to apply in the 
queen^s behalf to Buonaparte ; and the chief consul, 
well calculating the gain and the loss, consented to 
spare Naples for the present, thereby completing the 
blind attachment of that weak-minded despot. 
• At the same time when Nelson delivered Naples 
from the French, a party of English seamen, under 
commodore Trowbridge, had landed at the mouth 
of the Tiber, marched to Rome, and restored the 
pope. The French army, after the great victory 
which gave them back Lombardy and Piedmont, 
doubted not that the re-establishment of ^ the Ro- 
man republic" would be one of its next conse- 
quences. But Buonaparte, who had in the interim 
re-opened the churches of France, was now disposed 
to consider the affairs of the pope with very different 
eyes. In a word, he had already resolved to make 
use of the holy father in the consolidation of his 
own power as a monarch ; and, as the first step to 
this object, the government of the pope was now 
suffered to continue — ^not a little to the astonishment 
of the French soldiery, and to the confusion, it 
may be added, and regret of various powers of 
Europe. . 

The first consul, me^while, proceeded to turn the 
friendship of the Russian emperor to solid account. 
It has never, in truth, been difiicult to excite angry 
and jealous feelings among the minor maritime 
powers, with regard to the naval sovereignty of 
England. The claim of the right of searching neu-- 
tral ships, and her doctrine on the subject of block- 
ades, had indeed been recognised in many treaties 

R3 
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gf RoBsia, and by every maritime govemmeat in 
urope. Neverihelefw, the old grudge remaiiied; 
and Buonaparte now artfully em{doyed every en^ioe 
bf diplomacy to awaken a spirit of hostility against 
England, first in the weU-premired mind oi the ejBar» 
and then in the cabinets of Prussia, Denmark^ and 
Sweden. The result was, in effect, a coalition of 
these powers against the mistress of the seas ; azidy 
at the opening of the nineteenth century, England 
had to contemplate the necessity of encountering^, 
single-handed, the colossal military force of France^ 
and the combined fleets of Europe. To deepoi the 
shadows of her prospects at that great crisis of her 
history, the people suffered severely under a scarcity, 
of food, in consequence of bad harvests ; aad the 
efforts which England made, under such mi accu- 
mulation of adverse circumstances, must ever be 
treasured among the proudest of her national recol*' 
lections. 

In January, 1801, the first imperial parliament of 
Great Britain and Ireland assembled ; and, shortly 
afterward, in consequence of a difference of opinion, 
touching the Roman Catholic question, between 
George III. and Mr. Pitt, that g^eat minister re* 
si^ed his office, and a new cabinet was formed, 
with Mr. Addington (now viscount Sidmouth) at its 
head. These changes were a new source of em-> 
barrassment; yet the prosecution of the war was 
urged with undiminished vigour. 

Early in March, admiral Sir Hyde Parker and 
vice-admiral lord Nelson conducted a fleet into the 
Baltic, with the view of attacking the northern 
powers in their own harbours, ere they could effect 
their meditated junction with the fleets. of France 
and Holland. The English passed the Sound on 
the iSth of March, and reconnoitred the road of 
Copenhagen, where the crown-prince, regent of 
l>emnark, had made formidable preparations to re- 
ceive them. It was on the 2d of April that Nelson, 
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x^rho had volunteered to lead the assault, having at 
lengfth obtained a favourable triad, advanced with 
t^irelve ships of the line, besides frigates and fire- 
sbips, upon the Danish annament, which consisted 
of six sail of the line^ eleven floating batteries, and 
an enofmous array of small craft, all chained to 
each other and to the ground, and protected by the 
erown-batteries, mounting eighty-eight guns, and 
tiie fortifications of the isle of Amaek. The battle 
lasted for four hours, and ended in a signaQ victory. 
Some few schooners and bomb-vessels fled early, 
spd escaped: the whole Danish fleet besides were 
wmk, burned, or taken. The prince^regent, to save 
the capital from destruction, was compelled to enter 
into a negotiation, which ended in the abandonment 
of the French alliance by Denmaric. Lord Nelson 
then reconnoitred Stockholm ; Jt>ut, being unwilling 
to inflict unnecessary suflering, did not injure the 
city, on discovering that the Swedish fleet had 
alrea'dy put to sea. Meantime, news arrived that 
Paul had been assassinated in his palace at St. Pe- 
tersbivg; and that the policy which he had adopted, 
to the displeasure of the Russian nobility, was likely 
to find no favour with his successor. The moving 
spirit of the northern confederacy was, in eflect, 
no more, and a brief negotiation ended in its total 
disrupture.* 

In the same month of March, the British arms 
were crowned with a more pleasing triumph in a 
more distant region. From the time when Buona- 
parte landed in Egypt, the occuj^ation of that coun- 
try by a French army, and its possible consequences 

• For tbe details of the batUe of Oopenhagen iee Soutbey*a Lift of 
Nelson. Ttiat coaflict baa been celebratecl, in a noble lyric, by 
Campbell— 

t* Of Nelson and the north 

Sing tbe glorious day's renown, 
VVhPii to hvMe fierce came fortli 
All the migljt of Denmarlc^s frown," kc. 
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to our empire in the east^ had formed a subject oi 
anxious solicitude in the cabinet of St James*3 ; 
and the means for attacking the army which Napo* 
leon had intrusted to Kleber, had, at length, been 
combined and set in motion, in opposition to the 
sentiments both of the king and Mr. Pitt, by the bold 
spirit of lord Melville, then at the head of the Indian 
board of control. The fleet of lord Keith, carrying 
Sir Ralph Abercrombie and his army, were already 
in possession of Malta; another army of 7000, com- 
posed partly of English troops and partly of sea« 
poys, nad been despatched from India,, and up' 
proached Egypt by way of the Red Sea ; and, lastlj^ 
the Ottoman porte was prepared to co-operate with 
general Abercrombie, whenever he shoidd effect a 
landing in the neighbourhood of Alexandria. That 
event occurred on the 13th of March ; the JBritish 
troops disembarking in the face of the French, who* 
were very strongly posted, and, at length, driving 
them from the shore. On the 21st, a general en- 
. gagement took place in front of Alexandria; and 
Sir Ralph Abercrombie fell, mortally wounded, in 
the moment of victory. General Hutchinson (now 
earl of Donoughmore), on whom the command de- 
volved, pursued the advantage. Kleber, who by his 
excellent administration had earned the title of the 
J^tst Sultan, had been assassinated by an obscure 
fanatic on the same day when Dessaix died glo- 
riously at Marengo ; and Menou, who succeeded to 
thfe command of the French army in Egypt, was 
found wholly incapable of conducting either the 
civil or the military business of the colony to ad- 
vantage. He shut himself up in Alexandria with 
the relics of the army defeated on the 21st. The 
English, forthwith, let the sea into the lake Ma- 
reotis : the capital was thus made an island, and all 
communication with the country cut off. Hutchin- 
son was now joined by the Turkish capitan-pacha 
and 6000 men ; and intelligence reached him that the 
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Indian feinforcem^t under general Baird, had 
landed at Cossire. Rosetta was soon captured; 
Tiadf after various skirmishes, Cairo was invested. 
On the 98th of June, general Belliard and a garrison 
oi 13,000 surrendered* on condition that they should 
be transported in safety to 'France : and Menou, 
perceiving that defence was hopeless, and famine at 
tend, followed, ere long, the same exanq^e. Thus, 
m 0DB brief campaign, was Egypt entirely rescued 
irom the arms of France. But even that great ad« 
vantage was a trifle, when compared with the sti« 
mulufl afforded to national confidence at home, by 
this timely re-assertion of the character of the 
Bngliah army. At sea we had never feared an 
enemy ; but the victories of Abercrombie destroyed 
a fatal prejudice which had, of recent days, gained 
ground, — ^that the military of Great Britain were 
mfit to cope with those of revolutionary France. 
Var should it be forgotten, that if Abercrombie had 
the glory of first leading English soldiers to victory 
4>ver ^e self-styled invincwle$ x>f Buonaparte, lie 
owad the means of his success to the admirable 
exertions of the duke of York, in reforming the 
^sei^ine of the service as commander-in-chief. 

On learning the fate of Egsrpt, Buonaparte ex- 
dfumed, '' Well, there remains only the descent on 
Britain f* and in the course nf a few weeks, not less 
than 100,000 troops were assembled on the coasts 
of France. An immense £k>tilla of fiat-bottomed 
boi^ was prepared to carry them across the chan* 
nd, whenever, by any favourable accident, it should 
he clear of the English fleets ; and both the soldiery 
and the seamen of the invading armament were 
trained and practised incessantly, in every exercise 
and manoeuvre likely to be of avail when that long- 
looked-for day should arrive. . These preparations 
were met as might have been expected, on the part 
of the English government and nation. Lord Nelson 
was placed in command of the channel fleet ; and 
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the regular army was reinforced on shore by a mul- 
titude of new and enthusiastic volunteers ; men a£ 
adl parties and ranks joining heart and hand in the 
great and sacred cause. Lord Nelson more than 
once reconnoitred the flotilla assemUed at Bou- 
logne, and at length attempted the daring move- 
ment of cuttingout the vessels, in the teeth of all 
the batteries. The French boats being chained to 
the shore, crowded with soldiery, and placed inune- 
diately under the fortifications, the attempt was un- 
successful; but the gallantry with which it was 
conducted struck new terror into the hearts of the 
French marine, and Nelson, continuing to watch the 
channel with unsleeping vigilance, the hopes of the 
first consul, ere long, sunk. 

The successes of the English in the Baltic and in 
Egypt were well calculated to dispose Napoleon 
for negotiation ; and the retu^ment of Mr. Pitt, wlio 
was considered throughout Europe as the author 
and very soul of the anti-revolutionary war, was 
not without its influence. On the other hand^ Na- 
poleon's mighty successes against the German em- 
peror had been followed up this same year by the 
march of a French and Spanish army into Portugal, 
in consequence of which that last ally of England 
had been compelled to submit to the general fate of 
the continent. On both sides there existed the 
strongest motives for accomniodation ; and, in 
efiect, after a tedious negotiation, the preliminaries 
of ^ace were signed, on the 10th of October, .at 
Amiens. By this treaty, England surrendered idl 
the conquests which she had made during the war, 
except Ceylon and Trinidad. France, on the oilier 
hand, restored what she had taken from Portugal, 
and guaranteed the independence of the Ionian is- 
lands. Malta was to be restored to the Knights of 
St. John, and declared a fVee port : neither England 
nor France was to have any representatives in the 
order; and the garrison was to consist of the troops 
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of a neutral power. This article was that which 
OQst the greatest difficulty — ^and Malta was destined 
to form the pretext, at least, for the re-opening of 
tlie war at no distant date. 

Meantime, except by a small party, who thought 
tliat JBngland should never make peace unless the 
Hourbon family were restored to the throne- of 
France, this news was received with universal satis- 
faction throughout Great Britain. ''It was," as 
Mr. Sheridan summed up the matter, " a peace 
which all men were glad of, and of which no man. 
could be proud.*' The definitive treaty was signed 
on the 25th of March, 1803 ; and nothing could sur- 
pass the demonstrations of joy on this occasion, 
both in London and in Paris, or the enthusiastic 
display of good-will with which the populace of 
either capital welcomed the plenipotentianes. 



CHAPTER XVIL 



}»eaesof Amietu-^The Concordat— The I^egion of JSbnour-^Buona- 
ptiiiB Prendont of tho Oioalpmo Republic— FirH Consul for Life 
"C/rand Mediator of the Helvetic Confederacf—St, Domint^-' 
Tbuetamt V Ouvertwre—Diaeatief action of England— Trial of 
Peltier— Lord Whitworth— Rupture of the Peace of Amiens— De- 
temUom of English TraoelUre m France, 

The peace of Amiens, like that of Campo-Formio, 
turned out a mere armistice. It was signed in the 
midst of mutual suspicion ; and the audacious am- 
bition of the French government, from the very day 
of its ratification, accumulated the elements of an 
inevitable rupture. The continent, however, had 
been virtually shut against the English for ten years ; 
and now, in the first eagerness of curiosity, travel- 
lers of all ranks, ages, and sexes poured across the 
channel, to contemplate, with their own eyes, the 
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tfcenes and effects of the many wonderM d^edi^ 
and dianges which had been wrought since the out- 
breaking of the French rerolntion. The chief xM^ 
ject of curiosity was Napoleon himself ; and Enfi^IisIl 
statesmen, of the highest class, were among m>se 
who now thronged tM lerees of the Tuilleries. Mr. 
Foxt in particidar, seems to have been courted and 
caressed by the chief consul ; and these two great 
men parted with feelings of mutual admiration. 
Our countrymen, in general, were received in Parts 
with extraordinary attentions and civilities; and, 
for a brief space, the establishment of friendly feel- 
ings between the two nations was confidently ex- 
pected* 

The Engtish were agreeably disappointed with the 
ccmdition of Paris. To their great surprise they 
found the consular court already anrangea, in many 
particulars, upon the old model of the monarchy, 
and daily approximating to that example, step by 
step* Josephine had restored, titles alone excepted, 
the old language of polite intercourse: CUoyenne 
had been replaced by Madame ; and CU&yen was 
preparing to make way for Monsieur. The emigrant 
nobility had flocked back in great numbers; and 
Buonaparte, dispensing with the awkwud services 
of his aids-decamp in the interior of the palace, 
was now attended by chamberlains and other 
officers of state — chosen, for the most part, from 
the highest families of the monarchy, ana who stu- 
diously conducted themselves towards the chief 
consul exactly as if the crown of Louis XVI. had 
descended to him by the ordinary laws of inherit- 
ance. Napoleon himself, if we may believe Madame 
de Stael, had the weakness to affisct, in many trivial 
matters, a close imitation of what his new attendants 
reported to have been the personal demeanour of 
the Bourbon princes. His behaviour, as the holder 
of a court, was never graceful. He could not, or 
would not, control the natural vehemence of hiaf 
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tenqter, and ever and anon confounded tlie old race 

of coortiers, by ebullitions whicb were better suited 

to tbe camp than the saloons of the Tuilleries. But 

•vrhenever he thought fit to converse with a nuin 

capsMe of understanding hkn, the consul failed not 

to csneate a very lively feeling in his own favour ; 

^md, meantimey Joseplune was admirably adapted to 

supply his deficiencies in the management of circles 

and festivals* 

The labour which Napoleon underwent at this 
periodt when he was consolidating tlie administra* 
timi' throughout France (in every department of 
which intolerable confusion had arisen during the 
wars and tumults of the preceding years), excited 
the astonishment of all who had access to his pri- 
vacy« He exhausted the energies of secretaiy alter 
secretary; seemed hardly to feel the want of sleep; 
and yet jiustained the impaialleled fatigue without 
^ving recourse to any stimulus stronger than 
lemonade. Of tiie many great measures adopted 
and perfected during this short-lived peace we may 
notice in particular the following :-r- 

A decree of the senate^ dated d6thof April, ISOS', 
allowed all emigrants to ketum to France, provided 
they chose to do so within a certain space of time, 
and to jdedge allegiance to the consular govern- 
ment; and offered to restore to such persons what- 
ever property of theirs, having been confiscated 
during the revolutioii, still remained at the disposal 
of Uie state. From this amnesty abcut $00 persons, 
however, were excepted ; these were arranged under 
Ave heads, viz. those who had headed bodies of 
royalist insurgents; who had served in the armies 
oi the allies ; who had belonged to the household of 
the Bourbons during their exile ; who had been agents 
in stirring up foreign or domestic war; and lastly, 
generals, admirals, representatives of the people, who 
had been banished for treason to the republic, to- 
gether with bishops who were obstinate in refilling 
Vol. I.— S 
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to accept of the conditions on which the exercise of 
eccleBiasticfil functions had been sanctioned by ib» 
consuls. The event, in a great measure, ju^ified 
the prudence of this mercifuledict. The fiur greater 
port of the emigrants returned, and became peaoeM 
subjects of Napoleon— ^ven although the restoration 
of forfeited property never took place to any thing- 
like the promised extent. Napoleon, havine yielded 
back a few princely estates to their rightful lords, 
was, it is said, made aware, by sufficiently signifi- 
cant behaviour on their parts, that they had now ob- 
tained all they wished, and would not in future 
trouble themselves to merit hitf favour. A few in- 
stances of haughty ingratitude may, very probably, 
have occurred; but uie consul, in breaking his 
word with the despoiled emigrants as a body, viras 
preparing for himself dangers greater than those he 
removed by permitting their return to France. 

A still more important measure was that by which 
the Romish religion was finally re-established as the 
national faith. The sparing of the papal domuiion 
after Marengo, and the re-opening of the churches 
in France, were the preliminaries of the peace which 
was, at length, signed on the 18th of September, 
1802, between the pope and the revolutionary go- 
vernment. This famous concordat was the work of 
Napoleon himself, who seems to have met with more 
opposition, whenever he touched the matter of reli- 
gion, than the men of the revolution, with whom he 
consulted, thought fit to exhibit on any other occa- 
sions whatever. The question was argued one even- 
ing, at great length, on the terrace of the garden at 
Buonaparte^s favourite villa of Malmaison. The 
chief consul avowed himself to be no believer in 
Christianity ; '' But religion," said he, " is a princif^e 
which cannot be eradicated from the heart of man." 
*' Who made all that 1" said Napoleon, looking up to 
the heaven, which was clear and starry. ^ But last 
Sunday evening," he continued, "I was walking 
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here alone when the church bells of the village oi 
Ruel rung at sunset. I was strongly moved, sa 
vividly did the image of eaiiy days come back with 
that sound. If it l^ thus with me, what must it be 
with others? — In re-establishing the church," he 
added, ^ I consult the wishes of the great majority 
of my people." 

Yolney, the celebrated traveller, was present. 
^'Yott speak of the majority of the people," said 
he ; ** if that is to be the rule, recall tne Bourbons 
to-morrow." Napoleon never conversed with this 
bold infidel afterward. 

The concordat gave no satisfaction to the high 
Catholic party, who considered it as comprehending 
arrangements wholly unworthy of the dignity of itiB 
pope, and the destruction of the authority of the 
church* The great minority of the nation, ho^vever, 
were wise enough to be contented with conditions 
which the Vatican had been pleased to admit. The 
chief articles were these : I. The Roman Catholio 
religion is recognised as the national faith. II. The 
pope, in concert ^ith the French government, shall 
make a new division of diocesses, requiring, if ne- 
cessary, the resignation of any existing prelate. 
III. Yacaiit sees now and henceforth shafl be filled 

Sr the pope on nomin&ti&ns hy the government IV« 
o bishops shall hold their sees imless they swear 
allegiance to the government, and adopt a ritual in 
which prayers are offered up for the consuls. V. 
The church livings shall be, like the diocesses, re- 
arranged ; and the cures be appointed by the bishop, 
but not without the approbation of the government. 
VI. The French government shall make provision 
for the prelates and clergy, and the pope renounces 
for ever all right to challenge the distribution of 
diurch proper^ consequent on the events of the 
revolutionary period. 

The pope, in acceding to these terms, submitted 
to "the exigence of the times, which," said his holi- 
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nesfl in the deed itsrtf, ^ lays itcrTioIencer even npoii 
08." . The most bitter point of exeeution was ^t 
which regfacrded the bisnops — the fieat majerity of 
whom were yet in exile. These prelaies were sum- 
moned to send m, each separately, and wilhin fifteen 
^ys, his acceptance of the terms of the concoriatt 
or nis resig^nation of his see. Thus taken by sur* 

Srise, having no means of consnljbttion, and eensi- 
erin? the concordat as fatal to the T^;hts of the 
churcii, and the pope's assent as exiorM by mere 
necessity, almost au of them, to thehr honom* be it 
said, declined complying Vith either of these de* 
mands. That these bisnops should prefer poverty 
and exile to submission, was not likely to mcrsase' 
fine popcdarity of the concordat with ike more deviant 
part of the .nation. Meantime, the self«ca]led |^- 
losophers looked on with scorn ; and the republi- 
cans, of every sect, re^rded with anger and indig- 
nation a course of policy which, as they justly a^p- 
prehended, provided for the re-^stablismnent of me 
church, sofely because that was considered as the 
likeliest means of re-establishing the monarehy— 4a 
a new dynasty indeed, but with ^, or more than all, 
the old powers. 

In moments of spleen, Napoleon is said to have 
occasionally expressed his regret that he iriioold ever 
have had recourse to this concordat: bat at St. 
Helena, when looking back calmly, he said that it 
was so needful a measure that had there been no 
pope, one ought to Imve been created for the oeea- 
sion. 

The name of the first consul wds now introduced 
into the church service at least as often as that of 
the king had used to be. The cathedral of Notre 
D^me was prepared for the solemn reception of the 
concordat. Napoleon appeared there with the state 
and retinue of a monarch ; and in every part of the 
ceremonial the ancient rules were studiously at- 
tended to. The prelate who presided was the same 
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aTohbishop of Aix who had preached the coronation 
sennon of Louis XVI. 

It was not easy, however, to procure the attend- 
ance of somcf of the revolutionary generals of Uie 
true republican race. Berthier had invited a large 
pwrty of thein long beforehand to breakfast : he car- 
ried them from thence to the levee of the chief con- 
sul, and they found it impoi^sible not to join in the 
procession. Buonaparte asked one of these per- 
sons, after the ceremony was over, what he thought 
of it 1 ** It was a true Capucinade^'" was the answer. 
Tt) another of th^se, whom he thought less sincere, 
he said, with a smile, ** Things, you see, are return- 
ing to the old order." *« Yes," the veteran replied, 
** all returns— all but the two milUons of Frenchmen 
who have died for the sake of destroying the very 
system which you are now re?building." These 
oiBcers are said to have paid dearly for their un- 
courtly langui^. Moreau was not to be tampered 
with by Berthier.* The chief consul personally in- 
vited him to be present at the Te Deum m Notre 
Dame,Hp attend afterward at the consecration of 
some colours, and, lastly, to dine at the Tuilleries. 
Moreau answered, '* I accept the last part of your 
invitation." 

A third great measure, adopted about the same 
period, was received with miqualided applause. 
This was the establishment of a national system of 
education, the necessity of which had been much 
felt, since the old universities and schools under the 
management of the clergy had been broken up 
amid the first violence of the revolution. The 
Polytechnic School, established mider the direction 
of Monge, dates from this epoch; and furnished 
France, in the sequel, with a long train of eminent 
men for every department of the public service. 

It was now also that the chief consul commenced 
the great task of providing France with a uniform 
code of laws. He himself took constantly an 

S a 
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earnest sliaM in the d^berations of ihe jmists, wiio 
were employed in this gigantic undertaking; and 
afltonished them hf the acfmiraUe obeerratioDs 
which hi0 native sagacity suggested, in relation td 
matters commonly considered as wholly ont of ^le 
reach of unprofessional persons. But of the new 
eode we shul have occasion to speak hereaHer. 

Buonaparte at this period devised, and began to 
put into execution, innumerable public works, of 
the highest utilitv. The inland navigation of Lan- 
guedoc was to oe made com|dete: a great eanai 
between the Yonne and the Saonne was begun, mr 
the purpose of creating a perfect water communica- 
tion quite across the republican dominion — limn 
Marseilles to Amsterdam. Numbeiless bridges, 
loads, museums, were plaimed; and the vain were 
flattered with rising mimiiments of magaificouse, 
while tiie wise recognised in every such display the 
depth and forecast of a genius made for empire. 

Thus far the measures of the consulate may be 
said to have carried with them the approbation of 
all but a few individuals. They were accompanied 
or followed by proceedings, some of ^n^nch roiued, 
or strengthened and confirmed, sentiments of a veiy 
different description among various important classes 
of the French community ; while others were well 
calculated to revive the suspicion of all the neigh^ 
bouring nations. 

It is said that the first idea of the legkm of -honour 
arose in the breast of Napoleon oh witnessing one 
day, from a window at the Tuilleries,the admiratioi 
with which the crowd before the palace regarded 
the stars and crosses worn by the marquis Lucche- 
sini, ambassador of Prussia, as he descended irom 
his carriage. The republican members of the senate 
could not be persuaded that the institution of an 
order, with insignia, was any thing but the first step 
to the creation of a new body of nobility; and they 
resisted the proposed measure with considerable 
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fMrtinacity. Ob this head, as on that of the con- 
cordat with the pope, the chief consul condescended 
to enter personally into discussion with the oluef 
persons who differed from his opinion, or snspected 
iiBi intentions : and if any, who heard l^s language 
on this oecasion, doubted' that both nobility and 
monarchy were designed to follow hard behind the 
legion of honour, they must have been singularly 
slow of understan^g. Berihier had called ribbonUi 
and crosses **the playthings of monarchy,'' and 
cited the Romans or odd as "having no system of 
hoDomry rewards^" " They are always talking to 
OS oftheRomans,** said Buonaparte. "TheRcraSuis 
had patricians, knights, -citizens, and slaves: — for 
each class different dresses and different manners — 
honofaiy reconqpenses for every species of merit-* 
mural crowns— civic orowns^-ovatione^-triumphs 
--iitles. When the noble band of patricians lost 
its influence, Rome fell to piece»*«-the people were 
vile rafal^e. It was then that you saw the fury of 
Marias, the proscripticms of Sylla. and afterward of 
the envpeiors. In like manner, Brutus is talked of 
as the enemy of tyrants : he was an aristocrat, who 
stabbed Cassar, because Ceesar wished to lower the 
authority of the noble senate. You talk of cfdid^s 
riitt[e»— be it so : it is with such rattles that men are 
led. 1 would not say that to the multitude ; but in 
a council of statesmen one may speak the truth. I 
do not believe that the French peoi^e love l^rty 
and equality. Their character has not been changed 
in ten years : they are still what their ancestors, the 
Oauls, were, vain and light. They are susceptiMe 
bat of one sentiment— /honour. It is riffht to afibrd 
nourishment to this sentiment, and to allow of dis- 
tinctions. Observe how the people bow before the 
decorations of foreigners. Voltaire calls the com- 
mon soldiers AUxawUrs at five sous a day. He was 
right : it is just so. Do you imagine that you can 
make men fight by reasoning? Never. You must 
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bribe them with glory, distlnctionsy rewaids. To 
come to the point; during ten years there has been 
a talk of institations. Where are theyT All has 
been overturned : our business is to build up. There 
is a government with certain powers : as to all the 
rest of the nation, what is it but grains of sand? 
Before the republic can be definitely established, 
we must, as a foundation, cast some blocks of srnuute 
on the soil of F^ce. In fine, it is ajpreed that we 
have need of some kind of institutions* If this 
legion of honour is not approved, let some other be 
suggested. I do not pretend that it alone will save 
the state ; but it will do its part." Such were the 
words of Napoleon when the scheme was in prepa- 
ration. Many years afterward, in his exile at St. 
Helena, he thus spoke of his order. ** It was the 
reversion of every one who was an honour to his 
country, stood at the head of his profession, and 
contributed to the national prosperity and glory. 
Some were dissatisfied because the decoration was 
alike for officers and soldiers ; others because it was 
given to civil and military merit indiscriminatdy. 
But if ever it cease to be the recompense of the 
brave private, or be coi^ned to soldiers alone, it will 
cease to be the legion of honour." 

On the 15th of May, 1802, the legion of honour 
was formally instituted, and crosses widely dis- 
tributed among the soldiery, and among citizens of 
almost all professions. 

The personal authority of the future emperor, 
meantime, was daily widening and strengthening. 
After the consulate was established in France, some 
corresponding change in the government of tiie Ci- 
salpine republic was judged necessary, and Napoleon 
took care that it should be so conducted as to give 
himself not only permanent, but whoUy indepen^nt, 
power beyond the Alps. A convention of 460 Ita- 
lian deputies was summoned to meet at Lyons; and 
there Talleyrand was ready to dictate the terms of 
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a new conBtitntion, by which the executive functions 
wete to be lodged in a president an^vice-presicfent, 
the legislative in a council chosen from three elec- 
toral colleges. It was next proposed that ]6non^- 
parte shoidd be invited to take on him the offlice of 
piesident^Boonaparte, it w^ studiously explain^ed, 
not as cMef consul of France, but in his oWn indi- 
▼i^ial capacity. He repaired to Lyon« in person; 
and having harangued the convention in the Italian 
tongue, assumed the dignity thus conferred on him 
on the 2d of January, 1803. 

The next^ step was to prolong the period' of hiil 
French consulate. Chabot de L'AUier, his creature; 
moved in the tribunate that the conservative senate 
should be requested to mark the national feelings 
of gratitude by conferring some new honour on 
Napoleon. The senate proposed accordingly that 
he shoiild be declared consul .for a second period of 
ten years, to commence on the expiration of his 
pesent magistracy. He thanked them; but suid 
he could not accept of any such prolongation of his 
power except from the suffirages of the people. To 
the people the matter was to be referred ; but the 
second and third consuls, in preparing the edict* of 
the senate for public inspection and ratification, were 
instructed by their master-colleague to introduce an 
important change in its terms. The question whicS 
they sent down was, ^ Shall Buonaparte be chief 
consul for life?" No mention was made of ten 
years. Books were opened as on a foimer occasion : 
the officers of government in the departments well 
knew in what method to conduct the business, and 
the voice of the nation was declared to be in favour 
of the decree. Some few hundreds of sturdy repub- 
licans alone recorded their opposition; «td Camot, 
\ Who headed them, said he well knew he was signing 
his own sentence of exile. But Napi^eon was 
strong enough to dispense with any such severities. 
Camot remained in safety, but out of office, until, 
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many years afterward, his senrices were tendered 
and accepted on the entrance of foreign InTaders 
into France. Buonaparte was proclauned consul 
for life on the 15th of May. 

Shortly afterward, in the committee oociqMed 
with the code, Napdleon entered upon a lonff di«ioi- 
sition in favour of the Roman law of ado]^on i 
urging, with intrepid logic, that an heir se chosen, 
ought to be even dearer than a son. Tlie object of 
this harang\ie was not difficult of detection. Napo- 
leon had no longer any hope of having children by 
Josephine; and meditated the adoption of one of 
his brother's sons as his heir. In the course of the 
autumn a simple edict of the conservative senate 
authorized him to appoint his successor in the con- 
sulate by a testamentary deed. * By this act (Aug. 
/foZ 3, 1703) a new dynasty was called to the throne of 
France. The farce of opening books in the depart-^ 
ments was dispensed with. Henceforth the word» 
" Liberty^ Equaliiy^ Sovereignty of ike PeopU^^ dis- 
appeared from the state papers and official docu- 
ments of the government — ^nor did the change attract 
much notice. The nation had a master, and sat 
by, indifferent spectators; while he, under whose 
sway life and property were considered safe, dis- 

Eosed of political rights and privileges according^ to 
is pleasure.* 

* 8m Wordswoith*B venes, " written at Calati, the 15th Aug. IfiOS," 
Iq which the indifTerence of tlie people ie contrasted with their entha- 
iiami in the early days of the revolution. 

" Feeti vals have I seen that were not names :— 
Thii la young Buonaparte's natal day ; 
And bti la henceforth an establish'd sway, 
Cooflul for lift. With woiahip France proclaims 
Her approbation, and with pomps and fpunes. 
Heaven grant that otiier cf nes may be gay ! 
Calais is not : and I have bent my way 
To the seacoaat, noting that each man fhuues 
His business as he likes. Another time 
That was, when I was here long yean ago : 
The senselessness of joy was ihrn 8!iblim<> I" &c. 
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This year was distinguished by events of another 
order, and not likely to be contemplated with indif- 
ference by the powers of Europe. After the peace 
of Amiens was ratified, certain treaties, which the 
chief consul had concluded with Turkey, Spain, 
and Portugal, and hitherto kept profoundly secret, 
were made known. The porte, it now appeared, 
had 3rielded to France all the privileges of commerce 
which that government had ever conceded to the 
most favoured nations. Spain had agreed that 
Parma, after the death of the reigning prince, should 
be added to the dominions of France : and Portugal 
had actually ceded her province in Guyana. In 
eveiy quarter of the world the grasping ambition of 
Buonaparte seemed to have found some prey. 

Nearer hun, in the mean time, he had been pre- 
paring to strike a blow at the independence of Swit- 
zerland, and virtually unite that countiy also to his 
empire. The contraetinff parties in the treaty of 
Luneville had ^ararUeed the independence of the 
Helvetic republic, and the unquestionable right of 
the Swiss to model their government in what form 
they pleased. There were two parties there as 
elsewhere— one who desired the full re-establish- 
ment of the old federative constitution^ — another 
who preferred the model of the French republic 
"one and indivisible." To the former party the 
small mountain cantons adhered— the wealthier and 
aristocratic cantons to the latter. Their disputes at 
last swelled into civil war— <and the party who pre- 
ferred the old constitution, being headed by the 
gallant Aloys Reding, were generally successful. 
Napoleon, who had fomented their quarrel, now, 
unasked and unexpected, assumed to himself the 
character of arbiter between the contending parties. 
He addressed a letter to the eighteen cantons, in 
which these words odcur .• — ** Your history shows 
that your intestine wars cannot be terminated, except 
through the intervention, of France.. I 'had, it is 
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true, resolved not to intenneddle in voor 

but I cannot remain insensible to tbe •distress ef 
wbicb I see yoa the prey :— -I recall my lesolutioii 
of neutrality-*! consent to be tbe miBdiator ia your 
differonces/' Sapp, adjutant-general, was the bearer 
of this insolent manifesto. To cut short all ^scos* 
Mon, Ney eateffed Switzerland at the head of 40^000 
troops. Resistance was hopeless. Aloys Bedin^ 
dismissed bis brave foUowers, was arrested, and 
imprisoned in the castle of Aarburg. The goveni- 
ment was arranged according to the good fietuKoe 
of Napoleon, who henceforth added to his other 
titles mat of ''grand mediator of the H^vetie 
republic/^ Switzerland was, in effect, degraded 
into a province of France ; and became bound to 
maintain an army of 16,000 men, who were to be at 
the disposal, whenever it should please him to re- 
quire their aid, of the grand mediator. England 
sent an envoy to remonstrate against this signal and 
unprovoked rapacity : but the raier powers suflBered 
it to pass without any formal opposition. The suf- 
fering[s, however, of Al<^s Reoing and his brave 
associates, and this audacious crushing-down of the 
old flpirit of Swiss freedom and independence, were 
heara of throughout all Europe with deep indigna* 
tion. 

Feelings of the same kind were nourished every 
where by the results of an expedition which BwMia> 
parte sent before the close of 1801 to St. DonungOf 
for the purpose of reconquering Ih9t island to Franee, 
The black and coUnired population had risen, at the 
revokUionary period, upon their white masters, and 
after scenes of terrible slau^^ter and devastation, 
emancipated themselves. . The chief authority was, 
by degn^esj vested in Toussamt li^Ouverfewe, a 
negro, who, during the war, displ{iyed the ferecity 
of a barbarian, but after its conelusion, won the 
applause and admiration of all men by the wisdom 
and humanity of his administratis!. Conscious 
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ihsdj ^niieney^r peaee skonM be restowd in Eiuope, 
Kraace would make efibfts to recover her nch^st 
GoIoay» TouBsaint ^dopted measures l&ely to con- 
ciliate the exiled planters and the goTemment of 
the mother country. A constitution on Uie consular 
model was estidilished, Toussaint being its Buona- 
parte : the scpremacy of France was to be adotiow- 
ledged to a certain-extent ; and the while propiietcmi 
were to receive half the produce of the lands of 
which the insni^gents had tal^n possession. But 
NiqMileon heard of all thiese arrangements withdis- 
pteaaioe and contend He fitted out a numerouB 
fieet, eanrying an army fuU 90,000 strong, under the 
orders of general Leclerc, the husband of his own 
fiivourile sister Pauline. It has often been said, and 
witiKNit eontradiction, that the soldiers smit <m this 
errand were duefly from the army of the Bhine, 
wImn^ goed«will to the consul was to be doubted* 
Leclerc summoned Toussaint (Jan. 9, 1803) to sur- 
render, in a letter which conveyed expressions of 
much personsd respect from JBuonaparte. The 
negro chief, justly apprehending insincerity, stood 
out, and defended himself gallantly for a brief space ; 
but strong hold after strong h(dd yielded to numbers 
and dtse^iine ; and at length he too siibmitted, on 
condition that he should be permitted to retire in 
safety to his plantation. Some obscure rumours of 
insurrection wei^ soon made the pretext for arrest- 
ing him ; and he, being put on board ship, and sent 
to Fnuice, was shut up in a dungeon, where either 
the midnight cord or dagger* or the wasting influ- 
ence of confinement andltopekas miatty, ere long 
put an end to his Hfe. His mytrterioHS late, both 
before and after its consummation, excited great 
interest.* The atrbcioas canelty of ^ French sol- 

* Witoea, among othw «Tideiifl«a^ tbe no^ tmaet «f Wordsworth— 

" TovsiAxitT, the iDoac mduvpy n^A of mw ! 
WiMttier tlie all-otieeriog sun 1>e free to ftbod 
Vol. 1.— T 
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dieiy, in their subjugation of St. Donungo, eaualled 
(it could not have surpassed) that of the bammus 
negroes whom they opposed $ but was heard of witk 
disgust and horror, such as no excesses of mere 
savages could have excited. As if Heaven had 
been moved by these bloody deeds of venseance, 
disease broke out in the camp: thousands, aod 
among them Leclerc himself, died. For Uie time, 
however, the French armament tnnmphed— and, in 
the exultation of victory, the government at hoiaie 
had the extreme and seemingfly purposeless ungene- 
rosity, to publish an edict bamshing^ all of the negio 
race from their European dominions.* But the yel- 
low fever was rapidly consuming the French army in 
St. Domingo ; and the island, again filled with ine* 
concilable feuds, remamed ready to fall into otiier 
keeping, as it eventually did into the hand of Eng^* 
land, on the recommencement of the war in 1803. 

Hifl beams aroaod Uiee, or thou rest thy bead 
Pillowed in some dark dungeon's noisome den— 
O, miserable chieftain ! where and when 
Will thou find patience 1-^Yet die not ; do tlioo 
Wear rather in tby bonds a cheerfUl brew : 
Though fallen thyieU; never to rise again, 
Live and take comfinrt Thou has mt behind 
Powers that will work for thee ; Air, Earth, and 8kles ; 
There *s not a breathing of the common Wind 
That will forget thee ; thou hast great allies ; 
Thy friends are Eiultations, Agonies, 
And Love, and man's unconquerabi* Mind." 
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* See Wordsworth's sonnet, " SBd Sept 18QB. 

** We had a feltow-pisscnger, who came 
From Calais with us, gaudy in array,— 
A negro woman like a lady gay, 
Yet silent as a woman feairing blame ; 
Dejected, meek, yet pitiably tame. 
She sat, fhom notice turning not away. 
But on our proffered kindness still did lay 

. A weight of languid speech, or at the same 
W as Buent, motionless in eyes and face. 
She was a negro woman driven from France— 
K^ected, like all others of that race, 
Not one of whom may now find footing there ; 
Thus the poor outcast did to us declare, 
Normunnured at the unfeeling ordinance.*' 
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. The course of Napoleon's conduct, in and out of 
£ufope, was calculated to fill all independent neigh- 
bours with new or aggravated suspicion; and in 
£ngland». where public opinion possesses the largest 
means of making itself heard, and consequently the 
greatest power, the prev^ence of such feelings 
became, from day to day, more marked. The Bri- 
tish envoy's reclamation against the oppression of 
Switzerland, was but one of many drops, which 
were soon to cause the cup of bitterness to over- 
ik>w. As in most quarrels, there wa& something 
both of right and of wrong on either side. When 
iJie English government remonstrated against any 
of those daring invasions of the rights of inde- 
pendent nations, or crafty enlargements, by diplo- 
matic means, of the power of France, by which this 
period of peace was distinguished, the chief consul 
could always reply, that the cabinet of St. James's, 
on their part, had not yet fulfilled one article of the 
treaty of Amiens, by placing Malta in the keeping 
of some power which had been neutral in the pre- 
ceding war. The rejoinder was obvious: to wit, 
that Napoleon was every day taking measures 
wholly mconsistent with that balance of 'power 
which the treaty of Amiens contemplated. It is not 
to be denied that he, in his audaciously ambitious 
movements, had contrived to keep withm the strict 
terms of Uie treaty; and it can as little be disputed 
that the English cabinet had equity with them, 
although they violated the letter of the law, in 
their retention ef the inheritance of the knights of 
St. John. 

The feeling of the rival nations, however, were 
soon kindled into rage : and, on either side of the 
channel, the language of the public prints assumed 
a complexion of even more bitter violence thm had 
been observable during the war. The English jour- 
nalists resorted to foul, and often false, and even 
absurd, personal criminations of the chief consul of 
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Franee: and the Puisian newspapers replied in lan- 
ffuage equally indafensibie on tne score of truth amd 
ieoeneyi bat witb this most essentiid differencey tliat 
whereas the press of England was free, tfaasa of 
France* being entirely under the control of FoociHi 
andthe poliee« could not»as all men knew, put forth 
any such calumnies otherwise tfian witii the con- 
sent of the consular government. Yfhaa Napoleen 
comidained to the English ministenh their uuwer 
was obvious ; ** Our courts of laiw are o pe n — w e mre 
ourselves aeeustOmed to be abused as yon are, and 
in them we, like yon» have our only recovne." 
The paragrapAis in the MoniteuryOn the otiier hand, 
were, it was impossible to deny, virtually so many 
manifestos of the Tuilleries. 

Of all the populsur engines which moved the sj^eea 
of Napoleon, the most offensive was a newapqier 

i'* L' Ambigu*^) puUished in the French language, in 
jondon, by one Peltier, ar<^ralist onigrant; and, in 
spite of all the advice which could be offered, he at 
length condescended to prosecute the autl»>r in the 
English courts of law; |if « Peltier had the good for- 
tune to retain, as his counsel, Mr. MacUntCHdi,* an 
advocate of most brilliant tdents, and, moreover, 
especially distinguished for his siqiport of the ori- 
ginal principles of the French revolution* Oa the 
trial which ensued, this cnrator, in defence oi Ms 
client, delivered a philippic against the personal cha- 
racter and ambitious measines of Napoleon, immea- 
surably more calculated to injure the diief consid in 
public opinion throughout Europe, than all tiie efibrts 
of a thousand newspapers; and, though the jury 
found PelUer guilty of libel, the result was, on the 
whole* a signaTtriumph to the party of whom he bad 
been the organ* 

This was a most imprudent, as well as undignified 
proceeding; but ere the defendant, Peltier, could be 

♦ Notr Sir James. 
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called up for judgment, the doubtful relations of the 
chief consul and the cabinet of St. James's were 
to assume, a different appearance. The truce of 
Amiens already approached its close. Buonaparte 
had, perhaps, some right to complain of the uh- 
hri^d abuse of the British press; but the British 
government had a far more serious cause of re- 
clamation against him. Under pretence of esta- 
blishing French consuls for the protection of com- 
merce, he sent persons, chiefly of the military pro- 
fesiion. who carried orders to makje exact plans of 
all the harbours and coasts of the United Kingdom. 
These gentlemen endeavoured to execute their com- 
mission with all possible privacy; but the discovery 
of their occupation was soon made ; they were sent 
back to France without ceremony; and this trea- 
cherous measure of their government was openly 
denounced as a violation of every ruleof international 
law, and a plain s3nmptom of warlike preparation. 

Ere hostilities were renewed, Buonaparte em- 
ployed M. Meyer, president of the regency of War- 
saw, to open a negotiation with the head of the 
house of Bourbon then resident in Poland. He pro- 
posed that Louis should execute a formal deed, re- 
signing for himself and his family all pretensions to 
the throne of France, and offered in return to put the 
Bourbon princes in possession of independent do- 
minions in Italy. The heir of the French kings 
answered in language worthy of his birth. " I do 
not confound Monsieur Buonaparte," said he, '^ with 
those who have preceded him. I esteem his bravery 
and military genius : I owe him good-will for many 
of the acts of his government — for benefits done to 
ray people I will always consider as done to me. 
But he is mistaken if hcf supposes that my rights 
can ever be made the subject of bargain and com- 
promise. Could they have been called in question, 
this very application would have established them. 
What the designs of God mav be for me and mv 

T 2 
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house I know not ; but of the dutie« imposed en 
me by the rank in which it was His pleasure I 
shoula be bom, I am not whc^y ignorant. As a 
Chfisiian* I will perform those duties while life te« 
mains. As a descendant of St. Loms, I w9! kncyw 
how to respect myself, were I in fetters. As the 
successor of Francis the First, I will, at least, say 
with hhii--^ all is lost except honour.* " 

Such is the account of the Bourbon priness. 
Buonaparte utterly denied having given an^ aaCbo^ 
rity for such a nc^iation; and £ided, tiiat indoingf 
so.he must have played the part of a madman, since 
any api^cation to Louis must have been an admis- 
eioQ that his oim authority in France was imperfect 
in title. It is obvious that the consul would have 
acted most imprudently in avowing such an attempt 
•—alter it had proved unsuccessful; but the veracity 
of the exiled lung lies under no siHqfncion ; nor is it 
easy to believe that Meyer would have dared to open 
such a negotiation without sufficient authority from 
Napoleon. Hitherto he had betrayed no symptom 
of personal malevolence towards the house of 
Bourbon— but henceforth the autocrat, insulted as 
bethought in ihe style of ^Jlfofuteur Buonaparte," 
appears to have meditated some signal act of 
revenge. 

He resented the refusal of Loms the more because 
he doubted not that that prince well understood how 
little the great powers of Europe were disposed to 
regard, with favourable eyes, tne establishment of 
the Buonapartes as a new dynasty in France. He 
suspected, in a word, that his recent disputes with 
the cabinet of St. James, had inspired new hopes 
into the breasts of the exiled family. 

It was at this period that Napol^n published, in 
the Moniteur, a long raemorud, drawn up by gene- 
ral Sebastiani, who had just returned from a mission 
to the Levant, abounding in statements^ and clothed 
in language, such as could have had no other object 
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bfut to inflame the ^▼emment of England to ex- 
tremity. SebastiAiu detailed the ineidenta of his 
journey at great length, representing himself as 
leaving been ever^ where received with honour, and 
even with enthusiasm, as the envoy of Napoleon. 
Such, he said, were the dispositions of the Mussul- 
mans, that 6,060 French would now suffice to re- 
store Egypt to the republic ; and it was in vain that 
gmterai SUtartr who represented the English \aag in 
ahat country, had endeavoured to excite the Turkish 

Svemment to assassinate him, Sebastiani. Lastly, 
3 report asserted, that the Ionian iriands would, 
on the first favourable occasion, declare themselves 
French. 

The English government reclaimed' against Unas 
publication, as at once a confession of the dangerowi 
ambition of Buonaparte, and a studied insult ?td 
tliem, whose representative's character and honi^t 
one of its cMef statements must have been desig^d 
to destroy, at a wilful sacrifice of truth. The French 
minister replied, that the chief consul had as much 
n^t to complain of the recent publication of Sir 
Bobert Wilson's Narrative of the English Expedition 
to Egypt, which contained statements in the highest 
degree injurious to his character and honour;* and 
had, nevertheless, been dedicated by permission to 
the duke of York. The obvious answer, namely, 
that Sir Robert Wilson's book was the work of a 
private individual, and published solely on his own 
responsibility, whereas Sebastiani's was a public do- 
cument, set forth by an official organ, was treated 
as a wanton and insolent evasicm. Meanwhile, the 
language of the press on either side became from 
cby to day more virulently offensive ; and various 
members of the British paniament, of opposite par- 
ties, and of the highest emhwnce, did not hesitate 

* It was by this book that Uie two 4ark ■lorietof JaA were lint 
^nmulgated through Burope : and it toproper to add, that Sir R. Wilton 
publicly pcwented a cogy to Geoife ID. at his leree. 
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to rival the newspapers in their broad denunciatlotif^ 
of the restless and insatiable ambition of the chieF 
consul. — ^^ Buonaparte,*' said Mr. W3mdhani, ** is the 
Hannibal who has sworn to devote his life to the 
destruction of Eng^land. War cannot be far oflf; 
and I believe it would be much safer to anticipate 
the blow than to expect it. I would advise romis" 
ters to ai^ieal to the high-minded and proud of heart 
— whe^er tbev succeed or not, we shall not then 
go down like the Augtu/tuliJ** *' The destruction of 
tnis country,'* said Mr. Sheridan, ** is the first vision 
that breaks on the French consul through the gleam 
of the morning; this is his last prayer at night, to 
whatever deity he may address it, whether to Jum- 
ter or to Mahomet, to the goddess of battles or the 
goddess of reason. Look at the map of Europe, 
from which France was said to be expunged, and 
now see nothing but France. If the ambition of 
Buonaparte be immeasurable, there are abundant 
reasons why it should be pro^essive.*' 

Stung to the quick by these continual invectives, 
Napoleon so far descended from his dignity as to 
make them the subject of personal complaint and 
reproach to the English ambassador. He obtruded 
himself on the department of Talleyrand, and at- 
tempted to shake the resolution of the ambassador, 
lord Whitworth, by a display of rude violence, such 
as had, indeed, succeeded with the Austrian envoy 
at Campo-Formio, but which produced no effect 
whatever in the case of this calm and high-spirited 
nobleman. The first of their conferences took place 
in February; when the consul harangued lord 
Whitworth for nearly two Hours, hardly permitting 
him to interpose a word on the other side of the 
question. *' Every g:ale that blows from England is 
burdened with enmity," said he; "your govern- 
ment countenances Georges, Pichegru, and other 
infamous men, who have sworn to assassinate me. 
Voiir journals blander roe, and the redress I am 
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affbred is bat adding nockeiy to insult* I could 
make myself master of Bgypt tON^monrow, if I 
pleased. EgypU indudf mnuA^ taoner or later^ bdanf 
to Fnmee; mt I have do wish to go to war for such 
a trivial oliject. What could I |;ain by war! Inva- 
sion woidd be my only means of annoying you ; 
and invasimi yoo shall have, if war be forced on me 
— 4miI I conless tiie ehances would be a bundled to 
cne against me in such an attempt. In ten years I 
oould not hope to have a fleet able to dispute the 
seas with you; but, on the oUier hand* the army of 
Fvanee could be recndted m a few weeks to 4d0,000 
men. Umtedt we mi^^ govern the world ^-^why 
can we not understand each other!** Lcmd Whit- 
nvortk could not but observe the meaning of these 
bints* and answered, as became him, that the king 
of England had no wirii but to preserve 1^ own 
lights, and scorned the thought 01 becoming a part^ 
ner with France in a general sdieme of spoliation 
and oppression. Ttey parted with cold civility, and 
negotiations were resumed in the usual manner ; but 
Bimand stood firm In the refusal togive up Malta— 
at least for ten yvars to come. 'Ae aggressions 
of Napoleon had wholly changed the arrangement 
of tenitory and power contemplated when the treaty 
of Amiens was drawn up; what security could there 
be for the retention of Malta by Naples, or any such 
mmor power, if Boc»aparte wished to have it f To 
surrender it would in fact be to yield an impregnate 
harbour and citadel in the heart of the Levant, to a 
^vemment which had gone on trampling down th0 
lodep^idence of state aroer state in the west. Mean- 
time, the English government openly announced, in 
parliament, that the position ci affairs seemed to 
be full of alarm— that the French were manning 
fleets and recruiting their armies, and that It was 
necessary to have recourse to similar measures ; 
and, accordingly, a considerable addition to the 
military establishment was agreed to. 
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Thus stood matters on the 13th of March, when 
lord Whttworth made his appearance at the leree 
of theehief consul, in company with all the rest of 
the diplomatic body. Napoleon no sooner entered, 
than, fixing his eye on the English ambassador, he 
exclaimed aloud and fiercely, in presence of the 
circle, " You are then determined on war!" Lord 
Whitworth denied thecharge,'but the consul drowned 
his voice, and pursued thus : — ^ We have been at 
war for fifteen years — ^you are reaiolved to have 
fifteen years more of it — you force me to it." He 
then turned to the other ministers and said, in the 
same violent tone, ^'the English wish for war; but 
if they draw the sword first, I will be the last to 
sheatn it again. They do not respect treaties— 
henceforth we must cover them with black crape." 
Then, turning again to Whitworth, *' to what pur- 
pose," he cned, ** are these armaments ? If you 
arm, I will arm too ; if you fight, I can fight use. 
You may destroy France, but you cannot intimidate 
her." " We desire neither to injure nor to alarm 
her, but to live on terms of good intelligence," said 
lord Whitworth. >^ Respect treaties, then," said 
Napoleon; "wo to those by whom they are not* 
respected ! — ^they shall be responsible to Europe for 
the result." He repeated these last words sternly, 
and immediately quitted the apartment, leaving the. 
assembled ministers utterly confounded by this in- 
decent display of violence. > 

Some persons, who knew Buonaparte well, have 
always asserted that this undignified scene was got 
up wi^ calm premeditation, and that the ferocity of 
passion on the occasion was a mere piiece of acting. 
Lord Whitworth, however, was an excellent judge 
of men and manners, and he never doubted that the 
haughty soldier yielded to the uncontrollable vehe- 
mence of wrath. The cautious Talleyrand made 
various efforts to explain away the intemperate 
words of his master; but thev, and the tone in which 
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they had been uttered, went far to increase the jea« 
lousy and animosity of the English government and 
naticHi, and to revive or confirm the suspicion with 
TN^hich the other powers of Europe had had but too 
much reason to regard the career of revolutionary 
fiance. 

On tiie 18th of May, Great Britain declared war* 
Orders had previously been given for seizing French 
shipping wherever it could l)e found, and it is said 
that 200 vessels, containing property to the amount 
of three millions sterling, had been laid hold of ac- 
cordingly, ere the proclamation of hostilities reached 
Pahs. Whether the custom of thus unceremo- 
niously seizing private property, under such circum- 
stances, be rijy^ht, on abstract prmciple, or wrong, 
there can be no doubt that the custom had been long 
established, acted upon by England on all similar 
occasions, and of course considered, after the lapse 
of ages, and the acquiescence of. innumerable trea- 
ties, as part and parcel of the European system of 
waifare. This was not denied by Napoleon ; but 
he saw the opportunity, and determined to profit by 
it, of exciting the jealousy of other governments by 
reclaiming against the exercise, on me part of Eng- 
land, of a species of assault which England, from 
her maritime predominance, has more temptations 
and better means to adopt than any other power* 
He resolved, therefore, to retaliate by a wholly un- 
precedented outrage. The very night that the reso- 
lution of the cabinet of St. James's reached Paris, 
orders were given for arresting the persons of all 
English subjects residing or travelling within the 
dominions of Firance. 

Not less than 10,(KK) persons, chiefly of course of 
the higher classes of society, thus found themselves 
condenmed to captivity in a hostile land* Had Na- 
poleon adopted less violent measures, his redama* 
tions against the English government might have 
been favourably attended to throughout Europe. 
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But tiiis de^tic and vnpanlleled infliotion of oile 
andmMery on a host of innoceni ptmtt indiTidiials, 
was pfodaetiTe of hr difl^ront eflecta. It nored 
nnivenol sympathy, indifEnstionv and diagnst. 
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Thv war was reopened vigoronsly on both 
The English fleets nqndly reconquerod various colo- 
nies surrendered bai» to France by the treaty oi 
Amiens, and foreed also the dwindled aimy which 
Leclerc had commanded to yield up St Domingo. 
Buonaparte, on the other hand, despised atteriy the 
distinction between the British enqnre and HanoYer 
— « possession indeed of the same prince, but totally 
unconnected with the English constitution, and, as 
belonging to the Germanic empire, entitled, if it 
chose, to remain neutral-— and having first mardied 
an army into Holland, ordeted Mortier, its chiefs to 
advance without ceremony and seixe the eleeterate 
^--as a'pledge, he was pleased to say, for the deliveiy 
of Halite. At the same time, and with the same 
nvetext, French troops poured into the south of 
Italy, and occupied Naples. 

General Mortier's appearanoe on ^ Hanoverian 
fiontier was such as to satisfy the duke. of Cam- 
bridge, governor for the elector, that vesistaace was 
hopeless* He entered into a negotiation (May, 
1803), hy which the territory was to be surrenderod, 
provided bis army were permitted to retire unbvoken 
behind the Elbe, pledging themselves not to take 
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field again against France darin? this war. But 
the ministers of George III. advised nim not to ratify 
this treaty. Mortier demanded of general Walm- 
8loclen,commander-in-chief of the Hanoverian army, 
to surrender his arms— or abide the conseanences 
of l>einff attacked beyond the 'Elbe— ^and tnat fine 
body of men was accordingly disarmed and dis- 
banded. The cavalry being ordered to dismount 
and yield their horses to the French, there ensued 
a 3C€ne which moved the sympathy of the invading 
•oldiery themselves.' The strong attachment be- 
t^^reen the German drag;oon and his horse is well 
known ; and this parting was more like that of dear 
kindred than of man aim beast. 

The emperor, whose duty it was, as head of the 
German body, to reclaim against this invasion of its 
territory, was obliged to put up with the consul's 
e:8:^lanation, viz. that he had no wish to make the 
conquest of Hanover, but merely to hold it until 
England should see the necessity of fulfilling the 
Bfaitese article in the treaty of Amiens. Prussia, 
alatmed at the near neighbourhood of Mortier, 
hardly dared to remonstrate. Denmark alone 
showed any symptom of active resentment. She 
marched 30,000 men into her German provinces; 
but finding that Austria and Prussia were resolved 
to be Quiescent, was fain to offer explanations, and 
recall her troops. The French general, meantime, 
scourged Hanover by his exactions, and even, with- 
out the shadow of a pretext, levied heavy contribu- 
tions in Bremen, Hamburgh, and the other Hanse- 
towns in the vicinity of the electorate. 

These successes enabled Napolecm to feed great 
bodies of his army at the expense of others, and to 
cripple the commerce of England, by shutting up 
her communication with many of the best maniets 
on the continent. But he now recurred to his 
favourite scheme, that of invading the island itself, 
and so strilAng the faital blow at the heart of his last 
Vol. L— U 
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and grreatest enemy. Troops, to the amount of 
160,000, were mustered in camps along the Frendi 
and Dutch coasts, and vast flotillas, meant to con- 
vey them across the channel, were formed, and con- 
stantly manoeuvred in various ports, that of Boulogne 
being the chief station. 

The spirit of England, on the other hand, was 
effectually stirred. Her fleets, to the amount of not 
less than 500 ships of war, traversed the seas in all 
directions, blockaded the harbours of the countries 
in which the power of the consul was predominant, 
and from time to time made inroads into the French 
ports, cutting out and destroying the shipping, and 
crippling the flotillas. At home, the army, both 
regular and irregular, was recruited and strength- 
ened to an unexampled extent. Camps were formed 
along the English coasts opposite to France, and the 
king in person was continually to be seen in the 
middle of them. By night, beacons blazed on eveiy 
hill-top throughout the island ; and the high resolu- 
tion of the citizen-soldiery was attested, on num- 
berless occasions of false alarm, by the alacrity 
with which they marched on the points of supposed 
danger.* There never was a time in which the 

* To this period belong Sir W. Scott's song to Uie Sdinbuigh 
volunteers :— 

" If ever breath of British gals 

Shall fan the tricolour, 
Or footstep of invader rode, 
With rapine foul and red with blood, 

Pollute our happy shore — 
Then fhrewell, home ! and teewell, friends ! 

Adieu, each tender tie ! 
Resolved we mingle in the tide 
Where charging squadrons fhrious ride 

To conquer or to die," &c. 

And various sonnets of Mr. Wordsworth ; such aa— 

" It is not to be thought of that the flood 
Of British freedom," &c. 

<( Vanguard of liberty ! ye men of Kent, 
Ye children of a soil that doth advance 
Its haughty brow against the coast of Fiance, 
Now is the time to prove your haidiment !" dec 
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national enthusiasm was more ardent and concen- 
trated ; and the return of Pitt to the prime-ministry 
(March, 1804) was considered as the last and best 
pledge that the councils of the sovereign were to 
exhibit vigour commensurate with the nature of the 
crisis. The regular army in Britain amounted, ere 
long, to 100,000; the militia to 80,000 ; and of volun- 
teer troops there were not less than 350,000 in arms. 

Soult, Ney, Pavoust, and Victor were in com- 
mand of the army designed to invade England, and 
the chief consul personally repaired to Boulogne, 
and inspected both the troops and the flotilla. He 
constantly gave out that it was his fixed purpose to 
make his attempt by means of the flotilla alone; 
but while he thus endeavoured to inspire his enemy 
with false security (for Nelson had declared this 
scheme of a boat invasion to be mad, and staked his 
whole reputation on its miserable and immediate 
failure, if attempted), the consul was in fact pro- 
viding indefatigably a fleet of men of war, designed 
to protect and cover the voyage. These ships were 
preparing in different ports of France and Spain, to 
the number of flfty : Buonaparte intended them to 
steal out to sea individually or in small squadrons, 
rendezvous at Martinico, and, returning thence in 
a body, sweep the channel free of the English, for 
such a space of time at least as might suffice for the 
execution of his great purpose. These designs, 
however, were from day to day thwarted by the 
watchful zeal of Nelson and the other English ad- 
mirals; who observed Brest, Toulon, Genoa, and 
the harbours of Spain so closely, that no squadron 
nor hardly a single vessel, could force a passage to 
the Atlantic. 

Napoleon persisted to the end of his life in assert- 
ing his belief that the invasion of England was pre- 
vented merely by a few unforeseen accidents, and 
that, had his generals passed the sea, they must have 
been successful. The accidents to which he attri- 
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bated so much influence, were, U U to be supposed, 
the presence and zeal of Nelson, Pelle w, Comwallis, 
and their respective fleets of observation. Ab for 
the' results of the expedition if the channel had 
once been crossed— Napoleon never seemed to doubt 
that a sinffle great battle would have sufficed to 
{dace Loncbn in his hands. Once airrived in th^e 
capital, he would, he said, have summoned a coo-' 
vention, restored the mass of the English peof^ to 
their proper share of political powery-^ a word# 
banished tl^ king, ana revolutionized England oo 
the model of France : the meaning of all which ia 
•—reduced this island to be a province of the Freneli 
empire, and yet bestowed upon its people all those 
rights and liberties of which he had already removed 
the last shadow, wherever his own power was esta- 
blished on the continent. 

There can be little doubt that Napoleon egregi- 
ously underrated the resistance which would have 
been opposed to his army, had it effected the voy- 
age in safety, by the spirit of the British people, and 
the great natural difficulties of the country throu^ 
which the invaders must have marched. Neverthe- 
less, it is not to be denied that, had the attempt been 
made instantly on the rupture of the peace, the 
chances of success might nave been considerable— > 
of success, temporary and short-lived, indeed, but 
still sufficient to inflict a terrible injury upon this 
country — ^to bathe her soil in blood— to give her 
capital to the flames — and. notjmpossibly to shake 
some of her institutions. The enemy himself was, 
in all likelihood, unprepared to make the attempt, 
until we had had time to make adequate preparation 
for its encounter. It was otherwi se ordered of Grod's 
providence, than that the last bulwark of liberty 
shoidd have to sustain the shock of battle at its own 
gates. 

The invasion of England was the great object of 
attention throughout Europe during toe autumn and 
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^, inter of 1803. Early in the succeeding year Paris 
Itself became the theatre of a series of transactions 
-^nrhich for a time engrossed the public mind. 

Even before Buonaparte proclaimed himself con- 
sul for life, it appears that, throughout a considerable 
part of the French army, strong symptoms of jea- 
lousy had been excited by the rapidity of his advance 
to sovereign power. After the monarchy of France 
was in effect re-established in him and his dynasty, 
by the decrees of the 19th of May and 2d August, 
1803, this spirit of dissatisfaction snowed itself much 
more openly ; and ere long it was generally believed 
that the republican party in the army looked up to 
Moreau as their head, and awaited only some fa- 
vourable opportunity for rising in arms against Na- 
poleon's tyranny. Moreau was known to have 
treated both the concordat and the legion of honour 
with undisguised contempt; and Buonaparte's 
strictures oil his conduct of the campaign of 1801 
were not likely to have nourished feelings of per- 
sonal good-will in the bosom of him whom all con- 
sidered as second only to the chief consul himself 
in military genius. It has already been intimated 
that the army of the Rhine had been all along sus- 
pected of regarding Napoleon with little favour. 
He had never been their general; neither they nor 
their chiefs had partaken in the plunder of Italy, or 
in the glory of the battles by which it was won. It 
was from their ranks that the unhappy expedition 
under Leclerc had been chiefly furnished, and they 
considered their employment in that unwholesome 
climate as dictated, more by the consul's doubts of 
their fidelity to himself, than his high appreciation 
of their discipline and gallantry. How far Piche- 
gru, while corresponding with the Bourbons as head 
of the army of the Rhine, had intrigued among his 
own soldiery, no evidence has as yet appeared. 
But after Picnegru's banishment, Moreau possessed 

US 
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the diief sway over the minds of one fieat divtsiCHi 
of the umed force of the republic. 

Camot, meantime, and other genuine republicans 
in the legislative bodies, had been occupied with the 
endeavour, since they could not prevent Napoleon 
from sitting on the throne of France, to organize at 
least something like a constituticmal opposition (such 
as exists in the parliament of England), whereby 
the measures of his government might be, to a cer- 
tain extent, controlled and modified. The creation 
of the legion of honour, the decree enabling Buona- 
parte to appoint his successor, and other leading* 
measures, had accordingly been carried throtkgh, far 
less triumphantly than could, be agreeable to the 
self-love of the autocrat. 

On the other hand, the return of so many emi- 
grantS"-(a great part of wh<nn, not receiving back 
the property promised to them, were disappointed 
and aggrieved anew)— could not faU to strengthen 
the influence of the royalists in the private society 
of Paris ; and, by degrees, as has often happened in 
the history of parties, tlie leaders of the republicans 
and those of the Bourbonists came together, sinking 
for the time the peculiar principles of either side, in 
the common feeling of hatred to Napoleon. 

Pichegru returned from his exile at Cayenne, 
and, after spending some time in England, where 
he, no doubt, communicated with the Bourbon 
princes, and with some members of Mr. Adding- 
ton's government, passed over secretly into France. 
Geor^^es Oadoudal and other Chouan chiefs were 
busy in stirring up their old adherents, and commu- 
nicated with Pichegru on his arrival in Paris. 

Suddenly, on the 13th of February, Paris was 
surprised with the announcement, that a new con- 
spiracy against the life of the chief consul had been 
discovered by the confession of an accomplice — ^that 
160 men had meant to assemble at Malmaison, in 
the uniform of the consular guard, and seize Buons* 
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parte while hunting ; that Georgres, the Chouan, had 
escaped by a quarter of an hour — ^but that Maim, La 
JoUais, and other leaders of the conspiracy had been 
taken; finally, that Moreau had held various con- 
ferences with Georges, La JoUais, and Pichegru, and 
that he also was under arrest. 

It is said, that Georges Oadoudal had once actu- 
ally penetrated into the chamber of Napoleon at the 
Tiiilleries, and been prevented by the merest acci- 
dent from assassinating him : others of the conspira- 
tors had approached his person very nearly on pre- 
text of presenting petitions. Buonaparte attributed 
his escape chiefly to the irregular mode of living, 
which his multifarious occupations involved: he 
seldom dined two days following at the same hour, 
hardly ever stirred out of the palace except with his 
attendants about him for some review or public 
ceremony, and perhaps never appeared unguarded 
except where his appearance must have been totally 
unexpected. The officer, who betrayed Cadoudal 
and his associates, was, it seems, a violent repub- 
lican, and as such desired the downfall of the con- 
sul; but he had also served under Napoleon, and 
learning at a late hour that the life of his old leader 
was to be sacrificed, remonstrated vehemently, and 
rather than be accessory to such extremities, gave 
the necessaiy information at the Tuilleries. Moreau 
was arrested on the 6th of February : but Pichegru 
lurked undiscovered in the heart of Paris until the 
28th : six gens d'armes then came upon his privacy 
so abruptly that he could not use either his dJEigger 
or pistols, though both were on his table. He 
wrestled for a moment, and then attempted to move 
compassiott-^but was immediately fettered. Shortly 
after, Cadoudal himself, who had for days traversed 
Paris in cabriolets, not knowing where to lay his 
head, was detected while attempting to pass one of 
the barriers. Captain Wright, an English naval 
officer, who had distinguish'''^ himself under Bir 
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Sydney Smith at Acre, and from whose vessel 
Pichegni was known to have disembarked on the 
coast of France, happened about the same time to 
encounter a French snip of much superior strength, 
and become a prisoner of war. On pretext that this 
gentleman had acted as an accomplice in a scheme 
of assassination, he also was immediatelyplaced ia 
solitary confinement in a dungeon of the Temple. 

It was now openly circulated that England and 
the exiled Bourbons had been detected in a base 
plot for murdering the chief consul ; that the proof 
of their ffuilt was in the hands of the government, 
and would soon be made public. The due de Berri 
himself, it was added, had been prepared to land on 
the west coast of France whenever Pichegru or Ca- 
doudal should inform him that the time was come; 
while another of the royal exiles lay watching the 
event, and in readiness to profit by it, on the other 
side, immediately behind the Rhine. 

The name of this last prince, the heir of Conde, 
well known for the brilliant gallantry of his conduct 
while commanding the van of his grandfather's little 
army of exiles, and beloved for many traits of 
amiable and generous character, had hardly been 
mentioned in connexion with these rumours, ere the 
inhabitants of Paris heard, in one breath, with sur- 
prise and horror, that the due d'Enghien had been 
arrested at Ettenheim, and tried and executed within 
sight of their own houses, at Fincennes. This 
story will ever form the darkest chapter in the his- 
tory of Napolefti. 

The duke had his residence at a castle in the 
dutchy of Baden, where, attended by a few noble 
friends, the partakers of his exile, he was chiefly 
occupied with the diversions of the chase. On the 
evenmg of the 14th of March, a troop of French 
soldiers and gens d'armes, under colonel Ordonner 
(who derived his orders from Caulaincourt), sud- 
denly passed the frontier into the independent terri- 
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tcnrv of Baden, surrounded the cmtle of Ettenheim, 
rushed into the apartment of the prince, and seized 
liim and all his company. He would have used his 
9jrms, but his attendants, representing the overpow- 
crinff numbers of the assailants, persuaded him to 
yield without resistance. He was forthwith con- 
veyed to the citadel of Strasburg, and separated from 
all his friends, except one add-de-camp, the baron 
4e St. Jaques, and allowed no communication with 
any one else. After being here confined three daysy 
lie was called up at midnight on the 18th, and in** 
formed that he must prepare for a journey. He de- 
sired to have the assistance of his valet-de-chambre« 
and was refused: they permitted him to pack up 
tmo shirts, and the journey immediately began. 

The duke reached Paris early on the 20th; and, 
after lyinp: a few hours in the Temple, was removed 
to the neighbouring castle of Vincennes, used for 
ages as a state prison. Being much fatigued he fell 
asleep, but was presently roused, and his examina- 
tion forthwith commenced. Weary and wholly 
unprepared as he must have been, the unfortunate 
inruice conducted himself throughout in such a man- 
ner as to command the respect of his inquisitors. 
He at once avowed his name and his services in 
the army of Cond^, but utterly denied all knowledge 
of Pichegru and his designs. To this the whole of 
his evidence (and there was no evidence but his 
own) amounted ; and having given it, he earnestly 
demanded an audience of the consul. ^ My name," 
said he, ^*^my rank, my sentiments, and the peculiar 
distress of my situation, lead me to hope that this 
request will not be refused." 

At midnight the duke was again called from his 
bed, to attend the court which had been constituted 
for his trial. It consisted of eight military officers, 
appointed by M urat, Napoleon^s brother-in-law,' tb^n 
governor of Paris. General HuUin, president of the 
military commission, commanded him to listen to 



S38 KAKiusos BuoXAPABTE. [Mafch 20, 

the charges on which he was to be tried ; of having- 
fought against France ; of being in the pay of Engf- 
land; and of plotting with England against the in- 
ternal and external safety of the republic. Hie 
duke was again examined, and the second interro- 
gatoij was a mere repetition of the first, with this 
addition, that the prisoner avowed his readiness to 
take part again in the hostilities against France, if 
the opportunity should present itself. No other 
evidence whatever was adduced, except the written 
report of a spy of the police, who testified that the 
duke received many emigrants at his table at Etten- 
heim, and occasionally left the castle for several 
days together, without the spy's being able to trace 
where he was (a circumstance siSficiently ex- 
plained by the duke's custom of hunting m the 
Black Forest). 

General Hullin, in his account of the proceed- 
ings,* says, '* He uniformly maintained that ' he had 
only sustained the rights of his family, and that a 
Cond6 could never enter France but with arms in his 
hands. My birth,' said he, ' and ray opinions must 
ever render me inflexible on this point.' The 
firmness of his answers," continues Hullin, *' re- 
duced the judges to despair. Ten times we gave 
him an opening to retract his declarations, but he 
persisted in them immoveablv. ' I see,' he said, 
* the honourable intentions of the commissioners, 
but I cannot resort to the means of safety which 
they indicate.' Bein^ informed that the military 
commission judged without appeal, ' I know it,' an- 
swered he, 'nor do I disguise to myself the danger 
which I incur. My only dasire is to have an inter- 
view with the first consul.' " 

The irregidarities of all this procedure were mon- 
strous. In the first place, the duke owed no alle- 

* This account was published lately^ In consequence of a punpblet 
\y Savary (duke of Bovlgo). 
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giance to the existing goyemment of France, sdly, 
Xbe seizure of his person was wholly illegal; it 
took place by means of a violation of an indepen- 
dent territory : ' an outrage for which it is impossible 
to offer the smallest excuse. 3dly, Had the arrest 
been ever so regular, the trial of a prisoner accused 
of a political conspiracy was totally beyond the 
jurisdiction of a court-martial. 4thly, It was 
SL^inst the laws of France to hold any trial at mid- 
mght. 5thly, The interrogatory was not read over 
to th^ prisoner, which the law imperatively de- 
manded ; and, 6thly, No defender was assigned to 
him — an indulgence which the French code refuses 
not to the meanest or mOst atrocious criminal, by 
what tribunal soever he may be tried. 

But to proceed— the judges were moved by the 
conduct of the prisoner, and inclined to listen to his 
request of an audience of the chief consul. But 
Savary, then minister of police, had by this time in- 
troduced himself into the chamber, and watched the 
course of procedure from behind the chair of the 
president. He now leaned forward, and whispered 
, into Hidlin's ear, "this would be inopportune.** — 
These significant words were obeyed. The court 
pronounced the duke guilty of the capital crimes of 
having fought against the republic; of having in 
trigued with England ; of having maintained intel- 
ligence with Strasburg, with the view of seizing that 
place ; and of having conspired against the life of 
the chief consul. The prisoner, being remanded to 
his confinement, the report was instantly forwarded 
to Buonaparte, with a request that his further plea- 
sure mignt be made known. 

The court remained sitting until their messenger 
returned; he brought back their own letter with 
these words inscribed on it, " condemned to death." 
The prisoner, being called in again, heard his sen- 
tence ^ith perfect composure. He requested the 
attendance of a confessor, and was answered,—* 
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*« Would 3rou die like a monkf* Without nodcins^ 
this brutality he knelt for a moment, as in prayer, 
and rising, said, ** Let us go." 

He was immediately led down a winding stair 
by torchlight ; and, conceiving that he was descend* 
ing into some subterraneous dungeon,. said to ooel 
of ^e soldiers of the escort, ^'Am I to be im- 
mured in an oubUeite .^ *' Monseigneur," the man 
replied, sobbing, *^be tranquil on that point.** 
They emerged from a postern into the ditch of the 
castle, where a party of gens d'armes d'elite were 
drawn up, Savary, their master, standing on ibe 
parapet over them. It was now six o^clock in tte* 
morning, and the gray light of the dawn was mingled 
with the gleam of torches. The prince refosed to 
have his eyes bandaged— 'Savary gave the word, and 
he fell. The body, dressed as it was, was imme- 
diately thrown into a grave, which had been prepared 
beforehand ; at least, so say all the witnesses, ex- 
cept M. Savary. 

To resume our notice of the mere informalities 
of the procedure :— 1. The sentence was altogether 
unsupported by the evidence, except as to the mere 
fact of d'Enghien's having borne arms against 
France; but this could be no crime in him : he owed 
no allegiance to the French government; on the 
contrary, he and all his family had been expressly 
excepted from every act of amnesty to emigrants, 
and thereby constituted cdiens* 3. The execution 
took place immediately after the sentence was pro- 
nounced ; this is contrary to the laws of all civilised 
nations, and in direct contradiction to an article in 
the French code then in force, which save twenty- 
four hours to every prisoner convicted by a court- 
martial, that he might, if he chose, appeal from their 
sentence. But, 3£y, the publications (long after- 
ward extorted) of Savary and Hidlin, prove Umt ^e 
court, perplexed with the difficulty of making their 
sentence appear to have any conformity wBh the 
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charge and the evidence, drew up, in fact, two dif* 
ferent sentences : one before the duke was executed* 
which bore the article ^'immediate execution;" the 
other a more careful document, intended alone to 
meet the public eye, in which not a word about im*- 
mediate execution occurs. The duke was not exe- 
cuted, therefore, at six in the morning of the 91st 
of March, upon that sentence which was made pub- 
lic at the time, as the authority for his death. 

Every circumstance in the dismal tale, from the 
quantity of linen packed up at Strasburg, to the pre- 
paration of the 'grave in the ditch of VincenneSt 
attests the fact that the fate of the unfortunate 
young man (for he was but 32 years old when he 
fell) had been determined on to the minutest parti- 
cidar, long before he was summoned to a mock trials 
before an incompetent tribunal. If ever man was 
murdered, it was the duke d'Enghito. 

Such was the fate of the g^ant and generous 
youth, who, by his fiery courage, won the oattle of 
Bertsheim ; and who, when his followers, to whom 
the repubUcans had so often refused quarter, seemed 
disposed to retaliate in the hour of victory, threw 
himself between them and their discomfited coun- 
tiymen, exclaimmg, ♦* They are French—- they are 
muortunate ; I place them under the guardianship 
of your honour.'* 

The horror with which this remorseless tragedy 
w^as heard of in Paris, soon spread throughout aU 
Europe ; and from that day the name of Buonaparte 
was irremediably associated with the ideas of suUea 
revenue and tyrannic cruelty. The massacre of 
Jaffa had been perpetrated in a remote land, and 
many listened with incredulity to a tale told by 
the avowed enemies of the homicide. But this 
bloody deed was done at home, and almost in the 
sight of all Paris. Of the fact there oould be 
no doubt; and of the pretexts set forth by the 
organs of the Frendi government, there were few 

Vol. I.— X 
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men of any party who affected not to pensive tlie 
fatuity. Hitherto Napoleon had been the fortunate 
heir of a revolution, in whose civtl excesses he had 
scarcely participated-*henceforth he was the legiti- 
mate representative and sjrmbol of all its atroci- 
ties. 

In so far as Buonaparte had the power to suppress 
all mention of this catastrophe, it was, ere Imig, 
suppressed, fiut in after days, at St. Helena, when 
dictating the apology of his life to the comfMinions 
of his exile, he not only spoke openly of the death 
of the duke d^Enghien, but appears to have dwelt 
upon it often and long. Well aware that this was 
generally regarded as the darkest, trait in his history, 
he displayed a feverish anxiety to explain it away. 
But the sultan Akber wore a signet, inscribed, ^ I 
never knew any one that lost his way in a straight 
road ;** and he that is conscious of innocence can 
have no temptation to multiply the lines of his de- 
fence. Buonaparte, according to the mood of the 
moment, or the companion whom he addressed, 
adopted different meuiods of vindicating himself. 
They were inconsistent' as well as diverse ; and 
even Las Cases seems to have blushed for his hero 
when he recorded them. 

At one time, Napoleon represents himself as 
having been taken by surprise — ^his ministers come 
on him when he is alone, at midnight, and inform 
iiim that the Bourbons have conspired to assassinate 
liim— that the proofs are in their hands — ^that the 
duke d'Enghien has already been more than once iu 
Paris, and is lying close to the frontier, expecting 
the signal to return and head the conspirators in 
person. In the first flush of indignation he gives 
the order for arresting the duke— every artifice is 
adopted to prevent him from interfering afterward-— 
every thing is arranged by Talleyrand — the duke ad- 
dresses a letter to him from Strasburg— that letter 
Talleyrand suppresses until the tragedy is over--4iad 
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it been delivered in time, the life of the unhappy 
prince had been saved. • ^ / 

Unfortunately for Buonaparte, eight days elapsed 
betvreen the order for the arrest and the order for 
the execution, a much longer period than was ever 
necessary for restoring the composure of his strong 
understanding. Further, the* duke d^Enghien kept 
a diary during his imprisonment, in which the minu- 
test incidents are carefully recorded ; it contains no 
hint of the letter to Napoleon; and the baron de 1^. 
Jacques, who never quitted his master's chamber 
while he remained at Strasburg, bears distinct testi- 
mony that no such letter was written there. More- 
over, neither Talle3nrand, nor any other individual in 
the world, except Buonaparte, could have had the 
slightest motive for desinng the death of d'Enghien* 
On the contrary, every motive that has weight with 
mankind in general, must have swayed the other way 
with Talleyrand ; a member of one of the noblest 
families in France ; a man unstained by participa- 
tion in any of the butcheries of the revolution ; and» 
above all, a man whose consummate skill has 
through life steadily pursued one object, namely, his 
own personal interest, and who must have been mad 
to perpetrate a gratuitous murder. And, lastly, Tal- 
leyrand was minister for foreign affairs. A letter 
written at Strasburg could by no incident have been 
forwarded through his department in the govern- 
ment ; and, in fact, there is perfect proof that the 
whole business was done by the police, whose chief, 
Savary, communicated directly with the chief con- 
sul, and the military, who acted under the orders 
either of Buonaparte's aid-de-camp, Caulaincourt 
(afterward duke of Vicenza), or oi his brother-in- 
law Murat, the governor of Paris. It is needless to 
observe, that Napoleon's accusation of Talleyrand 
dates after that pNolitician had exerted all his talents 
and influence in the work of procuring his own down- 
fall, and the restoration of the house of Bourbon. 
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But in troth whether TBUeyraad, or Savaiy, <»r Can- 
lainoourt had the chief hand in the death (^ the duke 
d'Ea^ldenf is a controTerey about which we feel 
litUe intereat. It is obrious to all men, diat not one 
of them dunt have stirred a finger to bring about a 
catastrophe of such fearful importance, without the 
express orders of Napoleon. 

At other times the exile of St. Helena told a 
Aiorter and a plainer tale. ** I was assailed,** said 
he, ** on aU luoids by the enemies whom the Bour- 
bons had raised up against me t threatened with air- 
ffuns, infernal machmes, and stratagems of eveiy 
kind. There was no tribunal to which I could appeal 
for protection ; therefore I had a rifffat to protect 
myself. By putting to death one of those whose 
fouowers threatened my life, I was entitled to strike 
a salutary terror into aU the rest." 

The princes of the house of Bourbon, so far from 
stimulating assassins to take off the usuiper of their 
throne, never failed, when such schemes were sug- 
gested, to denounce them as atrocities hateful in the 
sight of God and man. As to this part of their con- 
duct, the proofs are abundant, clear, and irrefraga- 
ble. But it is very possible that Buonaparte enter- 
tained the foul 8uspioi(m on which he Justifies his 
violence. And indeed it is only by supposing him 
to have sincerely believed that the Bourbons were 
plotting against his life, that we can at all account 
for the shedding of d'Enghien's blood. — ^Unless Jo- 
sephine spake untruly, or her conversation has been 
wilfully misrepresented, she strenuously exerted her 
influence to procure mercy for the royal victim.* 
But it demanded neither affection for Napoleon's 
person, nor regard for his interest, nor compassion 
for the youth and innocence of the duke d'Engnien, to 
perceive the imprudence, as well as wicke<mess, of 

* Buonaparte, however, at St. Helena, detiied that hia wife Intd ever 
•poken to bim on the aabject. 
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the proceeding. The remark of the callous Fouch^ 
has passed into a proverb, ** it was worse than a 
crime— it was a blunder." 

A few days after the execution of the duke d'En- 
ghien (on the morning of the 7th of April), general 
Pichegru was found dead in prison : a black hand- 
kerchief was tied round his neck, and tightened by 
tl^ twisting of a short stick, like a tourniquet. It 
could not appear probable that he should have ter- 
minated his own life by such means ; and,- accord- 
ingly, the rumour spread that he had been taken off 
ih the night by some of the satellites of Savary ; 
or, according to others, by some Mamelukes whom 
Napoleon h^ brought with him from the East, and 
now retained near nis person as an interior body- 
guard of the palace, lliis is a mystery which has 
never been penetrated. The recent fate of d'Enghien 
had prepared men to receive any story of this, dark 
nature; and it was argued that Buonaparte had 
feared to bring Pichegru, a bold and dauiHless man, 
into an open court, where he might have said many 
thin^ well calculated to injure the consul in public 
opinion* 

A few more days elapsed, and another occurrence 
of the same cast transpired. Captain Wright, also, 
was found dead in his dungeon m the temple, with * 
his throat cut from ear to ear. The French govern^ 
ment gave out that the English officer, finding him- 
self about to be exposed to public scorn, as a parti- 
cipator in the plots of Georges Cadoudal, and other • 
assassins, chose to die by his own hand, rather than 
endure such degradation. It was whispered, on Ihe 
other hand that captain Wright had been put to the 
torture in his dungeon, in the vain hope of extract- 
ingf from him some evidence concerning matters of 
which, there can be no doubts he was wholly igno- 
rant ; and was murdered in order that this cruelty 
might be buried with him. This mystery has al- 
ways remained as dark as the other. 

X2 
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Moreau vnm now brought to trial* Tbeie was no 
«ndeBoe agauut him except the fact, admitted bv 
himself, that he had been twice in company iirith 
Pichegru since his return to Paris. He in vain pro- 
tested that he had rejected the proposals of Pichi^ru 
to take, part in a royalist insurrection ; and as for 
the mnraerous designs of Geoi^s CadoudaJ, that 
he had never even heard of them* He was sen- 
tenced to two years* confinement ; but, on the inter- 
cession of his wife with Jos^ihine, or rather on 
finding that a great part of the soldiery considered 
ibo emment a commander as hardly used, the chief 
consul, ere long, commuted this punishment for two 
3rears of exile. 

It remained to bring Georges Cadoudal and his 
associates to trial* Georges appeared in court with 
the miniature of Louis XVI. suspended round his 
neck, and gloried in the avowal of his resolution to 
make war personally on the usurper of the throne* 
The presiding judge, Thuriot, had been one of those 
who condemned the king to death. Cfeorges punned 
on his name, and addressed him as ^ Monsieur Tue- 
Roi.''* When called up for sentence, the judge 
missed the miniature, and asked him what he had 
done with it '* And you,'* answered the prisoner, 
'' what have j^ou done with the original ?**— -a retort 
which nothing could prevent the audience from ap- 
plauding. Georges and eighteen more were con- 
demned to death; and .he, and eleven besides, suf- 
fered the penalty with heroic firmness. Of the rest, 
among whom were two sons of the noUe house of 
Polignac, some were permitted to escape on condi- 
tion of perpetual banishment; others had their 
punishment commuted to imprisonment. 

With what indignation the death of the duke 
d'Enghien had been heard of throughout Europe, 
now began to appear. The emperor of Russia and 

•<.«.KU14[iiir. 
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the lungs of Sweden and Denmark put their eonrts' 
into monrning, and made severe remonstrances 
through their diplomatic i^nts; and the corres- 
pondence which ensued laid in fact the train for 
another general hurst of war. Austria was humbled 
for the time, and durst not speak out : Prussia could 
hardly be expected to break her long neutrality on 
such an occasion: but wherever the story went, it 
prepared the minds of princes, as of subjects, to take 
advantage of the first favourable opportunity for 
rising against the tyranny of France. 

A conspiracy suppressed never Mis to strengthen 
the power it was meant to destroy : and Buonaparte, 
after the tragedies of d'Enghien and Pichegru, be« 
held the French royalists reduced every where to the 
silence and the inaction of terror. Well understand- 
ing the national temper, he gave orders that hence- 
forth the name of tne exiled family should be as 
much as possible kept out of view ; and accordingly, 
after this time it was hardly ever alluded to in the 
productions of the enslaved press of Pahs. The 
adherents of the Boiurfoons were compelled to con- 
tent themselves with muttering their resentment in 
private saloons, where, however, the chief consul 
commonly had spies, who reported to him, or to his 
Savarys and Fouch^s, the jests and %e caricatures 
in which the depressed and hopeless party endea- 
voured to find some consolation. 

In order to check the hostile feeling excited 
among the sovereigns of the continent by the murder 
of the Bourbon prince, the French government were 
now indefatigable in their efforts to connect the 
conspiracy of Georges Cadoudal with the cabinet of 
England. The agents of the police transformed 
themselves into numberless disguises, with the view 
of drawing the British ministers resident at various 
eomrts of Germany into some correspondence capa- 
ble of being misrepresented, so as to suit the pur< 
pose of their master. Mr. Drake, envoy at Munich, 
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and Mr« Spenser Smith, at Stuttgard, were dec^ired 
in this fashion; and some letters of theirs, egre- 
giously misinterpreted, furnished Buonaparte with 
a pretext for complaining, to the sovereigns to whom 
they were accredited, that they had stained the 
honour of the diplomatic body by leaguing them-* 
selves with the schemes of the Chonan conspkators. 
The subservient princes were forced to dismiaa 
these gentlemen from their residences; but the 
English ministry made such explanations in open 
parliament as effectually vindicated the name of their 
country. Lord Elgin, British ambassador at €k>n- 
stantinople, had been one of those travellers de- 
tained at the out-breaking of the war, and was now 
resident on his parole in the south of France. He 
was, on some frivolous pretext, confined in a soli- 
tary castle among the Pyrenees, imd there every 
device was practised, to induce him to, at least, re- 
ceive letters calculated, if discovered in his posses- 
sion, to compromise hinu But this nobleman, saga- 
ciously penetrating the design, baffled it by his 
reserve. Being Unrated from confinement shortly 
after, he communicated what had happened to a 
friend, a member of the French senate, who traced 
the matter home to some of Fouch^^s creatures, and 
congratulated lord Elgin on having avoided very 
narrowly the fate of captain Wright. 

Sir George Rumbold, the British minister at Ham- 
burgh escaped that consummation still more nar- 
rowly. During the night of the 23d October, a party 
of French soldiers passed the Elbe, as Ordonner and 
liis gang had crossed the Rhine on the 14th of 
March, and boldly seized Rimibold within the ter- 
ritory of an independent and friendly state. He was 
hurried to Paris, and confined in the fated dungeons 
of the Temple ; but none of his papers afforded any 
plausible pretext for resisting the powerful remon- 
strance which the king of Prussia thought fit to 
make against an outrage perpetrated almost within 
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sight of his dominioiis ; and, after a few days, Bit 
George was set at liberty. 

Meantime, while all the princes of Europe re- 
garded with indignation (though few of them, in- 
deed, dared to express the feeling openly) the cruel 
tragedies which had been acted in France, the death 
of Pichegru had £Hippressed effectually the hopes of 
the royalists in that country, and the exile of Mo- 
reau deprived the^repuUicans of. the only leader 
imder wnom there was any l&dihood of theur taking 
arms asainst the chief ccmsuL He resolved to profit 
by the uvourable moment for completing a purpose 
which he had long medilaM; and^ on the 30tn of 
AfMril, little more wan a month after the duke d'En- 
ghiea died, one Our6e was employed to move, in the 
tribunate, *^that it was time to bid adieu to political 
illusions— that victory had brought back tranquillity 
-Hihe finances of the countrv had been restored, 
andtiie laWs renovated--and mat it was a matter of 
duty to secure those blessings to the nation in 
future, by rendering the supreme power hereditary 
in the person and family of Napoleon.**—" Such,'' he 
said, " was the universal desire of the army and of 
the people. The title of emperor, in his opinion, 
was that by which Napoleon should be hailed, as 
best corresponding to tne dignity ot the nation.** 

This motion was earried in the tribimaite, with 
one dissenting voice, that of Camot; who, in a 
speech of great eloquence, resisted the principle of 
hereditary monarchy altogether. He admitted the 
merits in war and in policy of the chief consul— he 
was at present the dictator of the republic, and, as 
such, had saved it. — "^ Fabius, Camillus, Gincinnatus 
were dictators also. Why should not Buonaparte, 
like them, lay down despotic power, after the hold- 
ing of it had ceased to be necessary to the general 
giGK>d t Let the services of a citizen be w&t they 
might, was there to be no limit to the gratitude oi 
the nation! But, at all events, even granting that 
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Baonaparie himself could not be too highly re« 
warded or too largely trusted, whycommit the for- 
tunes of posterity to chance? Why forget that 
Vespasian was the father of Domitian, Germamcos 
of Caligula, Marcus Aurelius of Commodus ?** In 
effect, Camot, cdleagoe as he had been of Robes- 

K'erre, and stained as he was with the Uood of 
9uis XVI., was a sincere rejmblican; and, after 
his own fashion, a sincere patriot. He was alone 
in the tribunate— 4he rest of whose memknem pro* 
longed, during three whole days, a series of ftiisome 
haran||raes, every one of which terminated in the 
same unplicit agreement to the propK>sal of Cur6e. 

The legislative body, without nesitation, adopted 
it ; and a senatus-consultum forthwith appeared, by 
which Napoleon Buonaparte was declared emperor 
of the French : the empire to descend in the male 
line of his descendants : in case of having no son, 
Napoleon might adopt any son or grandson of his 
brothers as his heir : in default of such adoption, 
Joseph and Louis Buonaparte [were named as the 
next heirs of the crown (Luoien and Jerome being 
passed over, as they had both given offence to Na- 
poleon by their marriages)^ The members of Na- 
poleon's family were declared princes of the blood 
of Frmce. 

This decree was stot down to the departments : 
and the people received it with indifference. The 
prefects reported, on the 1st of December, that 
between three and four millions of citizens had sub- 
scribed their assent to the pressed measure, while 
not many more than three thousand voted in oppo- 
sition to it. This result indicated, as these func- 
tionaries chose to say, the unanimous approbation 
of the French people. That nation, however, con* 
sisted at the time of more than thirty millions! 
' But Napoleon did not wait for this authority, snch 
as it proved to be. On the 18th of May (more than 
six months ere the report reached him), he openly 
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SLSsumed the imperial title and dignity. On the 
same day he nominated his late colleagues in the 
consulate, Cambaceres and Le Bnin, the former to 
be arch-chanceUor, the latter arch-treasurer of the 
empire. The offices of high constable, grand admi« 
raly &c., were revived and bestowed on lus brothers, 
and others of his immediate connexions. Seven- 
teen generals (viz. Berthier, Murat, Moncey, Jour* 
dan, Massena, Augereau, Bemadotte, Soult, Brune, 
Lannes, Mortier, Ney, Davoust, Bessieres, Keller- 
mann, Lefebre, Perigpon, Serrurier) were named 
marshals of the empire; Duroc, grand marshal of 
the palace ; Caulstincourt, master of the horse ; Ber* 
thier, grand huntsman ; and count Segur, a noble- 
man of the ancient regime, master of the ceremo- 
nies* It was in vain attempted to excite popular 
enthusiasm. '^It appeared," says an eye*witness, 
'* as if the shades of d^Enghien and Pichegru had 
hovered over the scene, and spread coldness on all 
that was meant for the manifestation of joy." 

It was not so with the soldiery. Napolecm, with 
his empress, visited the camps at Boulogne, and was 
received with the excess Of military applause and 
devotion. He made a progress to Aix4a-Chapelle, 
and along the lUienish frontier, flattered and extolled 
at evenr station. Except Russia, Sweden, and 
Englano, every crown in Europe sent to congratu- 
late hhn on bis ^nohnent in the body of hereditary 
monarchs. Nay, not a few of the smaller German 
potentates came in person, to swell, on this great 
occasion, the state and magnificence of the new im- 
perial court. 

In assuming the title of emperor, not of king, it 
escaped not observation that Napolieon^s object was 
to carry back the minds of the French to a period 
antecedent to the rule of the recently dethroned 
d3masty— to the days of Charlemagne, who, with 
the monarchy of France, combined both a wider 
dominion and a loftier style. As that great con- 
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qoMorhsd cMsed himself to be carowned by 'pope 
Leo, so Nqwleon now determiiied that hig owa ia- 
aoguraUon diould take place under the ai]JEq[nces of 
Pius VII.; nay, that the more to ilkutfate Ins 
power, the head of the Catholic church should re- 
pair to Paris for this purpose. It may be doidited 
whether, in this measure, he reffaided more the 
mere gratification of his pride, or the chance of con- 
ferring a character of greater solemnity on the in* 
stallation of the new dynasty, in the eyes of the €a« 
tholic population of France. On the 6th of No* 
vember, however, the unresisting pope left ftane, 
and, having been received tbrou^ut his progress 
with every mark of respect and venerati<m, arrived 
in Paris to bear his part in the great pageant. On 
the 9d of December, Buonaparte and Josephine s^ 
peared, amid all that was splendid and iUostrious 
m their capital, and were crowned in Notre-Ifeune. 
The pope blessed them, and consecrated the dia- 
dems; but these were not placed on their heads by 
his hand. Hiat office, in either case, Ns^leon 
himself performed. Throughout the ceremonial his 
aspect was thouffhtfol ; it was on a stem and gloomy 
brow that he wiSi his own hands planted the symbol 
of successful ambition and uneasy power, and the 
ehouts of the deputies present, carefmly selected for 
the purpose, sounded faint and hollow annd thie 
silence of the people. 

As a necessary sequel to these proceedings in 
Paris, the senators of ue Italian republic now sent 
in their humble petition that their president might 
be pleased to do them also the favour to be crowned 
as raeir king at Milan. The emperor proceeded to 
that city accordingly, and, in like fashion, on the 
96th of May, ltlO&, placed on his own head the old 
iron crown, said to have been worn by the Lombard 
kmgs, uttering the words which, according to tra- 
dition, they were accustomed to use on such occa- 
sions, ** CM hath given it me. Beware who ioudi^ 
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^.^•^Napoleon henceforth styled hhnctelf fimperor 
of the French and King of Itsdy, but announced that 
ttie two crowns should not beheld by the sameper- 
sion after his death. 

It was' not, however, fdr mere purposes of cere- 
HQonial that he had once more passed the Alps. The 
Lfigurian republic sent the doge to Milan, to con*- 
gratulate the king of Italy, and also to offer their 
territories for the formation of another department 
of the FVench empire. But this was a step of his 
ambition whieh led to serious results. 

Meantime, Eugene Beauhamois, son to Josephine, 
was left viceroy at Milan, and the imperial pair re- 
tnmed to Paris. 



CHAPTER XI. 

A*«i0 CialitiM againti FfaM»^8mt4m-'RmtUt—JSu»UriaJ9in§ tJU 
JiUiamee^Jf^oUtm ktadg the Arm^f t« 0«mMmy— Ulm surrendered 



bwMkek^FUnna takettr-yMol Operatient^BattU of Trafalgai 
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On the 27th of January, 1805, Nanoleon, in his 
new character of emperor, addressed a letter (as 
he had done before at the commencement of his 
consulate) to king George III. in person ; and was 
answered, as before, b^ the British secretary of 
state for foreign affairs. Hie new emperor^s 
letter contained many well-turned sentences about 
the blessings of peace, but no distinct proposition of 
any kind— least of all any hint that he was willing 
to concede M^ta. The EhgUsh minister, however, 
answered simply, that in the present state of rela- 
tions between the cabinet of St. James's and that 
of St. Petersburg, it was impossible for the former 

Vol. I.— Y 
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to open any negotiation without the consent of the 
latter. 

This sufficiently indicated a fact of which Napo- 
leon had just suspicion some time before. The 
miuder of the duke d'Enghien had been regarded 
with horror by the young emperor of Russia; he 
had remonstrated vigorously, and his reclamations 
had been treated with indifference. The king of 
Sweden, immediately after he heard of the catas- 
trophe at Vincennes, nad made known his sentiments 
to the czar : a strict alliance had been signed be- 
tween those two courts about a fortnight ere Napo- 
leon wrote to the kinff of England ; and it was now 
obvious that the northern powers had, in effect, re- 
solved to take part with Great Britain in her struggle 
against France.' Napoleon now made the Moniteur 
the vehicle of continual abuse against the sovereigns 
of Russia and Sweden ; and the latter caused a note 
to be handed to thie French minister at Stockholm, 
complaining of the *^ indecent and xidiculous inso- 
lence which Monsieur Buonaparte had permitted to 
be inserted^' in that official Journal. 

The cabinets of London, Petersburg, and Stock- 
holm were now parties in a league which had 
avowedly the following objects : — ^to restore the in- 
dependence of Holland and Switzerland; to free the- 
north of Germany from the presence of French 
troops ; to procure the restoration of Piedmont to 
the king of Sardinia ; and, finally, the evacuation of 
Italy by Napoleon. Until, by the attainment of these 
objects, the sway of France should be reduced to 
limits compatible with the independence of the other 
'European states, no peace was to be sighed by any 
of the contracting powers ; and, during several 
months, every means was adopted to procure the 
association of Austria and Prussia. But the latter 
of these sovereigns had the misfortune at this time 
to have a strong French party in his council, and 
though personally hostile to Napoleon, could not as 
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yet count on being supported in a war against France 
by the hearty good-will of an undivided people. 
Austria, on the other hand, had been grievously 
weakened by the campaign of Marengo, and hesi*- 
tatedi on prudential grounds, to commit herself once 
Hiore to the hazard of arms. 

The czar repaired in person to Berlin, for the pur- 
pose of stimulating the king of Prussia. The two 
sovereigns met in the vault where the great Frede- 
rick lies buried, and swore solemnly, over his re- 
mains, to effect the liberation of Germany. But 
though thus pledged to the czar^ the king of Prussia 
did not hastily rush into hostilities. He did not 
even follow the exainple of the Austrian, whose for- 
bearance was at length whoUy exhausted by the 
news of the coronation at Milan, and annexation of 
Genoa to the empire of France. 

The government of Vienna no sooner heard of 
this new aggrandizement, than it commenced war- 
like preparations, rashly and precipitately, without 
makmg sure of the co-operation of Prussia, or even 
waiting until the troops of Russia could perform 
the march into Germany. Austria was guilty, 
moreover, of even a greater fault than this. Tlie 
emperor haughtily demanded that the elector of 
Bavaria should 'take the field also ; nay, that he 
should suffer his army to be entirely incorporated 
with the Austrian, and commanded by its chiefs; 
The elector, who had a son travelling in France, re- 
sisted anxiously and strenuously. ** On my knees,*' ' 
he wrote to the emperor, ^ I beg of you ^t I may 
be permitted to remain neutral.'' This appeal was 
disregarded The Austrian troops advanced into 
Bavaria, where they appear to have conducted them- 
selves as in an enemy's country; and the indignant 
elector withdrew his army into Franconia, where he 
expected the' advance of the French as liberators. 

This unjustifiable behaviour on the part of Aus- 
tria was destined to be severely punished. No 
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BOon«r did Napoleon undeTstand that war waa inevi- 
table, than he oroke up his great army on the coast 
opposite to England, and directed its march upon 
the Grerman. frontier; while Massena received or- 
ders to assume, also, the offensive in Italy, and 
force his way, if possible, into the hereditary at&fces 
of Auatna. The favourite scheme Of Camot wfaa 
thus revived ; and two French armies, one erosoiiiif 
the Rhine, and the other pushing through the T^yino- 
lese, looked forward to a junction before thewaUs 
of Vienna. 

The rashness which had characterized the con- 
duct of the cabmet of Vienna, was fatally followed 
out in that of its general, Mack: instead of occu- 
pying the line of ue river Inn, which, extendioc 
from the Tyrol to the Danube at Passau, afibrda a 
strong defence to the Austrian territoiy, -aiui oa 
whicli he might have expected, in comparative 
safety, the arrival of the Russians — this unworthy 
favourite of the emperor left the Inn far behind him, 
and established his head-quarters on the western 
frontier of Bavaria, at Ulm. 

Napoleon hastened to profit by this unpardonable 
error. Bernadotte adva;iced from Hanover, with 
the troops which had occupied that electorate, to- 
wards Wurtzburg, where the Bavarian anny lay 
ready to join its strength to his ; five divisions of the 
great force lately assembled on the coasts of Nor- 
mandy under the orders of Davoust, Ney, <Soiilt, 
Marmont, and Vandamme, crossed the .Rhine at dif- k 
ferent points, all to the northward of Mack's posi- 
tion; while a sixth,, under Murat, passing at Kehl, 
manoeuvred in such, a manner as to wi&draw the 
Austrian's attention from these movements, and to 
strengthen him in his belief that Napoleon and all 
his army were coming against him, through the 
Black Forest, in his front. 

The consequences of Buonaparte's combinations 
were, that white Mack lay expecting to b^ assaulted 
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in front of Ulm, the great body of tbe French army 
advanced into the heart of Germany, by the left side 
of the Danube^ and then, throwing themselves 
across that river, took ground in his rear, interrupt- 
ing his communication with Vienna, and, in fact, 
isolating him. In order that Qemadotte and the Ba- 
varians might have a part in this great manoeuvre, 
it was necessary that they should disregard the^ neu- 
trality of the Prussian territories of Anspach and 
Bsa«uth ; and Napoleon, well aware of the real sen- 
timents of the court of Berlin, did not hesitate to 
adopt this course. Prussia remonstrated indig- 
nantly, but still held back from proclaiming war ; 
and Napoleon cared little for such impediments as 
mere diplomacy could throw in the way of his cam- 
paign. He did not, however, effect his purpose of 
taking up a position in the rear of Mack without re- 
sistance. On the contrary, at various places, at 
Wertenghen, Gqptzburg, Memiiigen, and Elchin- 
gen, severe skirmishes occurred with different divi- 
sions of the Austrian army, in all of which the 
French had the advantage. General Spangenburg 
and 5,000 men laid down their arms at Memingen, 
and, in all, not less than 20,000 prisoners fell into 
the hands of the French between the 26th of Sep- 
tember, when they crossed the Rhine, and the 13th 
of October, when they were, in fact, in full posses- 
sion of Bavaria, and Swabia, holding Mack cooped 
up behind them in Ulih — as Wurmser had been in 
Mantna, during the campaign of Alvinzi. - > 

But Mack was no Wurmser. • Napoleon^s Recent 
movements had perplexed utterly the councils of 
the Austrians, whose generals, adopting different 
views of the state of the campaign, no longer acted 
in unison. Sohwartasenberg and the archduke Fer- 
dinand, considering further resistance in Bavaria as 
hopeless, cut their way, at the head of large bodies 
of cavalry, into Bohemia, and began to rouse the in- 
habitants of that kivgdom to a levy en masse. The 
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French empexor, penseiring that 'they had for the 

present escaped him« drew Inch upon Ubn,uiTeste<i 
that town on every side, and summoned Made to 
surrender. 

The garrison consisted of full 90,000 good troops ; 
the phice was amply yictualled and stored ; the ad- 
vance of the great Russian army could not be dis- 
tant; the declaration of war against Napoleon by 
Berlin was hourly to be expected : and the armies 
of Austria, though scattered for the present, would 
be sure to rally and make every effort for the relief 
of Ulm. Under circumstanoes comparatively hope- 
less, the brave Wurmser held Mantua to extremity. 
But in spite of example and ar^ment, in terror or 
in treachery, general Mack capitulated without ha* 
zarding a blow. 

On the 16th, he published a prtNslamation, urging 
his troops to prepare for the utmost pertinacity of 
defence, and forbidding, on pain of death, the^ery 
word Burrender to be breathed within the watts of 
Ulm. On the 17th, he signed articles, by which hos* 
tilities were immediately to cease, and ne and all his 
men to surrender themselves pnsimers of war within 
ten days, unless some Austrian or Russian force 
should appear in the interval, and attempt to raise 
the blockade. After signing this document. Mack 
visited, in person, the hea^ouarters of Napoleon; 
and, whatever the nature of their conversation may 
have been, the result was, a reoinon of the treaty on 
the 19th, and the formal evacuation of Ulm on the 
SOth. Twenty thousand soldiers filed' off, and laid 
down their arms before Napoleon and Ids staff. — 
Eighteen generals were dismissed on pande; an 
inuuense quantity of ammunition of all sorts Ml 
into the hands of the victor; and a wagon filled 
with Austrian standards was sent to gratify the 
vanity of the Parisians. 

The catastrophe of Ulm, striking new terror into 
the Prussian councils, prevented the violation of the 
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tarritoary of Axmpaeh from bein^ unmediately fol- 
lowed by the declaraticm of war, for which Bneiia* 
parte must have made up Ym mind when he tiazarded 
that measure. Meantime, suecess had attended Mas- 
sena in his advance from Lombardy towards the 
Venetian states, where the archduke Chailes com- 
manded an army of 60,000 men for Austiia. The 
archduke, alter sustaining ▼arioai reverses, was 
forced to abandon Italy; and retreated, tfaouffh 
slowly and leisurely, before Masaena, through the 
strong passes of the Carinthian mountains. 
^ Nor had marshal Ney, whom Napoleon had de- 
tached from his own main army with oiders to ad- 
vance into the Tyrol, been less successful ^an Mas- 
sena. The archduke John, who commanded in that 
province, was beaten like his brother ; and the out- 
posts of the army of Massena from Italy, and that 
of Ney irom the Upper Rhine, at lenjKth met and 
saluted in triumph at Clagenfurt; 1%e arehduke 
Charles, understanding how Ney was prospering in 
the Tyrol, had given up the design of retreating by 
that way into GenoAny, and proceeded through the 
Carinthian mountains towards Hungary. Prince 
John now followed his brother's exftmple; and the 
remains of those two armies thus coalescing in a 
distant legioni the divisions of Ney and Massena 
came,, in fact, to be at the immediate disposal of 
Napoleon, who was now fioi|cehtrating his fcMrce 
for the purpose of attacking Vienna* 

While the victorious corps of Ney thus secured 
his right— Murat, on his left, watched the Austrians 
who had made their way into Bohemia; and Aoge- 
reau, who had now advanced at the head of a large 
reserve from FniQce, remained bdiind him in 8wa- 
bia, to guard the passes from the Voralberg, in 
case of any hostile movement fiom that mountain- 
ous province, and, at the same time, to be ready 
for action against the Prussians, should ihat army 
at length receive orders to take part in the war, and 
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cross the Danube. Thus guarded, as he jndged, 
against any chance of haying his communications 
intercepted in the rear or flawLS, Napoleon himself, 
with the main body, now moved on to the capital of 
the German emperor. Austrian and Russian troops, 
to the nuna^ber of 46,000, had been thrown together 
with the view of relieving Ulm, and advanced con- 
siderably for that purpose ere they heard of the 
treacherous capitulation of Mack. They now re- 
tired affatn before the movement of Napoleon, halt- 
ing, indeed, occasionally, and assuming the aspect 
of determination ; but, whenever the outposts met^ 
losing heart, and continuing their progress towards 
Moravia: — for there, at length, the czar, with his 
principal army, had made liis appearance ;— and 
there, around diat standard, every disposable force 
was now to be rallied. The empercn: Francis him- 
self, perceiving that Vienna was incapable of de- 
fence, quitted his capital on the 7th oi November, 
and proceeded to Brunn, in Moravia, the head-quar- 
ters of Alexander. 

On the same evening cOunt Giulay reached Na- 
poleon's head-quarters at Linfz, vdth proposals for 
an immediate armistice and negotiation. Buona- 
parte refused to pause unless the T3npol and Venice 
were instantly ceded to him. These were terms to 
which the Austrian envoy had no authority to sub- 
mit. On the 13th of November, accordingly, the 
French entered . Vienna, and Napoleon took up his 
residence in. the castle of Schoenbrun, the proud 
palace of the Austrian Caesars. General Clarke was 
appointed governor of the city ; and the elector of 
Bavaria was gratified witl\,a large share of the mili- 
tary stores and equipments found in its arsenals. . 

But the intoxication of this success was to be 
sobered by a cup of bittemess-^and from a hand 
which had already dashed more than one of Napo- 
leon's proudest triumphs. 

When Buonaparte took up arms asrain, and de- 
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-toted «mir enemriOf iiis,Biiiid to tbe^^aoent upon 
Ungtanri, Spain* 'the Beact maiitiiiie poisrer amr 
-Francer pn>iB88^.i&detd« BeatnUtyy-nbiit by some 
•f her proceedings ftund rtbe saspioion tast her 
fleet wasTealbpdestiDed to aot (dkoincr with thst of 
ihe invlkder. The.£njg^idi.gaveiimieat reserved to 
bring ^this matter to ^the itest; .and a squadron of 
four .i^hipa demanded aeimilar force of the Spaniards 
to yield themselves into their keepingyas a pledge 
of . neutrality. The Britiidi squadron sent on such 
m errand oug^ en eTory principle of policy and 
hnnmnity, !to have been nmah stronger than thai 
lefaifih commodore Moore commanded on this oc* 
casion. The Castilian pride took^re at the idea of 
etriking<to an«qual ^ie-^ and, unhappily, an action 
.look p&ce, in' which three of the Spamda ships were 
ceptiuredf imd one Uown up. Tim catastrophe 
delmmined, as might have been expected, ^e 
LWavering councils of Madrid. Spain declared war 
against £nglaxidt and j^laced her fleets.at the com- 
mand.of the Fientih empem. 

Two tof this own squadrons, /meantime, had, in 
pursuance .of the great scheme traced for the ruin 
of .Sn^andttescapedearly in this year out of iloche- 
imrt and Toulon. The former* passing into the 
West Indies, effiscted some trivial servioes, and 
returned in safety to their original port. The lat- 
Herf under Villeneuve, had like fortune; and, veu* 
turing on. a second sortie, joined the great Spanish 
'fleet under Gravina at .Cadiz. The combineu -fleets 
then crossed the Atlantic, where they captured an 
insignificant island* and once more returned to- 
wards Europe. Nelson had spent the summer in 
chasing these squadrons across the seas*-and on 
this occasion they once more eluded his grasp : but 
on approaching cape Finisterre .(99d July)* another 
English squadron, of fifteen sail of the Ime and two 
Mgates, under sir Robert Calder, came in view: 
^nd the allied admirals, having twenty sail of the 
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line, ihtee fifty-gim Bhips, and four frigates, did ndl 
avoid the encounter. They were worsted, notwitfa*- 
etandinff their superiority of strength, and Calder 
captuiea two of their best ships. But that they 
escaped from an English fleet, howsoever inferior in 
numbers, without sustaining severer loss than this, 
was in effect considered as a disgrace by the British 
public— Calder, being tried by a court-martial, was 
actually censured for not havmg improved his soe- 
cess more signally; a striking example of the height 
to which confidence in the naval superiority of the 
English had been raised, at the very time when no 
ann appeared capable pf thwarting the career of 
FiencfcVictory ^hmd. 

Villeneuve and Gravina now made their way to 
Vigo, and thence finally to €adiz: while Nelson, 
having at length received accurate intellisence of 
their motions, took the command in the Afediternr- 
nean, and lay watching for the moment iniriiidli 
they should be tempted to hazard another egress. 
The coasts of Spain being strictly blockaded, some 
difficulty began to be felt about providing necessa- 
ries for the numerous crews of the allied flints ; but 
the circumstance which had most influence in lead- 
ing them to quit, once more, their place of safety, 
was, according to general admission, the impatience 
of Villeneuve under some unmerited reproaches 
with which Napoleon visited the results of Ui^ 
battle of Cape Finisterre. Villeneuve, a man of 
dauntless gallantry and the highest spirit, smarting 
under this injury, was anxious to take the noble 
revenge of victory. And, in truth, had numbers 
been to decide the adventure, he ran little risk : for 
Nelson commanded only twenty-seven sail of tiie 
line, and three frigates, manned in the ordinaiy 
manner ; whereas the fleet in Cadiz mustered thirty- 
three ships of the line and seven frigates; and, 
besides the usual crews, carried 4000 troops, chiefly 
riflemen. The result was, the most glorious day in 
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the prond annals of the English marine. The com- 
bined fleets sailed froni Cadiz on the 19th of Octo- 
ber, and on the morning of the 31st — the very day 
after Mack surrendered at Ulm-^ey came in sight 
of the English admiral, off Cape Trafal^. 

The reader is referred to the histonan of lord 
Nelson for the piurticulars of this great action. The 
French and Spaniards awaited the attack in a double 
line. Nelson hoisted the famous signal, " England 
expects every man to do his duty ;'' charged in two 
columns, and broke their array at the first onset. 
The batUe, nevertheless, was sternly contested. In 
tbe end, nineteen ships of the line were taken ; and 
of those Spanish vessels which escaped into Cadiz, 
seven had been rendered wholly unserviceable. 
Four French ships of the line, under commodore 
Dumanoir, made way for the Straits, and were cap- 
tured a few days after by sir Richard Strachan, 
commander of the English squadron off Rochefort. 
The fleets of France and Spain were, in fact, anni- 
hilated : yet, great as was the triumph, glorious, and 
unrivalled, it was dearly purchased-r-for Nelson fell, 
mortally wounded, early in the action. The hero 
lived just long enough to hear the cheer of consum- 
mated victory ; and then breathed out his noble 
spirit, in words worthy of his life, *' Thank God ! I 
have done my duty."* * 

* " Lamented hero ! wtaen to Britain*! shore 
Exulting Fame those awftil tiding! bore, 
Joy*e bursting shout in whelming grief waa drown'd, 
And victory*s pelf unwilllne audience found ; 
On every brow the cloud of sadness hung ; ^ 

Tlie sounds of triumph died on every tongue. 
Yet not tiie vows thy weeping countty pays : 
Not that h%h meed, tiiy mourning sovereign's praise; 
Not that the great, the beaQteous, and the brave 
Bend in mute reverence o*er thy closing grave ; 
That with such grief as bathes a Icindred Uer 
. Collective nations mourn a death so dear ; 
Not these alone shall sooth thy sainted shade, 
And consecrate the spot where thou art laid— 
Not these alone ! but bursting thro* the gloom, 
With radiant glory ttom thy trophied tomb, 
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The Prencli «nd SpuiKaiiifl; htid ibnglit togeAer 
agaiitft Nelsofi ; bnt not in the sacme spirit. Tlie 
former were detennined mdoMlienant enemies; the 
latter generous fHends, hurried' oy tlie exeitemmit 
of tempoTsry and pardonaMe psflsion, into hostilities 
against the only power which isoxAd ailbrd their conn- 
try any chance of avoiding that politicai slavery tmder 
which it was now the- settled pnrpose of 'Napoleon's 
ambition to cmsh etery nation of Ettrope. Bat the 
unprincipled conduct of Dhmtmoir, who esemd 
from Nelson to be captured shortly- after, as has 
been mentioned by Strachan, at once brought out 
the different feelings under 'which the two* allied 
fleets had been acting. This French officer, retreat* 
ing with his foiir ships, which: had'had no part in the 
battle, diischarged'his broadsides, as he passed, into 
English vessels no longer capable of pursuit;— con- 
duct which, as the victory was complete, could have 
no object but that of carnage. - Nay, such was the 
ruffian naturo of this- man^s sonl, he firedinto the 
Spanish ships wl^h had yielded to the English; 
thus;. for the sake of trivially mjurinr his enemy, 
sacrificing without scruple' the blood of his own un« 
fortunate friends. The* Spanish prisoners, in their 
indignation at this brutality, asked their En^ish 
captors to permit them to man their guns against 
the retreating French; and such was the earnest^* 
nesB of their entreaty, and the confidence of* Eng- 
lishmen in the honour of Spaniards, that these men 
actually were permitted to ao as they had requested. 
A mutual interohange of good offices ensued. In 
the evening softer t& battle a gale sprung up, and 

Ttie werad iiitondoar of thy d«atli)en name 
Shall grace and guanl tby coantry^s martial flune ; 
Far leeir aball blaze tbe unexUngulalied ray, 
A mighty beacon Ugbting glory's way— 
With IMng lustre tnle proud land adoro. 
And shine, and tave, thro' ages yet unborn.*'* 

• inai and TnfalgKr, a poam, liy the Kt BanoQfiUfl <l«irfa 
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some of the eaiitiired vessels diiftingf on shore, a 
mimber of British iBeamen fell into the hands of the 
ganrison of Cadiz. They were rex^eived as friends : 
tot ^ reception of their wounded the Spanish sol- 
diers gave up their own beds. CoUingwood, who 
succeeded to Nelson's command, sent all the 
iiroimded Spaniards on shore to he cured in their 
own country, merely taking their parofe that they 
would not serve again during the war: and the go- 
vernor of Cadiz, with still more romantic generosity, 
offered his hospitals for tiie use of Collingwood*s 
woianded seamen, pledging the honour of the Spanish 
name that they should be cared for like his own men, 
and sent back to .their admiral whenever they had 
reeovered. it will a^ipear, hereafter, what illustrious 
consequences the kindly feelings thus manifested 
were destined to produce. 

Buonaparte, when he heard of this mighty discom- 
fiture, which for ever put an end to all his visions of 
invadins' England, is said to have lost l^t posses- 
sion of himself, which he certainly maintained when 
the catastrophe of Aboukir was announced to him 
at Cairo» Yet arrogance mingled strangely in his 
expressions of sorrow, — ^" I cannot be every where,** 
said he to the messenger of the evil tidings — ^as if 
Napoleon could have had any more chance of pro- 
^ dncing victory by his presence at Trafalgar, tnan 
Nelson wotdd have direamed of having by appearing 
on horseback at Marengo. > In his newspapers, and 
even in his formal messages to the senate at Paris, 
Buonaparte alwavs perststed in denying that there 
had been a great defeat at Trafalgar, or even a great 
battle. But how well he i^reciated the facts of 
the case was well known to the unfortunate admiral 
Villeneuve. That brave officer, after spending a 
short time in England, was permitted to return to 
France on his parole. He died almost immediately 
afterward at Rennes : whether by his own hand in 
the agony of despair, as the French Gazette as- 

VoL. I.— Z 
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serted, or usaaBiiuiiedt as was conmKHiiy beliered 
at the time, by some of the blood-hardened minions 
of Fouch6'8 police, is a mystery not yet cleared up ; 
and, perhaps, never destined to be so until the day 
comes in which nothing^ shall be hid. 

The tidings of Trafalgar, after the first moment, 
served but as a new stimulus to the fire of Naqpo« 
Icon's energy. He quitted Vienna, and put himself 
at the head of- his columns, which, passing the 
Danube into Moravia, soon found themselves within 
reach of the forces of Russia and Austria, at length 
combined and prepared for action, under the eyes of 
their respective emperors. These princes, on the 
approach of the French, drew back as far as OU 
mutz, in oirder that a reserve of Russians, under 
Bexhowden, might join them before the decisive 
struggle took place. Napoleon fixed his head-quar- 
ters at Brunih and, riding over the plain between 
Brunn and Austerlitz (a village sbovf two miles 
from that town), said to his generals, ^ study this 
field — ^we shall, ere long, have to contest it." 

Buonaparte has been much criticised by strategists 
for the rashness of thus passing the Danube into 
Moravia, while the archduke Ferdinand was orga- 
nizing the Bohemians on his left, the archdukes 
Charles and John in Hungary, with still formidable 
and daily increasing forces on his right, the popu* 
lation of Vienna and the surroundui^ territories 
ready to rise, in case of any disaster, m his rear; 
and rrussia as decidedly hostile in heart as she was 
wavering in policy. The French leader did not dis- 
guise from himself the risk of his adventure ; but 
he considered it better to run all that risk, than to 
linffer in Vienna until the armies in Hungary and 
Bohemia should have had time to reinforce the two 
emperors. 

Napoleon's preparations were as follows:— his 
left, under Lannes, lay at Santon, a strongljr fortified 
position: Soult commanded Uie right wing: the 
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centre, under Beroadotte, had with them Murat and 
all the cavalry. Behind the line lay the reserve, 
consisting of 20,000, 10,000 of whom were of the 
imperial guard, under Oudenot ; and here Napoleon 
liimself took his station. But besides these open 
demonstrations, Davoust, with a division of horse 
and another of foot, lay behind the convent of Ray- 
gem, considerably in the rear of the French right-* 
being there placed by the emperor, in consequence 
of a false movement, into which he, with a seer<>like 
sagacity, foresaw the enemy might, in sill likelihood, 
be tempted ; and to which he lured them on accord- 
ingly by every^ engine of his craft. 

Buonaparte, on learning that the emperor Alex- 
ander was personally in the hostile camp, sent 
Savary to present his compliments to that sove- 
reign ; but really, as we may suppose, to observe as 
much as he coidd of the numbers and condition of 
the troops. Savary, on his return, informed his 
master tnat the Russian prince was surrounded by 
a set of young coxcombs, whose every look and 
gesture escpressed overweening confidence in them- 
selves and contempt for their opponents. All the 
reverses of the previous campaign were, as they 
took care to signify, the result of unpardonable 
cowardice among the Austrians, whose spirit had 
been quite broken by the wars in Italy: but they 
were we cbuntrjnnen of the same Suwarrow who 
had beaten the French out of all Buonaparte*s Lom- 
bard conquests, and the .first general battle would 
show what sort of enemies the Russians were. 
How much of this statement is true we know not : 
it was openly made at the time in one of Buona- 
parte^s buUetms — ^and, what is of more^ moment, he 
appears to have acted on the belief that Savary told 
the truth. Having, ere he received it, advanced 
several leagues beyond the chosen field of battle, 
near Austerlitz, he forthwith retreated on that posi- 
tion, with a studied semblance of confusion. The 
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czar sent a young aid-de-catnp to retam the compli- 
ment carried by Savary ; and this meesens^r foiad 
the French soldiery actively engaffed in fortifyiag 
their position — the very position which their empe- 
ror had, in fact, all along determined to 'oceapy. 
Hie account of what the young Russian saw^ in toe 
French lines gave, as Napoleon wished, a new 
stimulus to the presumption of his enemy; and, 
having made the preparations above described, he 
calmly expected the consequences of their rashness 
and inexperience. 

On the 1st of December he beheld with delight 
the commencement of those false movements mrfaich 
he had anticipated and desired. On seeing' the 
Russians beg[m to descend from the heights, <m 
which they might have lain in safety until the arch- 
dukes could come to swell their array with the 
armies from Bohemia and Hungary, Napoleon could 
not repress his rapturous joy: '*In twenty^foor 
hours,** said he, ** that army is mine.** 

Shortly afterward there arrived count Haug^tz, 
an envoy from the king of Prussia, who, being intro* 
duced into the emperor's presence, signified that he 
was the bearer of an important communication. 
"Count,** said Napoleon, **you may see that the 
outposts of the armies are almost meeting— there 
will be a battle to-morrow— return to Vienna, and 
deliver your message when it is over.** The Prus- 
sian envoy did not require two biddings. Napoleon 
had aU this year been protracting the indecision of 
the Prussian counsels by holding out the delusive 
hope, that were Austria effectually humbled, the 
imperial crown of Germany might be transferred to 
the house of Brandenburg. The old jealousies, thus 
artfully awakened, had t^en sufficient to prevent a 
declaration of war from immediately following on 
the violation of the territory of Anspach and Ba- 
reuth. The intervention of the czar had, it is not 
to be doubted, at length determined the coiut of 
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Berlin to close their unworthy neutrality :-»but 
Haugwitz had.no Prussian army in his train; and, 
seeing what was before him, he certainly did pru- 
dently to defer, what had been so unwisejy as well 
a« ungenerously put off from month to month, for 
one day more. 

At one o'clock in the morning of the 2d of Decem- 
ber^ Napoleon, having slept for an hour by a watch- 
fire, got on horseback, and proceeded to reconnoitre 
the front of his position. He wished to do so with- 
out being recognised, but the soldiery penetrated the 
secret, and, lighting great fires of straw aU along 
the line, received him from post to post with shouts 
of enthusiasm. They reminded him that this was 
the anniversary of his coronation, and assured him 
they would celebrate the day in a manner worthy 
of its glory. ''Only promise us," cried an old 
grenadier, '' that you will keep yourself out of the 
the fire." " I will do so," answered Napoleon, " I 
shall be with the reserve wniil you need t»." This 
pledge, which so completely ascertains the mutual 
confidence of the leader and his soldiers, he repeated 
in a proclamation issued at daybreak. The sun 
rose with uncommon brilliancy : on many an after- 
day the French soldiery hailed a similar dawn with 
exultation as the sure omen of victory, and '* the 
i^n of Austerlitz" has passed into a proverb. 

The Russian general-in-chief, Kutusoff, fell into 
the snare, laid for liim, and sent a large division of 
his army to turn the right of the French. The 
troops detached for this purpose met with unex- 

gected resistance from Davoust's division, and were 
eld in check at Raygem. Napoleon immediately 
seized the opportunity. They had left a deep gap 
in the line, and upon that space Soult forthwith 
poured a force, which entirely destroyed the com- 
munication between the Russian centre and left. 
The czar perceived the fatal consequences of this 
movement, and his guards rushed to beat back 
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Sotdt. It was on an eminence, cdled the hill of 
Pratzen, that the encounter took place. The Ri»- 
siani drove the French infantry before them : Na- 
poleon ordered Bessieres to hurry with the imperial 
Saaid to their rescue. The Russians were in some 
isorder from the impatience of victory. They 
resisted sternly, but were finally broken, and fled. 
The grand diike Constantine, who had led them 
pillantly, escaped by the fleetness of his horse. 

The French centre now advanced, and the chanres 
of its cavalry under Murat were decisive. 1^ 
emperors of Russia and Germany beheld from the 
heiffhts of Austerlitz the total rum of their centre, 
as they had already of their left. 'Dieir right-wing 
had hitherto contested well against all the impetu- 
osity of Lannes: but Napoleon could now gaAer 
round them on all sides, and his artillery piungring^ 
incessant fire on them from the- heights, they at 
length found it impossible to hold uieir gHKoid* 
They were foreed down into a hollow, where some 
small frozen lakes offered the .only means of escape 
from the closing cannonade. The French broke the 
ice about them by a storm of shot, and nearly dO,000 
men died on the spot, some swept away by the ar* 
tillery, the greater part drowned. Buonaparte, in 
his bidletin, compares the horrid spectacle of this 
ruin to the catastrophe of the Turks at Aboukl^, 
when " the dea was covered with turbans.'* It was 
with great difficulty that the two emperors rallied 
soTne fragments of their armies around them, and 
effected their retreat. Twenty thousand prisoners, 
forty pieces of artillery, and all tlte standards of 
the imperial guard of Russia, remained with the 
conqueror. Such was the battle of Austerlitz; — or, 
as the French soldiery delighted to call it, **the 
battle of the emperors." 

The Prussian envoy now returned, and presented 
to Napoleon his master's congratulaticms on the 
victory thus achieved. The emperor whispered to 
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MdiVigwii'Zy ^ Here is a message, of which circum- 
-stances have altered the address.^' Prussia, how- 
ever, had 160,0<K) men under arms, and it by no 
means suited Napoleon's views to provoke her to 
extremities at this moment. He entered into a 
treaty with Haugwitz ; and Prussia was bribed to 
remain quiescent, by a temptation which she wanted 
virtue to resist. The French emperor offered her 
Hanover, provided* she would oppose no obstacle to 
any other arrangements which he might find it 
necessary to form : and the house of Brandenburg 
did not blush to accept at his hands the paternal 
inheritance of the royal family of England. 

The emperor Francis, understanding how Prussia 
was disposed of, perceived too clearly that further 
resistance was hopeless; and negotiations imme- 
diately began. 

Tlie haughty emperor of Germany repaired to the 
French head-quarters. He was received at the door 
of a miserable hut. " Such," said Buonaparte, '' are 
the palaces you have compelled me to occupy for 
these two months." '* You have made such use of 
them,*' answered Francis, *' that you ought not to 
complain of their accommodation." 

The humiliated sovereign, having ere this obtained 
an ieumistice for himself, demanded of Napoleon 
that the czar might be permitted to withdraw in 
safety to his own states. To this the conqueror as- 
sented : and on the 6th of December the Russians 
commenced their retreat. 

The definitive treaty with Francis was signed at 
Presburg on the 15tQ of December, and another 
with Prussia on the 26th, at Vienna; — and the terms 
of both, arranged on Napoleon's side by Talleyrand, 
corresponded to the signal and decisive events of 
the campaign. 

Austria yielded the Venetian territories to the 
kingdom of Italy : her ancient possessions of the 
Tyrol and Voralberg were transferred to Bavaria, to 
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Tvnnmemte that elector for the part he had taken in 
the war; Wirtemberg, having also adopted the 
French side, received recompense of the same kind 
at the expense of the same power ; and both of these 
electors were advanced to the dignity of kings* 
Bavaria received Anspach and Bareuth fin>m Pni8sia« 
and« in return, ceded Berg, which was erected inte 
ja grand dutchy, and comerred, in an independent 
sovereignty, on Napoieon^s brother-in-law, Murat* 
Finally, Prussia added Hanover to her dominimiSy 
in return for the cession of Anspach and Bareutht 
and acquiescence in the other arrangements above 
mentioned. 

Eugene Beauhamois, son of Josephine, and vice- 
roy of Italy, received in carriage the eldest dangh« 
ter of the new king of Bavaria : this being the fist 
occasion on which Napoleon manifested openly his 
desire to connect his family with the old sovereign 
houses of Europe. It was announced at this time^ 
that in case the emperor should die without male 
issue, the crown of Italy should descend to Eu- 
gene. 

Other events of the same character now crowded 
on the scene. The king, or rather the queen of 
Naples, had not failed, during the recent campaign, 
to manifest the old aversion to the French cause. 
St. Cyr's army, which on the first rupture of the 
peace of Amiens had occupied the seaports of that 
kingdom, being called into the north of Italy to rein- 
force Massena against the archduke Charles, an 
Anfflo-Russian expedition soon landed in Naples, 
and were welcomed cordially by the court. Napo- 
leon, imnibdiately after the battle of Austerlitz, 
issued a proclamation, declaring that **the royal 
house of Naples had ceased to reign for ever." Oa 
hearinff of the decisive battle, and the retreat of the 
czar, the English and Russians evacuated the Nea- 

g>litan territories on the mainland of Italy. Joseph 
uonaparte conducted a French anny towards the 



frontier; the court passed over into Sicily; and Jo- 
sec^ was proclaimed king of Naples. 

The king of Sweden, rushing as hastily and in- 
ocmsiderately as he of Naples into the war of 1805, 
landed with a small army in Germany, and besieged 
Hamelen, a fortress in Hanover, where Bemadotte 
had left a strong garrison. This movement, had 
Prussia broken her neutrality, might have been of 
tiigh importance to the general cause; as events 
turned out, it was fruitless, llie Swedes raised 
their siege in confusion, on receiving the news of 
Aosterlitz; and Napoleon from that hour meditated 
the dethronement of the dynasty of Gustavus— but 
this object was not yet within reach. 

The principalities of Lucca, Massa-Carrara, and 
Gaifagnana were now conferred on Napoleon's 
sister, Eliza : on Pauline, the younger sister, who, 
after the death of general Leclerc, had married the 
prince Borghese, the sovereignty of Guastalla was 
in like manner bestowed. 

. The Batavian republic had for years been in effect 
enslaved by France. On pretence that her leading 
men* however, still yearned after the alliance of 
England, and thwarted him in his designs on the 
commerce of that great enemy. Napoleon now re- 
solved to take away even the shadow of Dutch in- 
dependence. The Batavian senate were com- 
manded to ask Louis Buonaparte for their king; and 
these republicans submitted with the better gfrace, 
because the personal character of Louis was amia- 
ble; and since Holland must be an ^appendage to 
France, it seemed probable that the connexion 
might be rendered the less galling in mafly circum- 
pt^ces, were a prince of Napoleon's own blood 
constituted her natural guardian. Louis had mar- 
ried the beautiful Hortense-Fanny de Beauhamois, 
daughter of Josephine— so that, by this act, two 
members of the imperial house were at once ele- 
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▼ated to rovalty.~The7 began their reign at fbe 
Hague, in May» 1806. 

/UuHher great consequence of Austerlitz remaio« 
to be mentioned. The kings of Wirtembeiig and 
Bavaria, the grand duke of Berg, and other sove- 
reigns of the west of Germany, were now associated 
together in a close alliance, under the style of tlia 
Corfederadan f^ the Rhine : Napoleon "added to his 
other titles that of Protector of this confederacy; 
and the princes of the league were bound to ptace 
60,000 soldiers at his command. This measure an- 
nounced, in effect, the dissolution of the Germanic 
empire, whose fairest provinces were thus trans* 
ibrraed into so many departments of the all-engross* 
ing'monarchy o^ Buonaparte. 

Finally, it was on his return from the triumph of 
Austerlitz, that Napoleon trampled down the last 
traces of the revolutionary organization in France, 
by creating a new order of nobility. Tallewand 
became prince of Beneventum, Bemadotte of Fonte 
Corvo, Berthier of Neufchatel; the most distin- 
guished of the marshals received the title of duke, 
and a long array of counts of the empire filled the 
lower steps of the throne. 

These princedoms and dukedoms were accompa- 
nied with grants of extensiye estates in the coun- 
tries which the French arms had con<}uered ; and the 
great feudatories of the new empire accordingly 
ore titles, not domestic, but foreign. In eveiy thmff 
it was the plan of Napoleon to sink the memory of 
the Bourbon monarchy, and revive the image of 
Charlemagne, emperor of the West. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

sMMtt and LmtderdaU^Brokm ojf— Murder tf PoIm, tk» B—knUtr 
— Pnusia declares War^BmenaparielUadetkeArmiy—Jfaiumbw'gh 
tmken^BaUie ef Jenm—JirapoleeH entere Berlimr—FM of Magde- 
hnrf, ^e^-^HomiliMtian ef Prueeut—BueneperU^e' CVite{<y to tkt 
JPtute of Brwuvnek^Hie Rt^aeity <md Oppreeeion in PruesUh 

The establishment of the confederation of the 
Rhine rendered Napoleon, in effect, sovereign of a 
large part of Germany. The states composing the 
union were bound to place 60,000 troops at the com- 
mand of their protector; and these arrangements 
seemed to have so totally revolutionized Germany, 
that Francis of Austria declared the imperial con- 
stitution at an end. He retained the title of emperor 
as sovereign of his own hereditary dominions ; but 
'* The Holy Roman Empire," having lasted full one 
thousand years, was declared to be no more ; and 
of its ancient influence the representative was to be 
sought for, not at Vienna, but at Paris. 

Tne vacillating court of Berlin heard with much 
apprehension of the formation of. the Rhenish con- 
federacy ;* and with deep resentment of its imme- 
diate consequence, the dissolution of the Germanic 
empire. The house of Brandenburg had consented 
to tne humiliation of Francis in the hope of succeed- 
ing, at the next election, to the imperial crown, so 
long worn by the house of Austria : and now, not 
only was that long-cherished hope for ever dispelled, 
but it appeared that Napoleon had laid the founda- 
tion of a new system, under which the influence of 
the house of Brandenburg must, in aU probability, 
be overruled far more effectually thap it .ver had 

* Pabliibed S7tti July, 1806. ' 



276 iiAfOLnm svohapastb. [i$OB* 

been, of recent times, by the imperial pretO|^>e of 

Austria. 

The only method of comiteracting the consolida- 
tion of French power all over German}^, seemed to 
be that of creatinff another coiifedera<^y in tbe north- 
ern circles, capame of balancing the league oi die 
Rhine. The elector of Saxony, however, peroeived 
that Napoleon was not likely to acquiesce in tbe 
realization of this scheme ; and his minister at Be^ 
lin continued to decline acceding to the norUion 
alliance. The prince of Hesse Cassel took a simi- 
lar view of the case ; but acted with a degree of 
vacillation worthy of the late conduct of Prussia 
herself, refusing on the one hand to embrace the 
confederation proposed by the cabinet of Berlin, and 
yet declining, on the other, to form part of the 
Rhenish league, to which effect Buonaparte had fre* 
quently and urgently invited this elector. In the 
reluctance, however, of these princes, Prussia saw 
nothings but the determination of Napoleon to stip* 
press, m the beginning, any such confederation of 
the northern German states as had been contem- 
plated; and irritation and Jealousy from day to day 
increased. 

The relations of France and Prussia continued in 
tliis dubious state, until the cabinet of Berlin learned 
some particulars of a negotiation between Napoleon 
and the Enghsh g:ovemment, which took place in 
the summer of 1806. 

Mr. Pitt, who despaired of opposing Buonaparte 
on the continent after Marenjpfo, did not longBurvive 
the disastrous intelligence of Austerlitz. Worn out 
and broken by the endless anxieties of his situation^ 
not even the glorious tidings of Trafalgar could re- 
vive the sinkmff spirit of this great minister. He 
died on the 23d of January, 1806, and was auc- 
ceeded in the government by Mr. Fox, the same 
statesman who had, throughout every variety of 
fortune, arraigned his conduct of the war as imbecile 
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j^gfJmnA absurdy and who had all along professed his 
belief that in the ori^al quarrel between Gieat 
Britain and revolutic^zed France, the Uame lay 
"nritli his own countryy and, above all, with Mr. Pitt. 
Tha peraonal intercoune which took pkace be- 
tipreen Mr. Fox and Napoleon, during the peace of 
ABodens, has abqady been alluded to. It was calcu- 
lated to make all men regard the chances of a solid 
peace between France and Engrland as increased by 
the event which transfened tne reins of govern- 
ment, in the latter country, into the hands of the 
illustrious q[>ponQnt of Mr^ Pitt. 

But the peculiar feelings of English politicians 
have seldom been understood by foreigners— never 
more widely misunderstood than by Buonaparte. 
When Fox visited him, as first consul, at the Tuil« 
leries, he complained that the English government 
countenanced the assassins who wereplotting against 
his life. Mr. Fox, forgetting all his party preju- 
dice when the honour of his country was assailed, 
answered in terms such as Napoleon's own mili- 
tary bluntness could not have surpassed — ^^ Clear 
your head of that nonsense." And now, in like 
manner, Mr. Fox, once placed in the responsible 
management of his country's interests, was found, 
not a little to the surprise jand disappointment of 
Napoleon, about as close and watchful a negotiator 
as he could have had to deal with in Mr. Pitt him- 
self. Tlie English minister employed on this occa- 
sion, first, lord Yannouth,* one of the detenus of 
1803, and afterward lord Lauderdale.' For some 
time strong hopes of a satisfactory conclusion were 
entertained ; but, in the end, the negotiation wholly 
broke up, on -the absolute refusal of Napole<m to 
concede Malta to England, unless England would 
permit him to conquer Sicily from the unfortunate 
sovereign whose Italian kingdom had already been 

* Now marquis of Hertford. 
Vor.. I. — A a 
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traasfemd to Joseph Buonaparte. Mr. Fox was 
lost to hk country m September, 1806 ; and Napo- 
leon ever afterwara maintained, that had that mat 
statesman lived, the negotiation would have been 
resumed and pushed to a successful close. Mean- 
time, however, the diplomatic intercourse of die 
Tuillehes and St Jameses was at an end, and the 
course which the negotiation had taken transpired 
necessarily in parliament. 

It then came out that the article of Hanaoer had 
not formed one of the chief difficulties ; in a word. 
Napoleon had signified that, although the electorate 
had been ceded by him to Prussia under the treaty 
of Vienna,' at the cjpse of 180d, Prussia yielding to 
him in return the pnncipalities of Anspach, Bareuth, 
and Neufchatel, still, if the English govenmient 
would agree to al>andon Sicily, he, on his part, would 
offer no opposition to the resumption of Hanover 
by its rightful soverei^ George III. This con- 
temptuous treachery bemgascertained at Berlin, the 
ill-smothered rage of the Prussian court and nation 
at length burst into a llame. The beautiful queen 
of Prussia, and prince Louis, brother to the King, 
two characters whose high and romantic qualities 
rendered them the delight and pride of the naticm, 
were foremost to nourish and kindle the popular 
indignation. The young nobility and gentry rose in 
tumult, broke the windows of the ministers who 
were supposed to lean, to the French interest,. and 
openly whetted their sabres on the threshold-stone 
of Napoleon's ambassador. The lovely queen ap- 

E eared in the uniform of the regiment which bore 
er name, and rode at. its head. The enthusiasm 
of the people thus roused might be directed, but 
could hardly be repressed. 

Nor was it in Prussia alone that such sentiments 
prevailed. Split as Grermany has forages been into 
many independent states, there has always, never- 
theless, been felt and acknowledged, a certain na- 



1 S06.] UUBDSK OF PAJLM. 279 

tional unity of heart as well as head among^all that . 
speak the German language : the dissolution of lite 
empire was felt all over Germany as a commoa 
-ygvrong and injury : Napoleon*s insulting treatment 
of Prussia was resented as indicative of his resolu* 
' tion to reduce that power also (the only Grerman 
XM)W6r now capable of opposing any resistance to 
French aggression) to a pitch of humil^iation as low 
as that in which Austria was already sunk; and, 
lastly, another atrocious deed of the French empe- 
ror — a deed as darkly unpardonable as the murder 
of d^Engfaien — was perpetrated at this very crisis, 
and arrayed against him, throughout all Germany, 
every feeling, moral and political, which could be 
touched either by the crimes or the contumelies of a 
foreign tyrant. 

Palm, a bookseller of the free city of Naumburg, 
having pu\)lished a pamphlet in which the ambition 
of Napoleon was arraigned, a party of French gens 
d^armes passed the frontier, and seized the unsus* 
pecting citizen, exactly as the duke d'Enghien had 
been arrested at Ettenheim, and Sir George Rumbold 
at Hamburgh, the year before. The bookseUer was 
tried for a libel against Napoleon, at Braunau, be* 
fore a French court-martial; found guilty, con- 
demned to death, and shot immediately, in pursu- 
ance of his sentence. It is needless to dwell upon 
this outrage-^^the'death of d'Enghien has found advo- 
cates or palliators — ^this mean murder of an humble 
tradesman, who neither was nor ever had been a 
subject either of France or Buonaparte, has been less 
fortunate. 

The emperor of Russia once more visited Berlin, 
when the feelings of Prussia, and indeed of all the 
neighbouring states, were in this fever of excite- 
ment. He again urged the king of Prussia to take 
up arms in the common cause, and offered to back 
him with all the forces of his own great empire. 
The Engrlish government, taking advantage of the 
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8une crisifl, sent lord Moipefh* to Beiliiiy with 
offen of pecuniary snppliefl — about the acceptance 
of which, however, the anxiety of Prussia on ihe 
suhfect of Hanover created some difficulty. Lastly, 
Buonaparte, well informed of what was passing in 
Beriin, and desirous, since war must be, to hurry 
Prussia into the field ere the armies of the czar 
could be joined with hers, now poured out in the 
Moniteur such abuse on the persons and characters 
of the queen, prince Louis, and every illustrious 
patriot throughout Prussia, that the general wrath 
could no longer be held in check. Warlike prepa- 
rations of every kind filled the kingdom during 
August and September. On the first of October 
the Prussian minister at Paris presented a note to 
Talleyrand, demanding, among other things, that 
the formation of a confederacy in the north of Grer- 
many should no longer be thwarted by French in- 
terference, and that the French troops within the 
territories of the Rhenish league should reeross the 
Rhine into France, by the 8th of the same month of 
October. 

But Napoleon was already in person on the €rer- 
man side of the Rhine, and his answer to the Prus- 
sian note was a general order to his own troops, in 
which he called on them to observe in what manner 
a German sovereign still dared to insult the soldiers 
of Austerlitz. 

The conduct of Prussia, in thus rushing into hos- 
tilities without waitingr for the advance of the Rus- 
sians, was as rash as her holding back from Austria, 
during the campaign of Austerlitz, had been cow- 
ardly. As if determined to profit by no lesson, the 
Ptussian council also directed their army to advance 
towards the French, instead of lying on their o^n 
frontier— a repetition of the great leading blunder 
of the Austrians in the preceding year. The Prus- 

• Now eail of GarlMe. 
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siah army accordingly invaded the Saxon provinces,* 
and the elector of Saxony, seeing his country treated 
as rudely as that of the elector of Bavaria had been 
on a similar occasion by the Austrians, and wanting 
the means to withdraw his^own troops as the Bava- 
rian had succeeded in doing under like provocation, 
was compelled to accept the alliance which Prussia 
urged on him, and to join his troops with those of 
the power by which he had been thus insulted and 
wronged. 

No sooner did Napoleon know that the Prussians 
had advanced into the heart of Saxony than he 
formed the plan of his campaign : and they, persist- 
ing in their advance, and taking up their position 
fmally on the Saale, alSbrded him, as if studiously, 
the means of repeating, at their expense, the very 
manceuvres which had ruined the Austrians- in the 
preceding campaign. 

In a word, Buonaparte perceived that the Prussian 
army was extended upon too wide a line, and the 
consequent possibility of overpowering it in detail. 
He further discovered that the enemy had all his 
principal stores and magazines at.Naumburg, to the 
rearward, not of his centre, butvof his extreme 
right ; and resolved to commence operations by an 
attempt to turn the flank, and seize those magazines, 
ere the main body of the Prussians, lying at Wei- 
mar, could be aware of his movement. The French 
army came forward in three great divisions ; the 
corps of Soult and Ney in the direction of Hof ; 
Murat, Bernadotte, and Davoust towards Saalburgh 
and Schleitz -^ and Lannes and Augereau upon Co- 
burgh and Saalfield. These last generals were op- 
posed sternly, at Saalfield, by the corps of prince 
Louis of Prussia. This brave young officer impru- 
dently abandoned the bridge over the Saal, which 
he mi^ht have defended with succ(ess, and came out 
into the open plain, where his troops were over- 
powered by the French impetuosity. He himself, 

Aa3 
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figbtinff hand lo hand with a sohilteni, was desired to 
fliinnBnaer» and re^ymg bj a sabre cut, was immedi- 
ately struck down with a mortal tiinist. The Prus- 
sians fled; the bridge, which'ought to have defS^dedy 
gave tlvd French access to the eountrj bcihind the 
Saal : in a word, the flaiik of the Prussian position 
was turned ; the French army passed entirely round 
them ; Napoleon seized Naumburg, and blew up the 
magazines there,— announcing, for the first time, by 
this explosion, to the king of Prussia, that he w^as 
in his rear. 

From this moment the king was in f&ct isolated* 
and cut off from all his resources, as completely as 
the army^f Mack was at Ulm, when the Frepeh 
had passed the Danube and overrun Swi^ia. The 
duke of Brunswick, who commanded the Prussian 
army, had now to concentrate his forces for the pur- 
pose of cutting his way back agrain to the frontier 
which he had so rashly abandoned. Napoleon, 
meantime, posted his divisions so as to watch all 
the chief passages of the Saal, aiid expected, in ooii- 
fidence, the assault of his outwitted opponent. It 
was now that he found leisure to answer the mani- 
festo of the king* of Prussia, which had reached 
Paris a day or two after he himself quitted that 
capital for the camp. His letter, dated at Gera, is 
written in the most elaborate style of insult.^ The 
king of Prussia, said he, had sent him a silly pam- 
phlet of twenty ^iges, in very bad French — such a 
pamphlet as the English ministry were in the habit 
of commanding their hireling scribblers to put forth 
— but he acquitted the king of having read this per- 
formance. He was extremely anxious to live on 
the most friendly terms with his '' good brother,^' 
and "begged him, as the first token of equal good- 
will, to dismiss the counsellors who had hurried him 
into the present unjust and unequal war. Such was 
the language of this famous note. Napoleon, al- 
ready sure of his prey, desired his own generals to 
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observe how . accurately he had already complied 
with one of the requests of the Prussian manifesto. 
— " The French army," said he, "has done as it was 
bidden. This is the 8th of October, and we have 
evacuated the territories of the confederation of the 
Rhine." 

The Prussian king understood well, on learning 
the fall of Nanmburg, the imminent danger of his 
position ; and his army was forthwith set in motion, 
in two great masses ; the former, where he was in 
person present, advancing towards Naumburg ; the 
latter attempting, in hke manner, to force their pas- 
sage through the French line in the neighbourhood 
of Jena. The king of Prussia's march was arrested 
at Auerstadt by Davoust, who, after a severely con- 
tested action, at length repelled the assailants. 
Napoleon himself, meanwhile, was engaged with the 
other great body of the Prussians under general 
MoUeiMiorf. Arriving on the evening of the 13th 
October at Jena, he perceived that the enemy were 
ready to attempt the advance next morning, while 
his own heavy train were still six-and-thirty hours' 
march Jn his rear. Not discouraged with this ad- 
verse circumstance, the emperor laboured all night 
in directing and encouraging his soldiery to cut a 
road through the rocks, and draw up by that means 
such light guns as he had at command to a position, 
on a lofty plateau in front of Jena, where no man 
could have expected beforehand that any artillery 
whatever should be planted, and where, accordingly, 
tlw effect even of a small park proved more decisive 
than that of a much larger one might have been 
under other circumstances. Buonaparte spent all 
the night among the men, offering large sums of 
gold for every piece that should be dragged to the 
position, and continually reminding his. followers 
that the Prussians were about to fight, not for honour, 
but for safety, — ^that they were already isolated as 
completely as Mack's army had been at Ulm, and 
on stem resistance must needs submit to the fate of 
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the Austrians. Lannes commanded the centre; 
Aug:ereau the right; Soult the left; and Murat the 
reserve and cavahy. 

Soult had to sustain the first assault of the Prus- 
sians, which was violent and sudden ; for the mist 
lay so thick on the field that the armies werie within 
half gunshot of each other ere the sun and wind 
rose and discovered them ; and on that instant Mol- 
Icndorf charged. The battle was contested well for 
some time on this point ; but at length Ney api)eared 
in the rear of the emperor with a fresh division; 
and then the French centre advanced to a general 
charge, before which the Prussians were forced to 
retire. They moved for some space in good order: 
but Murat now poured his masses of cavahy on 
them, storm after storm, with such rapidity and 
vehemence that their rout became miserable. It 
ended in the complete breaking up of the army-r- 
horse and foot all flying together, in the confusion 
of panic, upon the road to yVeimar. At that point 
the fugitives met and mingled with their brethren 
flying, as confusedly as themselves, from Auerstadt. 
In the course of this disastrous day, 20,000 Prussians 
were killed or taken ; 300 guns, twenty generals, 
and sixty standards. The commander-in-chief, the 
duke of Brunswick, being wounded in the face with 
a grape-shot, was carried early off the field, never to 
recover. The loss Of superior officers on the Prus- 
sian side was so great, that of an army which, ou 
the evening of the 13th of October, mustered not 
less than 150,000, but a few regiments were ever 
able to act in conceiit for some time after the 14th. 
The various routed divisions roamed about the 
country, seeking separately the means of escape : 
they were in consequence destined to fall an easy 
prev. Mollendorf and the prince of Orange-Fulda 
laid down their arms at Erfurt. General Kalkreuth's 
corps was overtaken and surrounded amons the 
Hartz mountains : prince Eugene of Wirtenu)urg, 
and 16,000 meti, surrendered to Bemadotte at Halle. • 
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The prince of Hohenlohe at length drew together 
not less than 50,000 of these wandering soldiers, and 
threw hijhself, at their head, into Ma^ebiirg. But 
it turned out that that great fortress had been 
stripped of all its stores for the servicaof the duke 
of Brtuiswick^s army before Jena. Hohenlohe, 
therefore, was compelled to retreat towards the 
Oder. He was defeated in a variety of skirmishes ; 
and at length, finding himself devoid of ammunition 
or provisions, laid down his arms at Prenzlow; 
30,000 surrendered with the prince. His rear, con- 
sisting of about 10,000, under the command of the 
celebrated general Blucher, were so far behind as to 
render it possible for them to attempt escape. Their 
heroic leader traversed the country with them for 
some time unbroken, and sustained a variety of 
assaults, from far superior numbers, with the most 
obstinate resolution. By degrees, however, the 
French, under Soult, hemmed him in on one side, 
Murat on the other, and Bernadotte appeared close 
behind him. He was thus forced to throw himself 
into Lubeck, where a severe action was fought in 
the streets of the town, on the 6th of November. 
The Prussian, in this battle, lost 4,000 prisoners, 
besides the slain and wounded: he retreated to 
Schwerta, and ther^e, it being impossible for him to 
go farther without violating the neutrality of Den- 
markf on the morning of the 7th, Blucher at length 
laid down his arms-— haying exhibited a specimen 
of conduct and valour such as certainly ha^ not been 
di^iayed by any of his superiors in the campaign. 
The strong fortresse's of the Prussian monarchy 
made as ineffectual resistance as the armies in the 
field. In how far the charge of actual treachery 
brouffht then, and still continued, against the com- 
manders :of those places, be just, we know not ; but 
the fact is certain, that the governors of Spandau, 
Stettin, Custrin, Hamelen,^ and Magdeburg itself, 
3nielded successively to the 'French generals, under 
circumstances which roused the indignant suspicior 
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of the Prussian people, as well as the soldiery aiuf 
their unfortunate king. Buonaparte, in person^ en* 
tered Berlin on the 35th of October : and before the 
end of November, except Konigsberg, — ^where the 
king himself had found refuse, and gathered rcMmd 
him a few thousand troops, the sad relics of an army 
which had been considered as not .unable to -with- 
stand the whole power of France, — and a few less 
important fortresses, the whole of the German pos- 
sessions of the house of Brandenburg were m the 
hands of the conqueror. Louis Buonaparte, king of 
Holland, meanwhile, had advanced into Westphalia, 
and occupied that territory also, with great part of 
Hanover, East Friesland, Embden, and the domi* 
nions of Hesse Cassel. 

Thus, in the course of a few short weeks, was thpp 
proud and vigorous fabric of the Prussian monarca^ 
levelled with the ground. The government being 
of a strictly military character, when the army, the 
pride and strength of the nation, disappeared, every 
bond of union among the various provinces of the 
crown seemed to be at oncag||solved. To account 
for the unexampled rapidil^f such a downfall, it 
must be remembered, first, that the Prussian states, 
many of them the fruits of recent military conquest, 
were held together by little biit the name of the 
great Frederick, and the terror of the highly disci- 
plined force which he had bequeathed to ms succes- 
sors ; that, in a word, they had not yet had time to 
be blended and melted thorouffhly mto a national, 
whole : secondly, that Prussia nad rushed into this 
war, not only with imprudent rashness, but with thei 
stain of dishonour on her hands. The acceptance 
of Hanover, as a bribe from the French despot, and 
the hard and brazen reluctance to part with that ill- 
gotten spoil, even when the preservation of peace 
with Francis seemed hopeless — these circumstances, 
together with the mean desertion of Austria during 
the preceding campaign of Austerlitz — ^had, in effect, 
injured the government deeply and degrradingfly in 
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opinion of its own subjects, as well as of other 

xi.ations ; but, thirdly, the imbecile conduct of the 

ohief Prussian officers, in the campaign of Jena, was 

98 little likely to have been foreseen or expected, as 

-the pusillanimous, if not treacherous, <l>aseness of 

those who, after the army was defeated, abandoned 

80 easily a chain^of the best fortresses in Europe. 

The personal character of king Frederick WiUiam 
was never calumniated, even when the measures of 
liis government were most generally and most justly 
exposed to suspicion and scorn. On the contrary, 
the misfortunes of this virtuous sovereign and ms 
family were heard of with unmixed regret and com- 
passion. 

These sentiments, and all sentiments likely in 
thieir consequences to be injurious to the cause of 
Napoleon, tne conduct of the conqueror in Prussia, 
at tnis time of national humiliation and sorrow, was 
well calculated to strengthen and confirm. The 
duke of Brunswick, retiring wounded from Jena to 
the capital of his own hereditary principality, ad- 
dressed a letter from thence to N»oleon, request- 
ing that the territory of Brunswick might not be 
confounded with that of Prussia, although he, as an 
individual, had appeared in Prussian uniform against 
him. Buonaparte answered with insolence as well 
as harshness. He styled the duke '* General Bruns- 
'^wick,'' and said he was determined^ destroy his 
city, and displace his family for ever. The brave, 
though unfortunate duke, retired on this to Altona, 
a Danish town, from which he meant to embark for 
: England: but his wound being inflamed by these 
untimely movements, he died ere a vessel could be 
prepared for him. His son, considering him as 
miffdered, vowed eternal revenjpje — and how he kept 
his vow, we shall see hereaner. The Prussian 
nobility and gentry were treated on almost every 
occasion with like brutality. The great conqueror 
did not hesitate lo come down from his dignity for 



the petty pleasure of personally insultiiig gentlemen, 
who had done him no injury except that of beings 
loyal to their own prince. The exactions of the 
victorious military were beyond all former example 
of license ; and studied contempt was every where 
mingled with their rapacity. It was now that the 
IVench laid the foundation of that universal hatre<[ 
with which the Prussian nation, in the sequel, re- 
garded them, and which assumed every where the 
virulence of a private and personal passion. 

In justice to Napoleon himself, a solitary instance 
of generous conduct, which occurred ere he had 
been Ion? in Berlin, must be noticed. The prince 
of Hatzteld continuing to reside in Berlin, under 
Napoleon's protection, corresponded, nevertheless, 
with Hohenlohe, then in the field, and sent informa- 
tion of the state and movements of the French 
army. One of his letters fell into the hands of the 
French — the prince was arrested— his wife gained 
access to the emperor, and, ignorant of her hus- 
band's conduct, spoke with the boldness of inno- 
cence in his favour. Napoleon handed to her the 
prince's letter, and, confounded with the clearness 
of that evidence, she fell on her knees in silence. 
" Put the paper in the fire, madam," said Napoleon, 
" and there will then be no proof." 

Perhaps no part of Buonaparte's conduct at this 
time gave more general disgust, than his meanness 
in robbing the funeral monument of Frederick the 
Great of his sword and orders. These unworthy 
trophies he transmitted to Paris, along with the best 
statues and pictures of the galleries of Berlin and 
Potsdam, thus dealt with according to the example 
of Lombardy and Venice. 
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